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On the Being and Perfefiiom of Gojd< 



ACTS xvu. 23. 

FoiT- as I pqffed iy, and beheld your devothttif /found an altar 
^4j'ai this infcrlpnon-^To tmr uvkkditn God. Whom^ 
^Jberefore^ye iffiorantly worfhipi.htm declare I unto you. 

rH E knowledge of the true God lies at the foun- 
dation of all true religion. Therefore the great A- 
^ftle to the gentiles, as he was pafling through the city of 
^tliens, (which was the feat of the mufes, the centre of 
^e then learned world, and the glory of the Grecian em- 
>Lx-e) was greatly moved -in his fpirit, when he faw that* 
i^ot.^th{landing all their Loaded knowledge, and refined 
lea^ming, they were deftitute of the firft prmciples of 
^^e religion-; as tlie altar which bore diat ftupid infcrip- 
Uon top plainly &ewc J. 

The occafion of this altar being ere<fledy with this in- 

^fiption, is uncertain. Hiflorians differ in their accounts* 

oome fay it was ercfted in honour of the true Godi by the 

order of Socrates, who had fonp^e^ knowledge of himi and 

^Id that his nature was incomprpfienfible, and his peribn 

***yifible, and that, tlierefore, the jDnly .infcriptibn proper 

L m this altar was. To the unknown God ; u e. to tie mvifi^ 

I jifc nd unfearchahle God. Others fay, that- the Athenian* 

E-ftrcfi) wholly given to i Joliitry, that tliey wirc;aetcrmin- 

3 fid 
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ed to have as many altars as there were gods ; and, left 
there fhould be fome one god of whom they h:id not 
heardy nor honoured with an altar, they eredled this, and 
wrote upon it, To the unknown god; which would equally 
ferve for any god whom they had not known : fo tliat 
now they were certain diat they had honoured all the 
gods, known and nnlcnown, with both an altar and fa« 
crifices. Others fay, that at a certain time a very dcftruc* 
tive peftilence prevailed in the city, and the people with 
great folemnitj built altars, and facrificed to all the gods 
thsy knew, or their anceftors had worlhipped, and prayed 
with great fenrcncy that the plague might be ftayed ; but 
.. to ivo purpofe : and they applied to their wife men and 
t)hilofophers, to know of them what tliey fhould do next, 
and were dircded to build an altar, and dedicate it to a 
god whom they knew not ; for they faid that the god who 
had fent and who continued the peftilence, and who alone 
could remove it, was furely a god wliom they did not 
know, and whom tliey had not honoured with an altar 
and facrifices ; for they had crcdlcd altars to all they did 
know, and facrificed to them, but the plague was not re- 
moved* And it is farther faid, tliat, when they had eredl- 
ed this altar in the main ftreet of the city, and had offered 
fevcral fheep upon it, that the plague was ftayed ; and 
then all the people of Athens were ordered to facrifice 
upon this altar ; as they concluded that tlicre miift be % 
god of whom they did not know fo much as his name, or 
the particular province over which he prefidod, who had 
fent, and now had removed, the peftilence, having ac- 
cepted their worfhip and facrifice : and therefore the only 
proper infcription for an altar dedicated to an unknown 
god muft be that which was found in Athens — To the un* 
known gptL 

With this account agree the clofmg words of our tert; 
for tlic apofUc iiys. Him whom ye ignorantly worfhip 

declare 
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i(i.}\at I unto you ; i. e. I take this npportunitf to teach 
} <i:i who thM God \%, who rules in providence, fendi uwl 
ttmuveh the pc/litcncci v.'hum you ignoramly worffaip, and 
to whom you have too CuiieriiWinuily dcdiciitcd this altar< 
Ar.d though I do not imagine that / am at Alhcnk, or 
that I am adJreSing heathen idolaters, in enlrglitencd 
America, yet it i» of the greaieA importance that y-e bt 
vrell eilabliflicd in the fundamcntalt of our lioly religion^ 
cfpecially tliat the mitidi of the rifing ;^enention fliould 
be well informed, and duly imprellcd K'idi right apprehen* 
lions of die true and living God. 1 Ihull in the cnfuing 
(iifcoiiifc endeavour fo fj iiifurm and iaipnTx the mind '- 
i.-ith n pra6ical {enfe of the being and perfections of lh« 
r^.'.ly livi:;;; and true Gon, ui may influe:ice to a conduft 
v/iicli (liall be v.-cll -pleating to him tliruugli Jefut ChriH. 
la order to v.hiclT, I fljall bricS/ confider^ 
I. His di^[<^:!ll<inr; and incom muni cable namci> 
IL Hi* perfedions, both natural and moraL 

IIL Shew wliat influence fuch a feriont conlideratiofl 
of his names and perTeftirms fliould have upon our temper 
luid condud, u th'. iirv-diA: and fubjeOi of the only living 
stnd true God. 

And while we humbly contemplate thif great and bleft 
fed Being, may a holy dread fall upon m, and hii excel- 
lency malte us rcligiouflj- afraid ; being fcniible that on 
fc fublifte a fulijcfl we cannot order our thought* or cx- 
pretlJion* aright, by reafon of darknei*, and are in danger 
cf "darkening coanfel by word* without knowledge." 

L The dillinguidiiag and incommunicable namei ttB> 
der which tiie Supreme Being ha< been plciifcd to mafce 
bimfelf known in the facrcd wiitmgi, ait chiefly tbeA 
«bm— COU. I AM, JI^HOVAH. 
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!• The firft, God, is ufedin the plural number, almofl 
throughout the Old Teftament, in the original Hebrew. 
There are a few exceptions, as in Job xii. 4, Pfalm xviii. 
32. In the firH chapter of the Bible his. name is, in He- 
brew, ELOHIM ; and, being plural, we are to under^ 
Aand it as a name which comprehends the Trinity, as wc 
are taught in the New Teftament, and expreffive of Deity. 
This name is derived from two words, which fig- 
»ify to i^ar wiine/s, and to taorjhip ; therefore that he is 
the objeft of religious worfhip, by which we are to bear 
witnefs of him^ *' that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
all them who diligently feek hinu" And with reference 
to the iigmfication of this name our Saviour repulfed 
the temptation of Satan, by faying, ** It is written, Thou 
Jhalt worfhip the Lord diy God, and him only flialt. 
thou ferve." It is alfo with reference to the fignification 
of this name that magiftrates are called gods fEloJnm) 
.becaufe they who rule well are worthy, and, being re- 
prefentatives of the Supreme Ruler, it is their bufinefs and 
office to conduA the fubjedt, and to bear witnefs to the 
truth: fo that, whenever we ufe the word God, we 
fliould fix the idea to it of a Divine Being, who is the 
proper objedt of religious worfhip, who teftifies to the 
intelligent world his mind and will, ftri<ftly obferves then* 
condud, and impartially determines according to invari- 
able truth ; whofe perfe^ knowledge is in the room of ten 
thoufand witnefles, and who has a plurality of perfons is 
one incomprehenfible eflence. 

2. Another mcommunicable name, by which God has 
Skiade himfelf known, is that under which he chofe to dif- 
tinguifh and reveal himfelf to Mofes in the burning bufh ;■ 
and that was, I am that I am. When Mofes afked 
what he fhould fay to the children of Ifrael, he fhould .; 
tell them that the God of their fatliers had fent him to '-j 
them : if they Ihould afk him what was his name, he wai^ 
nfwered^ out of the burning bulh, I am that I Avy 



TsE BstM JND PsttFSCrtON$ OF GoD. f 

this IS the name of the G<id of your fathers, who 
I fent me unto you: which fingular and adorable 
e fignifies, a prefent, independent, felf-fufficient and 
lUtable being. 

ntien God had appeared to any of the fathers of 
i\ in any eminent or extraordinary manner, or on any 
lal occafion, as this was, he ufuaUy aflumed a name^ 
me expre£Gve of the defign of his appearance ; and 
name which he had appeared under to Abraham, 
c and Jacob, was God Almighty f by which he 
»uraged their faith, and dtftinguifbed himfelf from 
impotent idols of the h'eathen ; and therefore Mofes 
tght it probable, that when he fhould tell the children 
rael that the God of thiir fathers had appeared unto 
, that they would want to know whether he did ftill 
:ar under that name, as their ftrong and almighty 
ler. With this view he himfibly inquires of God 
r his diflinguifhing name, that he might be able to 
vtT the people j and God faid, I am that I am : 
ame that implied all that which was contained in the 
le under which he had before appeared, and fome- 
g more ; that he was not only the Almighty, but a 
cziftent, independent, immutable and ever-prefent 
1 : a name expreffive of his nature, and the defign c»f 
appearing, and highly proper at this time, when he 
! about to bring them out of the houfe of bondage, 
from under the hand of tyranny and cruel op- 
Eon, " witli a high hand, and an out-ftretched arm,** 
I by a feries of miracles to refcue them from flavciy, 
I to carry them through a barre»K howling wilder- 
mo a land of liberty, i^eace and plenty, which had 
ftferal hundred years been promifed to them. And 
I oaii^is very near in figniAcation to tliat otlier ador- 
i^iuiQ^I have to mention in the next place s and that 
Jkrotah. 
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J. The Tenerable name of Je hot ah is the moftex* 
prefHye of the being and perfedions of God, and allowed 
by all to be peculiar and proper only to the living and 
true God ; and it is blafphemy to apply it to any o- 
ther being. It in fliort fignifies, He who was without be- 
ginning, is abfolutely independent of all created exiilencei 
and will continue to be, without any change or altera- 
tion, forever and forever. This is agreeable to what we 
have in Rev. L i8 : ^ I am Alpha and Omega, the begins 
ning and the ending, who is, and who was, and who if 
to come." Therefore under this name he chofe to reveal 
himfelf to the children of Ifrael, juft before he commif' 
fioncd Mofcs and Aaron to work wonders in Egypt ; for 
we find that, after he had revealed himfelf by the name 
I AM, he appeared again unto Mofes, and faid unto him* . 
•* I am Jehovah j I appeared unto Abraham, unto Ifaac, 
and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by 
my name Jehovah was I not known unto them: 
vherefore fay unto them, I am the Lord ; [Hebrew, 
Jehovah] I will bring you out from under the burdens at 
the Egyptians ; I will redeem you with a ftretched-out 
arm, and with great judgment, and ye fhall know that I 
am Je H o V A h*." The meaning is this — * I appeared unta 
the fathers of this people as their (h-ong God, the proper 
objed of their woHhip, able to proted and defend them 
from evil ; but I never manifefted myfelf before to be 
that eternal, immutable, felfrexiftent and independent 
being, that I am about to do, through the whole feriet 
of that difpenfadon under which for the future I fhall i 
take them; a difpenfation of furprifing providences, and 
miraculous events, which, as it opens, will more and 
more prove me to be Jehovah ; an eternal, inunutabk^. \ 
felf-ezillent and an abfolutely independent being : and I i 
4hall prove myfelf true and faithAil by the judgmenr ^ 



* Wbtrever the word LORD is found in 9UI Aocltan |JU|| 
4i mtpiuUg it if JA Ibe Hcbicw Jebo|i^% 
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^ich I (hall execute on mine and on my people's 
enemies ; and will pundually perform all the promilef 
which I have made to Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob ; and I 
will bring 70U into the land which I fware unto them 
that I would give it to you for an inheritance. I am 
Jehovah/ And it is with reference to the fignification 
of this wonderful name, that it is fo often added to a 
promife or a threatening, that tho/e to whom the promife 
is made might have ftrong confolation, and that thofe 
againft whom tlic threatening U denounced might " hear^ 
and fear, and do no more fo wickedly,** or, by a fpeedf 
repentance, prevent the impending blow* 

Thefe ftrce are the principal names under wliich the 
Father of the Univcrfe has been pleafed to reveal hira- 
felf in our Scriptures : there arc indeed others ; as, the 
Almighty, the Rock, &c. all of which arc implied in one 
or other of the three, and may more properly be confi- 
dered as attributes of Deity, than diflinguiiliing names • 
therefore I fhall wave a particular confideration of them> 
and proceed to fay fomething of the perfcdtions of Goo, 
which are both natural and morah 

The Natural Perfections of God are — 

I. His Etemiiy* Of this his name Jehovah Is verj 
cxprcflive ; for that implies (as I have (hewn) that he U. 
felf-<xiftent, always was, is, and ever will be, the fame* 
The eternity of Jehovah is evidently neccffary, from the 
nature and reaibn oftbings. To create is to a6t ; nay, it 
is. the exertion of an almighty a£Uon ; and to fuppoie that 
hit created himfelf, is to fuppofe that he a^edi nay, that 
he exerted an almighty a£l, before he had any beings or 
while he was in a ftate of non-eziftcnce ; an abfolute im* 
poffibility in nature. And to fuppofe that he was made, 
is to fuppofe that there is a being fnperior or prior to him. 
00 whom he was and is dependent : therefore that he is . 

fP( tiic firfii tbc fclf-cxiiUnt and indepeadftux. Qq4^ xhax 
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he iihK>t JftHOTAH* Hence it U evident to every refledi' 
ing mind^ that be always wat, without beginning of dsyt I - 
and» as he is <« over all Gov blefled forever more/' fo he 
always w9i be the ** Father of Light, without any varia^ 
Mends, or ihadow of taming '^ — is, as the Scriptures call 
bim, the Etiaiial Cod^ ^ who alone has life and immosw 
tality/' 

2. Another natural perfeAion of the Deity is Ind^eth 
JUnee. This indeed is implied in bis eternity* He it fo 
fur independent on all creaud ezi ftencci that all creataref 
are dependent on him for their exiftence» and all tlie at- 
tendant circuniftances of being : '^ For of him, and 
through hhn, and to Urn, are all s to whom be glory for« 
ever, Amcn#'* 

3. Inmuial'ttuy is another natuml perfcifkion of God % 
}kx\(X thi'i is indeed contained in, and rcTults from, the two 
former* He who had no beginning, and will have no endf 
he who exifts ncccffkrily sind independently, mud exift 
immutably. If he changes, it muft be a voluntary 
change, and muft be U^x tJic better or for tlie worfe. He 
cannot cliangc for the better, if he is already the hejl ; he 
cannot change for the worfe, for that would be wcakncfs 
or. wickednefs: when, therefore, it is fa id in Scripture 
that he repents, rir cliangeR hi*; mind, it \r. only fpolccn af» 
tcr the manner of men ; and roihinf' more can be meant 
by fuch cjjprcffions, l.iit that he accommodates the dif* 
pcnfations f/f hi* provitlc-nce to the Rate and characters of 
men : and tlic varijltiont wlilch appear in hi-, providential 
dffiycnrations are not in him, btil in them wIit; arc the fubu 
jcAs of his government ; for he is (;f rinc mind, and no- 
thing can change him* Immutability is fo clofcly conneCl- 
ed with fuprcmc pcrfe^ion, that all v/ho l>clicvc the onCf 
admit tlic other ; and tlie fame rcafon whicli lias taught ' 
the wife and reflecting mind, in every age, to bcHovc that flj 
wjbat jj immortal cannot die, hiu lILcwife taught, thaS 
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"^hatt IS perfed cannot change : therefore God claims It 
as his prerogative— " I am the Lord, I change not." 

4» Ommfctence is alfo to be reckoned among the natu- 
ral perfedions of the Deity. And by this we underftand 
that he perfedly knows all things paft, prefent and to 
come- This follows from his immutability and indepen- 
dency ; for if he is abfolutely independent, and all creatures 
and things are dependent on him, then it is not polTible that 
any creature or thing Ihoiild exift or happen A^Hithout his 
knowledge ; therefore he mufl know all things. Or, if it 
was poflible that any thing fhould exift or happen without 
his knowledge, then it might be poffible, nay it might be 
proper and ncceffary, that he fhould cJiange ; for if he 
was uncertain about any thing, then he could not tell 
what was beft to determine about that thing ; and when he 
ftonld come to be afcertained of that of which he was 
Wore uncertain, it might be proper and neceflary to al- 
ter his purpofe with refpedl to that thing of which he was 
WW afcertained. Therefore it is abfolutely certain that 
he perfedly knows all things — is omnifcient in the ftridleft 
fcnfc. The facred Scriptures fpeak of God*s perfed 
( knowledge of things which are leaft known to finite and 
limited minds ; the future anions of free and moral 
agents, who aft from different motives, and are governed 
l)y different principles. That the future aftions of both 
good and bad men were, and are, ftill perfedlly known to 
God, is evident from his exadly foretelling when and. 
what they would be, long before they took place ; as, for 
Ulftance, he knew when the children of Ifrael fhould go 
I down into Egypt, and how long diey fhould continue 
t dierem a ftatc of bondage and flavery, and therefore forc- 
I told it to Abraham. He knew wliat Pharaoh would do, 
w. M^rej^g fgij^ Mofes to him, and therefore he told Mofesi 
'^ he ient him, I know that he [Pharaoh] will not 
r^ go ; but I will fhrctch out my hand, and fmite 

Egyptf 



to ' Tbm Bewq and PsitFsertoNs or Gov* 

Egypty and afterwards he will let yoa go* He alio fore- 
knew, and therefore he foretold, what king Jofiah would 
do, fcvcral hundred years before he was bom. He per- 
fe^ly knew, and foretold, what treatment our Saviour 
would meet with, both from his own difciples and the 
Jewifh rulers, long before he was bom of the bleffed" 
Virgin : therefore it is plain, both from reafon and fads, 
that God is omnifcient, and that" known unto him ate 
all his works from the beginning unto the end," though 
we muft confefs that ^ fuch knowledge is too wond'erfol 
for us : it is high $ we cannot attain unto It/' 

5* Another natural perfe^ion of the Ddty is Omai' 
prefence» By this we underftand that he is every where 
prefent at one and tlie fame dme ; he fills heaven and 
earth and all places with his prefence. The Pfalmift^ 
deeply fenfible of this, inquires, " Whither fhall I flee 
from thy prcfence ? If I afcend to heaven, thou art there j- 
If I make Wf bed in hell, behold, thou art there \ 
if I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the 
uttermoft parts of the fea, even there 0iall thy hand- 
lead me, and thy riglit hand (hall hold me ; if I fay, the 
darknefs (hall cover me, even the darkneis and the light 
are both alike to thee.'' 

And this attribute is a neceflary confequence of the 
other pcrfedtions ; for, if all creatures are dependent on 
him, it is neceflary that he fhould be prefent in every 
part of the creation, or thofe parts where he is not pre- 
fent to upholdi would fall into nothing. If he was not 
every where prefent, the harmony of the univerfe 
would be broke in upon ; fome of God's faithful fervants 
would be without his prote^ion, and his promife would 
fail ; for he has faid, ** I ^ill never leave thee nor forfakc 
thee." 

If God was not omniprefent, he would not be the pron . 
per ebjefl of religious worihip, nor the hearer of prayer '* 
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«nd it would be as vain for us to call upon hinii as it 
was for the prophets of Baal to call aloud upon their 
dumb and fenfclci's idoL 

He mull be every wh:re prcfent^ or the wicked would 
break in upon fome p:irts of his government, and frui^ 
trate the fchcmcs of his providence* In fhort, he mufi: ba 
every where prcfcnt, or he could not hear the many 
miUionsy in diflcrcnt and diiiant parts of the univcrfe, who 
are daily addreiling the throne of grace ; nor could lie 
govern the world, or be true to his word. 

But, by being prcfcnt every where, wc arc not lo un- 
derftand that be is in the fAtne {cn^z prcfcnt in all places 
as he is tn the kingdom of glory ; for there, us it werev ne 
keeps his court : there he difplays his divine perfections 
in fuch a manner tliat the adonng angels cannot bc« 
hold his throne v/iihout veiled faces. l>ut he \% every 
where prefent by the cxcrlfons tti his wifdoin, power and 
faithfulne/:i; b/ which the iinivcrfc is upheld i:i Ijcing and 
order, good an^jcl'; direilsd, evil an^'.U rjHrai icd, good 
men defended ujid comfort'jd, and the wicked rcclitimcd 
or punifhcd^ 

There is another fersle in which it may be faid that 
Coo IS omni prcfcnt, vl/. all things and all t'tmeji arc prc- 
fcnt to him ; he takes in the v/liole unlvcir: with hi-; rye, 
and difccrns as clearly all things, wliich ever v/cre or ever 
fliall be, as wc do the finglc objc<^ which i& this minute 
before our eye?, or the fingle point of lime which is now 
prefent; and therefore he has been called by die f'.Iiool* 
men an Eternal NoWf and liIs omniprcfcncc h-ji'i been term- 
ed by them his ultquUy ; for eternity is prcicnt with hinu 
Agreeably to this wc often find many things fpok^n of in 
his word as if they were prefent or part, which were not 
nor could be accomplifhcd until many ages to come ; as« 
fnr inftancc, the birdi, the incarnation and fulTcrings of 
^Chrift are fpokca of in fcripturc as prcfcnt, iliough they 
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Cd not take place ton^ long tame after. Wfaan the phi* 
phet liaiab fpoke of the birth of Chrift, he fpoke of ithi 
the prefent tenfe : ** Unto us a Child is boni» unto ni a 
8<m is given." So^ when the fufferings and death of Cbriil 
weiae fpol^en of bjr the ikzne prophet, he fpoke of thtm as 
paft : ^ Sorely ht hath borne our griefs, and canM 
«ur ibrrows ; yet .we did efteem him ftricken, finittea of 
Cod, and affli&ed*" And iwhen the fweet Smger of K 
lael celebrated the triumph of his afceniion, hciang of it 
,as already paft : . ^Thou-didft alcendonfaigli, tlumJiaft 
received gifts for men. Thou haft led captivity c|^ 
-five :" which words were particularly applied to the a( 
^enfion of Cbrift, and his receiving the miraculous ^ft of 
;he Holy Qbolt, and his triumphing over the prince and 
powers of darknefs ^ VKbiqh evjmts did ^ot take place bf 
feveral hundreds of years after they were fimg by David 
as if they Jiad been already paft. So the day of final 
judgment is fometimes fpoken of in prophetic flyle as 
already come. Enoch prophefied (as related by Jude) 
laying* "Behold, the Lord comcth witli tcp thoufand dt 
his faints, to execute judgment upon all.'' Thus a thou- 
.fund years are with the Lord as one day^ and one day ai 
a thoufand years : he does not calculate time by fucceflioa 
of days, months and years, as we do ; but, with one in- 
tuitive view, he takes in a boundlcfs eternity, with all the 
Jnfinite orders of being, and all their various anions, tem- 
pers and ftates ; and the moft minute attendant circuai- 
ftance does not efcape his notice j fpr not a fparrow lights 
on the ground, or perches on a bought without his know* 
ledge and infpe^ion. 

Thefc are all natural and mcommunicable attributes 
of Deity, of which no mere creature can be poffeffcd, awL 
befpeak undcrived divinity. 

We proceed ,to take mto confideration the MmV£^ 
Perfctflions, which aie naturiil and commumcabTc zl9 
bates of Deity. \^ Ral\ona 



1. RatumaSiy, or the power of'Teafoiimg. That G#o 
is the fbuntain of reafon^and tbat this diftinguiffaing 
power IS in him in die highcft degree of perfe^on, is fel£> 
evident; for every moral perfe^on.in the creatuiw mnft 
be in the Creator in its higheft perfe^ion, as in its origi- 
naL But then we are not to conceive ojf redfbn in God 
from what we perceive in onrf^ves while we are ezerci- 
Bng this power. We lay down certain propofitions, and 
then draw certain .concliiiions £rom them; we connect 
ideas and fentences, and then determine upon certain truths 
.which arife from that connexion ; and fo we come at the 
certain knowledge of one truth, by reafoning on, or argu^ 
ing from, others, and arrive by a chais of arguments at 
the knowledge of certain truths more remote^ and lels 
obvious, by arguing from firft principles and feif-evident 
propoiitions* But to God all things are open and plain : 
he does not come at the faiowledge <tf one truth by argu- 
ing from anothec, or, by combining Ideas, and attending 
to the connexion and relation which fubfifts between the 
various parts of the combination, draw the confequence ; 
fer he has one clear, intuitive view of all poflible things, 
'Without the fucceflion of ideas, or following a chain 6£ 
argumentation ; fo that he has reafon in perfedHon, taking 
m at jcme view all that the whole intelligent creation can 
ever arrive at by the clofeft reafohmg, -and infinitely be- 
yond what created intelleCl: can reach : and, though God 
I does not reafon as we do, yet it'is mofl evident that he 
;ltti the power in perfection ; as a man who lias the clear- 
<A Ueas, and can, without much labour, argue on anj 
point clearly and forcibly,' we fay, he is a man of fenfe, 
itafons well, or rs a man of ftrong reafon, though he 
ly not proceed in that flow way of argumentation which 
others of weaker minds are obliged to do, AxA 
lefore' God is fpoken of in Scripture as having an im- 
tt^te and perfed view of all his works, from the be- 
dng to die end ; of fuch perfe^ and ixifallibU know« 

C kdjs^ 
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kdge» that it is impoflible for him to err^ but he always 
determines according to the immutable nature and resdbo 

t* Ti^ nicxt moral perfe^ion of Deitj which we tkA 
p09tempLue is Coodnejs, This is a perfusion yt alwajf 
conned with the idea we form of God : but then we mufi 
always diftinj^uiih bet^-een the principle^ and the exerciie 
nS that principle toward proper.obje^ts. The facred Scrip- 
tures make and keqp up that difl^ndion :— r" O Lord, 
thou art good, and thou doefi good/' The goodnefs of 
Goo in principle is an in^mutable difpofition to a^ of 
lih^eTojLpnce^ aand the exerclfe of ^t principle is the acj- 
tual beftowment of favouxs upon their proper objeO% 
The principle isji^eceflary, and goes into the ycry idea we 
form of the great Firft Caufe; the exercife of that prin- 
ciple forms a leading trait in all lus works ; for behold 
they are all very good. The very nature of God is gotd- 
neft and UnevoUttct itfelf^ goodnefs and benevolence are 
therefore neceflary in the fame fenfe that his exigence is 
neceflkry. But the exercife of this principle is free and 
%'oluntary, and is always the refiilt of his other moral pcr^ 
fe&ions, 4Uid under the diredio^ of infinite wifdom. and 
in Arid conformity to eternal reafon, juftice, and the 
fitneis of tilings ; and the benevolent difpofition is not 
cxercifed witliout a good reafon for it. We muft not con- 
clude, bccaufe God is good in principle, neccfrarily 
jj^oody that therefore he mud ncceffarily conununicate 
^ppinefs to all bis dependent creatures, according to 
their nature and capacity ; but that his communicative 
goodnefs, or the ads of benevolence, are free and volute 
tary, founded in eternal reafon, direded by Jnfinitc wit 
^oxa^ adjufled by perfed equity in all its operations. If 
the communications of the benevolent principle were sie- 
jccifary, as the principle itfclf, then all creatures, witihoi^ 
any regard to their diaradcrs, woul j be equally happj J 

uccon£^ I 
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riccording to their capacity, and' evil of every kin^^old 

be excluded from all the works of God ; and happincfi 

m reafbnablc creatures, the fubjedls of God's moi^ ge- 

vemment, would in no fcnfe be the reward of their virtue. 

But wc fee and feel that there is evil in the world, both 

monil and penal, both' fin aild pam i and we are affured 

• that every one will be rewarded in the ftiturc "trorld ac* 

cording to his works : and this is pcrfe<5tly right, and the 

determination of the Divine Goodneft. The goodnefs of 

God, when moral agents are confidered as its obje^s, is 

not a dflpofition to make all equally happy, indifcrimi- 

natcly, at any rate, and by any nfeans : fuch indifcnmi* 

toe goodnefs would not be an excellency becoming a 

being who is perfe<ftly wife, jutt and reafonable, as well 

as good. Goodnefs in God is undoubtedly a difpofidoxi 

to fifcike the good, tHe upright, the fmccre cljriftian hap- 

py } and it is always exercife J in fuct ways, and to fuch 

*deirrce. as will bcft «orrfifjy>nd with the plaa gf bis g^ 

neral government, and moil illuftrate his other moral 

perfeftions. Goodnefs in God is a principle which in all 

ttf operations Is invariably dire<^ed by moral re^tude^ 

and an eternal averfion to moral evil. Happinefs is its 

objedy happinefs is its end ; but then it muft be right 

bappinefst happinefs which is the gracious reward of 

iTttc virtue. Thus God is good in himfelf, and his good* 

i*cfi extends through the univerfe. He is good to all> 

and his tender mercies are over all hJs works. — ^This leads 

^. to confiJer another of his moral perfedlions, add 

tbatii 



3. Mercy. I mention this next, as it is near akin to 
.Coodnefs, and differs from it only in its objefts. The ob- 
ulf^. ^ mercy are thofe who are in fonie degree miferA- 
•i but have no j»ft claim to favour : fo that mercy in 
D it a gracious difpofition in him to relteve diftrefs, and 
mw favour to thoft who hav^ rendered themfelves un- 
worthy 
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worthy of it, and who are in fome degree miferable. In. 
this fenfe God was merciful when he pitied man, fallen in- 
to a ftate of Cm and mifery, in which he muft haTe 
perifhed without help or hope, but from the mere mercjr 
of God. This interpofed, and faid, " Live ; I have found* 
a ranfom ; I have laid help on one mighty to fave :" and 
this was no other than the beloved Son of God, through 
whoie interpofition and^ mediation ample provi/ion was 
made for the refloration of fallen man to the image and 
favour of God. This was all rich, free, felf-moving 
mercy in God :. and we may join with Mofes, and fiiy, 
*« The Lord thy God is a merciful God." And indeed 
the fcriptures often fpeak of. God as being greatly moved 
with pity and compai&on towards the miferable and di£ 
trefled ; that he was even grieved and a£li(^d with the 
miferies and calamities that were fallen upon mankindy 
«rpecially tliofe which his own covenant-people were fuf- 

fcring4 that he was preifed with grief; that his bowels 
Vere turned within him : bjit thii^ is fpoken after the 
manner of men, and we muft be careful, when we con- 
template the Divine Nature, not to clothe it with the in- 
firmities of human ^aflions. But the mercy of God 
fteadily produces the moft fubftantial effe(5ls of the ten- 
dereft pity and compaffion. When God proclaims his 
name from Mount Sinai, it is, the Lord, the Lord God, 
jgracious and merciful; and when the people murmured and 
rebelled, and carried their outrage fo high that they were 
Upon the point of ftoning their rulers and leaders, and the 
Lord's anger was kindled againft them, and he faid unto 
Mofes, " How long fhall this people provoke me to an- 
ger ? Let me alone, and I will deftroy them ;" Mofes 
laid hold on this divine perfedicuiy and faid, " Let the 
power of my Lord be great, according asthourhaft fpo-i 
ken, faying) The Lord is long-fu£fering and of great! 
mercy : pardon I befeech thee this people, according ttTv^ 
the greatneft of thy mercy." This bramcji of the div^ii^ 
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goodntfs is, as well as po^^'^er^ trader the dire^ion of 
vifdom, and limited by eternal reafon and equity, and 
M ezercked in a way and manner, and to a degree, that 
correfponds with the harmonroixs difplay of the other mo- 
ral peifeitions of God. Let noiie ptefume on the mere 
mercy of God, and fin that grace may abound. Thofe 
who do, rauft not expeft that he who made them will have 
mercy on them, or that he tdio foriiied them will fhew 
diem his favour : for he will ftiew mercy on whom he 
will fhew mercy, but in conformity to his impartial ju£> 
ticc. — ^This leads me, in the next place, to fpeak— 

4. Of the 3^ice of God ; another eflential moral pcr- 

fe&ion of Deity. JuiHce in God is an immutable jdifp^ 

fltion always to do that which, from the unalterable nsi« 

ture and re:ifbn of things, is right ; and it is agreed upoti 

^y all mankind, that the Judge of the world mufl be jufl 3 

and in die adminiilration of difh'ibutive juilice, cfpecially 

in conferrii^ rewards and pimiihments, both in this life 

and in the next, the Judge of all the earth will certainly 

do Gxadly right. This perffedlion is fo efTential to the 

very idea we form of a God, t3iat all who acknowledge 

Us exigence, acknowledge his perfed and impartial ju£> 

ticc. But tlie " Lord our God is a God of knowledge, 

Vy whom adtlons are weighed" in a fcale of inflexibly juf^ 

lice. Abraham, fatisfied of this, acquiefced in that dit 

penfation which marked out the deflru^ftion of thofe infa- 

ifiom »id abandoned cities, Sodom and Gomorrah ; y-ct 

he.grounded his plea to exempt the righteous from die 

general deftrudion, upon his known and impartial jt&f^ 

lice : "That be far from thee," faid Abraham, " to flay 

Ac righteous with the wicked ! for fhall not the Judge 

."•fall the earth do right ?" In extraordinary cafes, when 

"* comes out of his place to puniih any flagrant wick- 

tini^ a di^iinflion is made, as there was in the deftruc- 

of jthe old world by the deluge. Noah was difHn- 

and feved, " for thee," faitli God, " have I found 

C J risbtcQU^v 
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righteous.** In the lingular cafe of the deftruaion of ttie^ 
cities of the pl^ by fire. Lot, whofe righteous foul jn^^i 
grieved with the abominations of the wicked around \3ixn§ 
was exempted}, ^d fnatched as a brand out of the burn; 
ing. And in that extraordinary, phenomenon of t^ 
earth, opening; her mouth and fwallowing. up Korahy 
Dathan and Abiram, with, their rebellious crew, a. re* 
ikiarkable difiindtion was made between the righteous aod ' 
the wicked : not one who was not concerned in that »» • 
bellion received the leaft injury. But in. the common t 
f onrfe of Divine Prov^dence^ where fecond caufes ad:- 
agreeable^ to the eftablifKed laws of nature, without any 
nHraeulous interpofition, they produce effied^ which -O^ 
ten involve the righteous and ite wicked, without any 
diftindion; for there is "one event to the righteous and*! 
the wicked 5" as» for inftance, winds, ftorms, thunder». 
earthquakes^ peililence, famine, &c. Hence when fecond^^ 
caufes aA freely, according to the fixed laws of nature^', 
there can be no diftindion of charaders, and the juftice- 
of the Supreme Judge remains unimpeached i for as this 
life is, in x)rd^ to another,- defigned as a -date of trial, we - 
muft not expedthat thcjuftice of God will, through th4? 
adminiftration . of promiscuous providence, - always ap* 
pear to us in that ftate without a cloud, or that no myfterj, ; 
will attend the execution of God*s providential govern* - 
ment \ *♦ but what, we know not now, we may know " 
hereafter ;" for- now even the. faints of- God know but iri 
part, and that part is feen through a glafs darkly ; now 
we live by faith, not by fight ; when this fcene clofes-^ 
when the paitience and the forbearance of God hasbeea. 
excrcifed towards finners, drawn out to long-fuffering, to ., 
fome longer, to others fhorter, as the wifdom and goed-^^ 
nefs of God fhaU fe^fit, or as the nature, reafon and 6u \ 
neis of things require-— and when the faith, the patience^ ,. 
the refignation and hope of his faints (hall be matured for v 
the inboitance in light^then every thing will be*ad}uflec^ 
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asd fet v> righui anJ " crcry one will ncdvc a< 
lo Uw deeds done in Ux b-idy, wheibcr tfaey kiTc besal 
goud, DT trhf tb«r tti«y h;iTc been c%-iL" Perfeft aikj in> I 
|»rtiiU jnllice will O.en Ik aJn/mil^iTcdi witbout anf r^ I 
paid to pcrfoiii; do hiding cr palliuing t 
the Lord nur Ood if 3 R^nrJt ^.'vd icrrible CoDt wb? 
■Jcth not the perform of iaa\ :" t3iea lJ>c Cx£ui and 
Alexander!, or pmcd snd oppretSTs-tynuiti, who 
have nrerthroiTB kingdoms ^^o \ix^ Uid waflc^ coua« J 
triet, deluged the earlfa ^vith blood, and oppretlcd i 
tieni menly to gratifv a TorJiJ li::1, v, ill feet \ 
itKBtJcIru ID dens and cjve= ■ ' ) to ti 

the rods li- 
the face of th- I,.- - ' day o 
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!cr day and night, Hhfyj Jhfyy befyj -h 
Imighty : heaven and earth are fiiH of 1 

is c^ndent, from the light of nature an 
3n, that he po/TcfTes this emmency of th 

a manner and to a c|egrce that no other 

only IS holy ; not but that other beings 
n a degp-ee and according to their finite 
It non^ m that manner and to that d 
>ry. It is the dilate cff nature, that a G 
(511 y holy. Plato faid, *• We cannot re 

any thing, if we do not refemble ther 
id Nebuchadnezzar faid, that the ijpi 
)ds was in DanicL And Scripture ale 
cfy thing which belong-s to God. " 
nd is his name. Hi& houfe, his ordinan 
ord, his works, and his ways, are all fi 
r he is the Holy One of Ifrael: and S 
ys, that there is none holy as the Lor 
oD enjoins us to afptre after the hii 
triilian pcrfeftion, he fays, " Be ye 1 
)ly." 
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is-faid to be the Only Wife God. This denotes that he 
is originally and independently fo, as no other being is 
or can be^ and that perfect wiiUom and defigiv always 
attend all the operations of his power, providence and 
grace. Wifdom is a perfe<5lion eifentially different from 
cttnnii)j^ craft or intrigue, and always fuppofes fome- 
thing good^ amiable and engaging. " Wildom in the Svu> 
preme^ imports reditude of nature^JuAice, benevolence 
and goodnefs, carried into execution by the befl-adapted 
means/' If we contemplate the works of creation, 
providence* and redemption, with a fcrious and devout 
mindy we (hall (ee fuch evident marks of confummate 
wifdom, in and through the whole, as might well fill us 
with adoration and ailonifhment, exprefled in the words 
of the Apoftle— '' O the depth both of the wifdom and the 
knowledge of God \ 

7. We neztfpeak of the almighty Power of God ; for 
ommpotence is- one of the moral perfc<5tions of the Deit^r*. 
Power in God is an ability to do every thing which im- 
pUes perfection ; a perfedt, active principle, which can do 
all things with eafe, or without labour, and at once in the 
moft perfeft manner. He faid, " Let there be light, and 
there was light." This almighty, adive principle in God 
it always under the dire^on of infinite wifdom, and li- 
mited by the nature and reafon of things. It may be 
£ud, that there are fome things which Omnipotence can* 

not do. God cannot deny himfelf, or make both parts of 
a palpable contradidtiou true, or a moral evil good, or a 

moral good evil ; for thefe are natural impoffibilities. It 
ii evident that divine power, which belongs to God, is 
always under the direction of infinite wifdom, and limited 
ty the other divine perfe^ions, and the nature and reafon 
of tlungs. This is tlie idea which the Scriptures give us 
^ Ac power of God. The Pfalmift faid, « Tvnzt have 
hard that power belongeth unto God;" Job faid, " I 
Vhr, Lord| that thou canft do every thing ;" and 

out 
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of power, but it would rather prove tl 
owcr, that is, that there was no fuch be 
ity, wife, good and holy being. There 
ue, though man Ihould be found falfe. — 
fiat we have to mention another peri 
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Truthf or the divine VeracUy. Tnis att 
ied to GoDt implies not only veracity, bu 
is not only abfolutely true in all that 
ful to perform all that he has promife 
; This is the fenfe m which the Script 
lity, when applied to Cod ; tnerefoi 
fulnefs are ipoken of together, as in 
• : ** Thy counfels, O God, of old, ar 
^ruth." And when God was about to 
1 which he had opened upon his fervan 

record of the word of God, and the 
, he faid, " Write, for thefe words are tr 
The words of God arc.perfedly true 
Lat is therein predidbed fhall be exadlly f 

lllViS of ornnH rxr<*f\rr\TXt(\nt^i\ "^trMX \\\^ ^Vi-r 



TjffS BSIHG AND PmIFECTIONS Of Coih 3f 

Mind there is a perfeA redlitude of will, the perfec- 
of knowledgef and an infallibility of underdanding; 
herefore ever maintains a ftrid correspondence be* 
xa his words, the fentiments of his mind, and the. re- 
' of thiijgs,: ajs, for inAance, when he declares a thing 
e {09 or^oty it;is really as he declares ; yrhen he^cooEL- 
ds us to do any ttung, 4t is Jbis yrijl ,or mind that wp 
Id do it ; when he forbids \is to d^ any tiling, it if 
1^ that we fhould abflain ; when he declares any 
g f\iture» that will certainly come t;o pafs exadbly in 
time and manner he had foretold it. jtf the declaraf 
is abfolute, it will abfolutcly take place in the time 
manner declared $ if it is conditional, it will certairii* 
yro^ to pais when the conditions are qompKcd fvith^ 
t is his^mind, and <* he U a Gob of truth, juA and 
t is he." His* faithfulnefs .chiefly rcfpe<5ts his pro- 
s, And their accomplilhment. When he promifes a 
I to certain perfphs or chambers," he adds an obliga- 
of juftice to tjiat of his word ; for when he promifes 
onfers a right on them to whom the promife is made^ 
gh the good promised -w^s all of ridi and xree gnice^ 
rtfore the Apoftle obferves, . that the crown of life 
td be conferred by God, as the righteous judge, on 
he faithful, though that crown was f he free gift of 
> tbroug^x Jefus Chrift.aur Lord, becaufe it was pro- 
d tlirbugh him to all fuch, by the Gon of truth, who 
lot lie. That this perfcdlion eminently belongs to 
», is evident, both from the ligJit of nature, and di- 
•rtrelation. The very nature and reafoh of things, 
he dilate of ^he jconfcious mind, tell us that truth 
faithfulnefs are perfedions that belong to all intelli- 
1 4>eings ; and ^ want of them implks not only 
It o&perfeaions, but great, if not the worft, of crimes 5 
ifim hdfinitely removed from the all-perfe^ Deity, 
di'ttid faithfulnefs are fuch perfections, that a hea* 
kHBBGC ffidf ^ If the gods were to become viilblc, their 

bodies 



bodies would bt compofed of light, and their lotil<"#Ji 
truth :" and the Scriptores every where afcribc thw per* 
■feflion'mthelii^eft degree tn Gon. Samneiraid," Now 
■Q Lord tliOT art God, and thy word* are true atid faith- 
ful ;" the Pfalmift fays, " T?ie paths of the LwJ sre all 
inercy and truth ;" Mofts faya, " The Lord our Gon ts 
abundant in goodnefs and irnih." In one word, it ti 
impofliblc that it ftioiild be othcrwife ; his truth » a» 
imnrotable as hisjuflice', as unalterable ai his nature, anil 
as infalli1)te as hrs"wifdom : what he has faid has berU 
"upon the priilciplcsnf etciTialandttnaltcTiible reafon iW 
will ihcre/ore as certainly perform the thing that hi) 
, gone out of his mouiTt, as he hinrielf /hall cxift j fat, it 
, t>ne jnt or one tittl* (honld fail, he would eeafe to be trot, 
, and therefore cesfe to ht: the ti:ue and living Gocf: ft 
that the divme veracity is ai it were the bond of all the 
pcrfe/lions of the Detty, the ftrength,of the divine go- 
vernment, the fuppori of the imivcrfc, the hope and com- 
fort of all the faints. Ttic divine veracity is the Itj noli 
In that facred anthem fung hy ttc angelic hoAs, when 
united with the aflembly ofglnrified faints, Tlicy fcl to 
'thrir feats thut Cod is [rnc, and ftrijte up an amlicm in 
.celebration of the divine veraciiy — " Great and marve- 
lous are thy works, Lord Gou Almighty, juft and true 
are all tliy ways, O thou King of 3aints j who fiiall not 
fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy lutmcf for thou only 
art holy." 

TJius I have endeavoured to lead you Into fome righl 
apprehenfioas of the true and living God, declaiing unto 
you him whom too many ignorantly worfliip, 1 have 
ufcd not the enticing words of man's wiidom, but )W 
^reat plainnefs of fpeech as I have been capable of on jil 
_ fublime a fubjefl. My chief aim has been, to inrtniA j^i 
Igaorant, efpecially the young mind, and ttioib wlip^ | 
mot time not difp ofuion to think fcrigufly and jiropcr] * 
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||Imk|: Being in whom they live and move and have their 
tuftenc«. : No doubt there are fonie» even in this enligh- 
tflned agc» who would be confounded at that plain and 
(hfirt que,ftioQ9 JVbai u God P not becaufc they are either 
totall J 4^orant of hiniy or are difpofed to deny him^ but 
bccaide they, have not accuftomed themfelves to think fe» 
riocfly or properly of him : he is not in all> nor in hardly 
any, of their thoughts ; they do not inquire in eameft» 
Where is God mj maker ? From the didates of nature, 
the Toioe of reafon, and the force of education^ they con- 
clude that there is a fupreme being, and that he ought to 
be worfhipped by his rational and mtelligent creatures, 
and therefore pay him fomc adls of homage and worfliip, 
in pnvate or public, without perhaps fo -much as once 
thinking what kind of being be is, or what fort of wor- 
ihip and homage is due to him. Now the worfhip of 
fuch IS much like that paid by the Athenians to 4:he un- 
known Goo, and the infcription on their altar would be 
like theirs. And there are others who know God, but 
glorify him not as God ; who, while they profefs with 
die mouth •that there is a God who judgeth in the earth, 
yet fay in their hearts that there is no God. The fpirit 
tnd language of their conduct is praSlcal infdelity^ 

Ko^ tbat I might awaken in fome a ferious and prac- 
tical fenfe of the ever-living Jehovah, thatthay might 
teaUse themfelves in his pre&ncc,-. and think, and fpeak, 
and aft, for the future, in a manner worthy of thact fpiri- 
tnsd, holy, wife, juft and good Boing whom they have too 
igaorantly worfhipped; and that the profane and pre- 
'fiimptuous tranfgreiFor might be reclaimed, and reduced 
Jo the love of God, and the pradlice of thofe things which 
)lc pleafing in his fight, through Jefus Chrift ; I have, in 
^concife, and I hope in an intelligible, manner, difcourfed 
te me natural and moral perfeftions of God. And noAV 
»lAat improvement fhall we make, or what influence 
wdd tbefe ferious and fublime truth* have upon our 
%art» aad lives ? D "^Vv^l 



They fliouM at Icaft cnpi^ «'» when y^c addiWs MHJf 
to do it. in fifqh'a manner as is \^ort]Yy r/ u1>cin,'*-|[:»oflMUI 
of the xxroft adomblc and amiable 'j«:'5ir:!i«ii;,»prf»iV2r' to 
command our reverential fear, excite our ai'<Vrt l/'vvr* hp'? 
to produce that fmcerity, aiid that «!Hii(le?nS!cdupr»ght- 
nc&f in which alone he takes ])lc:iitJ9t^ i^cc us rt<H rtifh 
into hjs prcftnce as the horfc ninicih z.\r.{) the b'litilc, oral 
inconfideratcly as a fool gocih to i}ie cnncLiion of the 
(locks ; nor Ihould wc be falisfied willi o:ily* uttcrin^i^ iMt 
a dull form of words; mnre like a frnrdcfs charm kiMM 
fed to a dumb idol, than a fiTiriiual iucriiice oOcred to At 
ever-living Jehovah. 

i^ Is he not only a bcinj^of infinite and unerring rca^ 
fon, but the origin of all intelligence ? Let w, piiylum 
our grateful acknowledgemciiLs, that lie m.ulc ns rcafona^ 
ble creatures — ^breathed intc^ u:> the breatli of life : for 
** verily there is a fpiric in man, ^11 J the irif^'i ration of die [ 
Almighty gave him underfl:;>n'J«n/j." I-.et us never '4& 
below this noble character, dv i'uUjc^ our rcafon to the 
t)T;mny ofthe paflTioas, prcjjudices and lulls. Often (liouU 
ivc call umkWc^i to an aicoiinl, lind imj'jire whctlier we 
SiQ. a rcafon able part, auwl devote our rational jjowers to 
him from whom v/e received tlicm ; yieldijig our bodies 
and fouls to liim ai; a foil ol living JL-crillcs, which is oitf 
moil reuf.nubic fci vice. 

2. Is h? /(.-ol, gnod i.i Iiirnfclf, nnd '^ ;od to alI*~Avhofc 
tcmlcr mtrci-.'; are over all hi" T^orkr, ? llr^ maHc a v.'orW, 
and made man, that he mlglit have objr(fl<; on -whom he 
migiJi bc-lov/ his bounties. Let us th?n rctnm him onr 
mofl unfeigned thanks for the Ijencfits of creation,' fcrr the 
bounties of provide-nce, and for the difllnguifliingfeleflingl 
of grace ; and let his goodncfs lead us to repentance, zvA 
animate us to a life of gratitude and obedience, and dif- 
pofe us to do good to our brethren of mankind, as we 
/liivc ability and opportuuiiy ', dia.1 Y:<i xu'a.^ \Mi, ^vA ap- 



(€)ur tOb be* therchibiremof-tbat Goix wha does good ta 
lbs <yil'.aBd:unth^n]cfulr ainl fW^th hU rain on the juf^ 
<uid u^iaft. 

'3I We have heard that he is not only good, but meiw 
tifuL He pitied oar fallen race, took our cafe, when it 
\\i\A become defperate," into conilderation, and, from hi» 
felf-moving benevolence, and rich and free mercy, laid 
bdlp on:one mighty: to. fa ve, and in the fulncfs of time fcnt 
Ill's beloved Son intqpur world^notto condemn the world^ 
but that the world through him might have life. O let 
lU meSrcy, which has interpofed between us and ruin, and 
kVhich has appecivcd unto all men in his gofpd, teach us 
^o'tleny u^^odllaeis and worldly lufts, and to live foberly, 
roghtcottflf and gpdly in this prefent world, looking for 
bh^ :Uf ^>^ ^9Pf9 ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^y ^^^ receive tliis .grace of 
jSoD-ifiL vain ; and let the bowels of mercy, which moved 
t4i^i^?;4%^\ ^ wifh'cdmpafEon for others in diArefs» 
an^ Ic^ 1^ 9im tq be merciful, as Q^r Father who is in 

l^yoa is mercifuL 

" ' ^- ■ •" . 

4. Heisjuft; a Grov of judgmenti by whom anions 
nfc. w«ighf dr: 'Hij^ teaches us that we fhould live righ- 
tifqjoQyy vaiif3i}jfj^^&,GoD the.thing$ w^ich are Gon^s, and 
^Cx^ the th^^ • ^^fa ' ^1*6 f5v£^fs. We ihould do . 

topi^elvcs-^feeky ffcure- and promote our higheft 
ft ^aivl be ftri^lyjuft to. aH n^n* doing to,Dthers at 
1^ times as ve would have others do to uii m change of 
feircamflances. 

5. He is holy. This we fliid implies all moral perfec- 
Lct us then venerate this amiable attribute, and 

at a diftance from all jfin and moral evil, and with a 
caution fliun the very appearance of it ; never make 
^jK>ld experiment how near we may approach its dan- 
Ms boundaries without being chargeable wich pofitive 
1 1 but let us feek eameftly the An(5tifyiag influences 
Uci&d Spirit; that wc may be fan<Si£ied wholly, and 
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AAV/A J' *\/«<»« •««> m*mj try mavav •....• ^ ... . 

cfired it." 

In one Tvord— Is he wife and powerfiil 
jl ? Let the confxdentkm of this excite 
1 an providential eventi, calmly confidi 
re prote^ion and immutable veracity ; : 
ur own weaknefs> and that it is not in i 
fzjf let us afk wifdom of him who gived 
.nd upbraideth none ; and, fenfible of 01 
et us truft in the Lord Jehovah, in whc 
Erength. While we are ready paflionai 
hat all men are liars, let us truft in the 
or blefled are all they that put thdr tr 
s a rock, and bis v^ay is perfe^ ; anc 
>uth are the operadcMU of bis hand. 

It is our duty, honcmr, intereft and h 
pleafe a God of fuck perfedions ; and 
cue fprings from bright apprehenfions c 
blefled God, and an internal conform! 
unage, then it becomes die fruit of fa 
and, having' our Am unto holincfs, the 
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The Divinf, Moral and Mediatorial Charaflcr 
of the LoR-D Jfcsus CurXst. 
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MATTHEW, xxii. 41. 
U^Bgi' fh'mk je fjf Chrtfif nuhnfi ftm^ ir hf 

Tfy fnxvn rffcht npprchcnfiont of Jrsu3 Christ, and 
to have thnfc apprhcnrKm* take bolil of the licartt 
ib a> properly to iTifliii^icc the life, is cifrnti.il to th^it rcli- 

gron wWrb he rain? to rcv<sal and ellablifh in the world. 
For w;int of tfcfi, the J?w^ treated the WefTcd Jcfiu i^ith 
contempt, and rcjciflcl U/th Ms pctfon and hi? pofpcJ. 
Th*?/ fiyr.n'T'J vrry filfr npprchrnijons of their pronii fed 
ai^d crpcftrd M.fT-.ih. ?^lfl?>ing' thc'Sacrcd Oracle, and 
entertaining wronrr notion ; of true ffrcatncfs th':y cnn- 
clnJed ih;*t Ilo wonld cfrne in all the apparent ;;randcnr 
and external p'^rj'ip f>f an Cirthly pfincc ; iFiat he would 
cr:^ a pfililiral rnonatcJiy uHiDng'them, injikc Judea the 
CTT/T'r frf" hi'* ki;i;/d-jrri, arid JfjrulJd'jm hi', royal eity, 
where he wof»l f fiz hi'j p,ihice, and kefj* his court- Dc- 
iup; prejfr.fT fT'J vnlh th'.fc v/rong uppiehcnfiruis, a'.foon as 
th*jy bchcM ihe hmnhh form in wliicrh Jcfir; of Nii/aretb 
wade his i'r.ll jij.penninrc arrifui^ th'.rn, they defpifcd 
Lim, nM reje'^t^d hotlj Jili pcifon antl ihc ncdiigc* which 
L« bf ought ; fnrf wh'jn he c;jmc to hi-i own [natiooj 
' ifky ' received him nf t : bui toaltnivUxoMft^ Vstf^t^ 



JO TbE CuAldCflt Of CMtLttr* 

<*Caff there come any good thing out of Nazaredrf^ 
though he came (except his uncourtly appearance) widi 
demonftrations of .his cfivine originalf which proved hin 
to be the true and long<xpeded Meffiah who was t» 
come> and that they need not look out for another. 
The icribesy pharifees, and (adduceesy the niHng poft^ 
treated him with fcom, and reprefented his pecuUar doc- 
trines as juft matter of ridicule ; and^ that they migitt 
draw the odium of the common people upon biBif -they 
artfully endeavonred to entangle him in his talk, and 19 
puzzle him with hard and perplexing qneftimisy fe?enl 
of which we have in our context ; as that in the 17th 
▼erfe-— '^ Is it lawful to give tribute to CxSxtt or notF* 
This queftion Was put to him by the difciples of the phak 
rjfees, with the herodians^ men of differeut fentimentSy aadf 
in di£Fcrent intercfts : the pharifees ftrenuoufly mamtaiil* 
tif. that the Jews, being the covenant people of Gedi 
ought not to pay tribute to a Gentile prince or lordf and 
the herodians as warmly plead for Csefar's authority ; fo 
that, let him anfwer which, way he would, he muft either 
draw upon him popular refentment, as the betrayer of 
the liberties of a free people, or expofe himfelf to ait ac* ■ 
cufation of fedition or treafon againft Ccfar. But. Us. 
anfwer was fuch as left his enemies no room to form an.. 
accufuLion againft him : *^ Render to Cxfar the thiagt . 
which are Cxfar's, and to God the things whicb are 
God's»" Another perplexing queftion was put to lum , 
by the iadtlucecs^ about the refurredtion of the dead, and 
a future ftatc, both which they denied. They put the 
cafe of a woman who had had feven hulbands in this 
-world fucccffively, and then afk whofe wife flie would be 
be at the refurrc<5tion ; for they all had an equal claim to 
her in this life. His anfwer to this queftion was (ucfa ai" 
fully proved the dodrine they denied, and fbowed thtf 
their error as to the refurrcAion and a future ftate ipnOlf 
^om grofs ignorance of the Scriptures and the power ^ 



ObSl; iUldf^carnediiich convi<^on along with it, as afto^ 
niflied' the muhittuk^ and filenc;ed the fadducees,i A- 
tUtd qtieftioi^ Kra» s&«<^ him by<a eaptiOHS lawyer, with > 
the iani« ill-nsftare<t dt%n* 'Tlih quefUcm referred to ar* 
dilf»Qte which AibfiA^d among the fe^aries of that day,' 
iboQt the pveference to be giyea^^to the ceremonial or the' 
moral kw.' He aiked, <* Which i» the great command- 
ment of the law V* Our Saytour onfyrtttdi ^/This is -the 
Brft and great command of the law — ^Tholf (halt love- 
the Lord thy God.widi aU thy heart $ and the fecOnd is 
Bice imto it— Hioir fhalt love thf neighbour as thyfelf :'' 
fe makihg fupreme love to God, and' impartial love toi 
our neighbodx^ the bafis of chriftian morality, and the " 
operating principle of uxiiverfal. obedience to all^ the com^ 
mancbnenc^ of God,' without giving the preference to * 
any* either nio?al or pofitiVe : which frufh*;ited the ma- 
Ucioasdefign. of the crafty qneiiil, and put him to fi- 
Upce. Then: oue divine Lord in; his tumrput the fcrious 
a|id intcreAiAg quefiipn of my text— -<^ What tUpikye of 
Chrift ) wJbosTe ibs is he i" They faid, << He is the foiv^ 
of David i" which indeed they could not teconcile witli - 
Oavid's ealliAg hizA Lord. I fhall humbly attempt an 
aifwer to this q^oeftion, and £hew whofe fon he is, and 
i(h^ we (hould think of him* That I may do this in- as 
lliun, concife aiui.iQteliigM>leamaxmep ai»^I can, I ihall. 
q^A;tvooj( tO' unfold and-4ifph«y his divine, moral' and 
iipditttorifll offices and cha«a6kers^ L d<^nOt expert to 
i^tisfy the curious,.- or vemove every o^edtion ; but I 
hfipe to lead the young and candid inquirer into the 
IpQwledge ofChrift JofuSf.andto benefit the riflng gene:-; 
AtjoDf whofe edification I have chiefly in view. 

:'-L. We fhall take' ai view of his Diviue CJSara8er.- 
4fld.it is evident that he pofTefies the natund and moral ' 
I. frrfeftigm of Deity, and that we fhould think of him as*. 
fdiviae ; the brightnefs of the Father's glory, and 
J^itfr image of his perfon 5 and lA this refpe^ft we 
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(heflld konpMT die Slifi xf.weh^nouM^i^'F^^f^ ifCs" 

iyi aot coHynanicabl*; io-,^K »Hcr« ?.co^wqi howinajs 
ed fctver he-may; bcf Jfarjic is-iw^'ef,God» cfaatheilUj 
ajl pl»ec»wtiJi his :H^feifce-.r":€8it .myi Iii^t himfclf in 
ft cfet prices. that I 4*ou!d'n»ll fne'hvovi'" faith (he Lord u 
*' do I not fiil ht;aven anj: earth J'" k «■* zhtK ii-no h'hJiftpi 
irom G(td, be cairiV Jje ftils <tll tlw intltute enttn^on, «£; 
fpace. ' Sa the Pfjlmiil ftrongly -^nd biswtifuUy IntenMM 
gates, in fi4?h a minKcr M [i4inIj!;i!B!llieW iJit-ilnwijAfc 
affirihation-j "Wliere.nnlJ I goiVeBuhy^SpiititJ vVSI^ 
tier fljull I ftM from thjt'ppei'enta? Ifi iifptrd Eb biwj 
v«iii tliou 4rt"chcre.;'erif I iiiil i inj'lii 1 in Iml] '1 hMt^ 
thou* art ther^," &c.. Tliui heaven,, eactji an<i jtell.afqo 
fall of the divin; prereitcci imd every parE of tlia.muwnb. ' 

tha wU0rh«adi9i(adttuCud^^'A»^MiMi9 ^ar%J^^^ip(Sgii|ll 

na<rbe^:thtHifa»d-o# dMi»-lfetk^iArb)iM^'Bti.m>ii|iiii . 
tJMl^nu tinicyA'tbfc^uid niat»dHtai4'A^;Hif)natt.(H|^ - 
3a^b< promtTodt to be pfrfrnT-itfrh^'hni fnirlrfnlMttfrifJMil 
i*-llie'clifchaigq of tkei<rtiMTV'^'tM-.«n(l-oftdi44;«MJ|||l||i 

placet aC ons- 4fi(t-tfM'-:&»u flaR,-'«a^thn>u£lM>d(Hf^ 
tfancs, la-aS rJdrm, 'whm &«Mt'<i# tfrtt-^wtt- luAi. ifl^' 
cfpli^ t^tht eHef tKevHi^^ Ik-'tbtMfbtv- itlt'-ifi' 
things — is inatt frheW) in beavcR.'tKi die«ar(ht4a'|iM|l)r 
and pRTidie afieinblw^ in audi l»itI«.CTCrf wdtrnlw^ft 
she and tba&niG time, ^'* -f il? linif-i -i-iih ifinifl - 
ftEei>auiipKfcati*R.iropesa|dulnrii^;ftQfe» t;:Mt.>)4'tiX ; 

■■^ii • »■' -« ., -'-J ■■■ S'*l-»- -'i*..'.. :iv.:i^ 



TtiB CaARMcrKk 6p Cmttsr. 35 

3. Jtfus Chrift i« eternal awd immutahh ; and eternity 
stnd immutability are eiTential and incf'niir.unicablc attri- 
butes of the Deity. I mention thcfe t<i;.^cthcr, bccaufe 
they imply each other ; and I mean to be ns concife and 
plain as poflihlc. It is afifertcd, thwt Jefiis ChriR is 
** without beginning of days or end of life :" it is faid, 
he is the Alpha and Omega, the Y'nli iind tlie Lafl :*' it 
is faid, that '* Jefus Chrid is tlie fan«c» yederiLiyy to-day 
and forever." He who is without bcj[(innin^ of days, or 
end of life^ the Alpha and Omega, the fame, yeflei Jay, 
to-day and forever, muft be eternal and ininiuiaiile : but 
Jefus Chrid is faid to be fo, and h, thcref';ie I'^'lfeni'd of 
all chofe incommunicable attributes of tlic Deity. 

3. Jefus Chrift is owirz/Cvrttf— another natural and in- 
communicable attribute eifential to the Deity ; which 
implies a full and perfeA knowledge of all things pad, 
firelent, and to come, with all the thoughts, purpofes, 
defigns and proje^ions of intelligent and nxurA agents : 
nnd this knowledge is alone tlie prerogative of God. 
Solomon juftly obfcrves, " Thou, (f})caking of God) 
CTcn thou only, knowcft th^ hearts of the children of 
tnen.'* This fame knowledge the ble/fed Jefus afTumcs, 
md fays, " I am he who fcarchcth the heart." And Pe- 
ter, addrefling himfclf to his divine Mafler, fays, " Thou 
knoweft all things." John fays, " He knew what wa» 
in man ;" and Matthew fays, that " he knew their 
thoughts :" nay, he fa/s himfelf, that as the Father knew 
him, fo knew he the P'afher ; putting himfclf in point of 
knowledge upon a level with the adorable Fsitlicr. Now 
it is certain that he who fcjirchelh the heart, he who 
knows the thr)nghts of men, and is in them — nay, tiut 
he who knows God in the ivime manner as he i^ known 
of God, mufl be polfcfFcd of omr.ifcience in tlie fullcJl 
fenfe : anJ it is certain that Jefus was and is pofloffoJ r/ 
this knowledge in the fullefl fcnfe, ;iiid tlierefore niuif 
be properly and tru!/ divine — the tru': G'd> and F.tcrnal 
Ufc/ V V'^^"- 
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providence is ezprefslf afcribed to Jefus Chrift : for die 
Apo(Uc fays not only that all things were made by him 
and for hinis but that by hixn ;dl things condft ; k e. it 
is by his |>owerful providence that all things which haTc 
been jnade by him are preferved by him, and are eciw 
trouled and direded to dieir various ends and uiCf ia 
their various orders and -motions : it is by his providence 
that all things are what tbey are. And, left it (hould 
be undcrftood as though be adod by a delegated powcTt 
as God's vicegerent, or deputy-governor, m the king- 
dom of providence, it is affirmed, that he ** vpholdeth 
^1 things by the word of his power." If he upholds and 
governs all tilings, then he muil have all providential 
events in his hands, .and under his conlroul, and muftbe 
.f uprcme in the kingdom of providence. And, .as a fiir- 
.iher evidence of his fupremacy in providence, he b the 
conftltut.cJ -Judge of Jbuman a(5lions, and will prefideoa 
the viipfd day, ,and aflign to men rewards and purnfli- 
jinents ; for we are a Cured, from his own mouth, that 
*• the Fatlier judgeth no man, Mit hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son, that a}l men might honour the 
Son as they honour the Father." Now it is faid that 
-we muft all give an sk count of ourfelvcs unto God* and 
yet it is affirmed, that we muft all, fmall and great, ftand 
before the judgment-feat of Chrift : therefore it is plain 
ahat Chriil is God. Ami, agreeable to this, when -the 
prophet Z^hariali defcrib^J the judgment day, he (aid, 
•" The Lord my God lliall come, with all his faints with 
Lira, and he fhall be Ki/^ over all the earth :" and this 
fiime glorious perfonajrc, who fhiJl come with all the 
fuints with him, the Apoflle fays exprcfsly is the Lord 
Jefus Chrifl. Thus it appears, that he who upholds all 
things by the wprd of his power ; that he who contronll, 
governs and dirc(5h all thino-s to their feveral ends, and 
fixes the liniJ flat^ of all the human race, and is cxpreC* 
If culled the Crrai Cody tlie True God^ and by the IVo- 
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jjhety the L^J my God^ and by the Apoftlei my LorA 
ind mj G0J9 mud dcfcrve divine honours, and to be ac- 
biowledged the Supreme Lord of providence.—— I pals 
n the next place to ^ak— 

' • 3. Of hi9 nUraculoiu worh, I fhdll not pretend to give 
fov a tompletie hi (lory of his miracles ; for if all that Je« 
fta'AdMXtd ikid ^rere written, the -whole world would 
fearcelyicoAiitJiin^the boaks, or it would be too volumi« 
acmstor eoainlon nfe. I fhall only coUedl a few in* 
(tanceSi^juft enough to prove that he had unlimited powi 
Br over every part of the creation, fo that all nature felt 
his power^-and fubmitted to his authority^ 

.f/The inanimate ..part felt his. power, anil fubmitted: 
bye curfed the fig tree, and Jt immediately dried up ; he 
pQUvnajoded the fea, and it immediately obeyed him 
vritlv>ut rdiiftance ; when the waves r;in high, at his re- 
bukp t}icy fiibf&ded into a calm : he chid the winds, when 
they blew a ftorm, and they were at once hufli and filenty 
infqmuch tliat all who beheld the miracle were ailonifh- 
e j, and faid, ^* What manner of man is this, that evea 
the winds and iea obey him !"* 

'The animal world felt and fiibmitted to his govern- 
ment : The unbrokc colt behaved in his hands as well as 
the beft managed horfe, though by the facrcd (lory it ap- 
pears highly probable that he had no other bridle than a 
halter, and no other fad die than the outlide garments of ht$ 
admiring attendants. And the fifh too, which are as mucfli 
beyond human controul as the element they fwim in, 
even thcfe obey his orders ; one of them paid his tri- 
Mte, and thereby, owned his jurifdidlion over them* 
defame miraculous power, or greater, did the ble/Tcd 

Jefod 
■ ♦ T'if conf clous waters f eh the poio'r divine^ 
4!anjfe/yd tie God, and hlvJbUl themfches to win^^ 
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3fcfus exercife over the mtional part .of tbe creation. 
The human body and mind felt.his,powery and found it 
.tp he divine. He gave fight to thofe who had been born 
blind ; he unftopped the ears . of tlie deaf ; he loofened 
the tongue of the dumb.; he.teftored cripples to the free 
nfe of their limbs, who had been lame from tbdr mo- 
thers' womb; be ^rebuked malignant fevers* and thflf 
immediately left the dlfeafed perfon ; he cleanfel tbe 
polluted leper with a word fovereiguly fpoke*-*/ «Mi8i 
h thou. clean; :he. cured the incurable paralytic | be diP 
pofTqilied evil fpirits, and delivered thoie who bad bom 
bouLd by Satan* reduced them to their reafon mk 
fenfes, and* what is much more wonderful* tnTpind 
tbem with the temper and fpirit of the citizens of hjeap 
ven ; for the divine Jefus exerted a force equally mira- 
culous over the mind as he had done over the body ; as» 
for inftance, he fo intimidated a whole aflTembly of fcribes 
and pharifecs, that he drove them from their counter^ 
which they had facrilegioufly ere<5lcd in the temple* and 
from their ungodly gains, unafliftcd by any human aid, and 
armed only with a fingle fcourge, and the energy of a 
fliort remonftrance — " It is VTitten, My houfc (hall be 
called a houfe of prayer ; but ye have made it a den of 
thieves.-' He flung fuoh terror into a body of Jcwifli 
ofHcers, and Roman foldiers, who came to apprehend 
him in the garden, as that for a moment they vrtsf 
wholly dLfai-mcd of all their courage — a terror whicti 
blaftcd all tlieir rage and fury, even though it was 
wrought up to fuch a pitch of mad frenzy as to eraic aD 
tlie tender icntimcnts of humiinity ; for tlie facred tcit 
fjiys that they went backward and fell to the gronndj 
and tlie words which he made ufe of when he confounded 
his aifailants were in thcmfclves the mod gentle and 
kind — v/hcn he faw them advancing in a hoftile manner, 
with fwords and (laves, he meekly aflccd, "AVhom fek 
ye I 4bey faid, Jefus of Nazareth. He (kidi I agi he ; if 



"ft ftek me, let thefc go their^ay." So (as one obfcrves) 
he capitulated for his friends, while he implicitly redgned 
bimfelf their prifoncr : but his words were with power : 
never man fpake like hliHb The fame miraculous power 
be employed in making difciples, that he did ia laying 
proftrate. hi^ enemies* He commanded James, John and 
Matthew* ^th an air of meek majefty, to follow him \ 
they all obeyed him, and became his difciples and con- 
(bmt followers »• they received the call when they were 
in the midft of all the ardours of fecular life ; they quit 
theiv worklly tiews, to follow a defpifed Mafter. To 
Zacdieus, irhoie curiofity to fee Jefu^ led him fo far to 
fergeC his rank a^ to run before the crowd, and to climb 
s trte« that he might have a better profpe<5l of him in the 
midft of the furrounding multitudes, he only faid, '^ Comic 
down, for I muft abide at thy houfe :" Zaccheus imme- 
diately obeyed, and received him joyfully, not only into 
& htfofe^ but into his heart, ^ere he had wrought a 
ildgfatf change ; from an oppreffive p^blicari he became 
&*benetolent faint ; • and was wiBing^'to fhare his eftate 
^fMtt the poor, as an acknowledgment of a much greater 
hcruQX idiich he had received from the gracious Saviour 

ePfinners. Thonfands beiides, who had been the. tame 
flafves of the prince of darknefs, were by his almighty 

nord, accompanied by divine grace, freed from darknefs^ 

chains and guilt, and made the free citizens of heaven i 

ftatched (as one obfcrves) from the fuburbs of hell, and 

mvcfEed with all the privileges of the fons and daughters 

of the Lord God Almighty ; • which is the moft illuftri- 

QOs of all the miracles which the blefled Jefus wrought. • 

IBs miraculous power w»s not limited by the confines 

0f mortality, but death and hell owned his fupremacy : 

ju ^ dead heard his voice, and came forth ; for be had 

II power over the grave ; demons left their pofTeflions^ and 

k, Cood trembling before him, and afkcd, with diabolical. 

' mnfitnution, *^ Arc thou come to torment as before the 
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pmti wt knew thc^, wbo thou art, the Holjr Dfle'ot' 
p0' '^* and they dared not. injare die moft. idtjidiHli 
woimsi without his leave. - * ^ 

• * * ■ ■ # 

' A«d,'- as an addition- to tfa« ^rf ^ Km dMiie-diifr 
rafter, lie ^^tiT^red himfelf as a God^ and ^ake «i neivf 
onto f|>s{ke 1 he V#rmght bis mirade» sA>hu ifwft maik 
^and^bjhisown authority ^-therefore he fiiad taJtba*^ 
pfcthe'paUyy ^/fay unto- thee, Arift, take up thfhed^ 
^d waSk^i-ttf the feptr,^/ w^/be iteiF ckan'^-^^fo die 
WSead. he! faiti^ «< / fay linto thee, Anfe^^-^^ad to.^At 
'btiried-fae crved with a hmd vdicey^^liaxaniSy* 
^foAfa.** /When he delirered his meffilges, he put on 
' jSir of diris^ majefty't-he didnot ufethe-Ajiie of^dii 
cedlllg prophets, who came with a 7%9ii JUit ik XiI^'j 
fnit Ferify, verify^ I fof Mnt9 thee. 

•^ And^ 5all this we may add'the united fuffiages, of all^^ 

,|he prophets, the apoftles, the fsunts below, and fiusts 

.^bove, wbo hare all fubfcribed to his divine, cha r afleri 

who h^ve all. either exprefsly called him God, or have 

afcribed'fuch perfedions to him as would be blafyhemj 

in them to do, if he was not. God, or truly diytpal 

David called him. My Jshovah ; Ifidah, The migblyGili 

Zcchariah caUed.tum, Jehovah, my God ; Msdiichi ca^ 

led him Je HOT AH ; St«.Paui called him Gob.over alJ^ 

OoD manifeft in fieih, and the Great God ;. Thomaii^ 

called him his Lord and his God ;.. and the apoftle Jolm 

calls him, exprefsly, the tru£ Godf and Eternal Life ; And 

the twenty-four elders, the reprefentatives of the Old and 

Kew Teftament faints, have fummed up and united in thefr 

evidence, and exprefsly addreis him under that glorioQS 

and incommunicable title. Lord Gjod jdimighty. An^ 

now what think ye of Chrift I Whofe fon is he i DBt 

muft, I think, all with one voice fay. Verily he iS die fill, 

. of God, worthy of divine honour and adoration ; zA 

JbbooQW: fbc Sou as we bououi th^Tax^L^* Asulditf '' 
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zpptBT widi Qluftration if vr^ take an impartial vie# 
of his moral cHaraAer. If indee^f he is po&iKd of dke 
Aataral and incommunicable attribtttes of Deitf, wa 
Cannot donbt of his mo^ ch^rader ^ nor can it be 
.itecdiary to fay much on this, after what has been fM of 
Kv divine charaAer. Yet, for the benefit of youdiy fot 
1tfh6m tfaefe diifeourfes are principally defigned> I would 
ob&rve— 

z. While he appeared in flefhi he fulfilled aB ngbtewfi 
mfim He was holy^ harmlefsy feparate from fin^ His hu* 
BKin nature was the immediate and miraculous produc* 
thmof the Holy Ghoft, and therefore immaculately bofyf 
free from that contamination whkh, through the earl]f 
apdftacy, had polluted human na(ture in general* There* 
fore the angeU who brought, to the Bleffed Virgin the 
news of his miraculous conception, faid, •* The Holy 
Ghoft ihsdl come upon thee, and the power of the High* 
eft (hall overfliadow thee ; and the holy thing which (haU 
be bom of thee fliiill be called die Son of God.^* Hi« 
heart was pure, there was no error in his judgment, no 
bias on his will, no inordinacy or alienation of affe^ions ; 
fdr we find .that his ^i:^ delight was in the fervice of 
God, in the temple, where, at twelve years old, he was 
found fitting witliin the circle of the Jewifti do<flors, hear- 
mg their le:imed dlfquifitions, and modeftly aiking them 
qucftions, which difcovered fuch furprifmg genius, 
MUi fuch uncommon •kno\^'ledge of divine things, as 
aftoniflied the venerable bench. And, when he entered 
upon public life, tlie two fundamental principles of mo- 
rality, fupreme love to God, and benevolence to men> 
fcmed to he wrought into his very conftitution, and ac- 
toated his whole life. The Holy Father faw the innate 
itditude of his foulj and teftified at his baptifm, by a 
Wicc from heaven — " This is my beloved fon, in whom I 
■ ,na.srell.plcafed«". And, befides his inoocency and in- 

Ka natc 
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nate ttGdtaic of tofol, ht received on that oceafidir jiii 
Hplf Spirit^ beyimd nieaiure ; thesefore he wai fioiAifii ' 
ed^ and became hoLj to a degree .beyond what anjr limitii 
ed nature befide^ ever was or could be* His exalted 
holinefs difcovered itfelf m the mpft fublime aAs of 
pustyand devotioui a^d an ardent defire- to- pkaic- Ut ] 
H^v^y Father* ^e. often hear of his redring(.fiooai t 
bufy crowd* and a noify world, that he might .gjm vcfl| 
to the facred paffion of love* in holy converfe with ISm 
whom be made it t&e^fCudy of his thoughts^ and the de- 
lightful employment of his life» always to pleafe; andhii 

will ymfi fo entirely wrought .into a conformity to -die 
divine will, that he. could fay at all dmes, It it my .meat 
and my. drink. to do the irill of my t*ather whoia ift ^ 
'lieaveh ; and in the clofing fcene could fay, O r^^ttMNH 
Fathei> I have glorified thee on earthy and I havefii^ied. 
the work which thou gaveft me to do ; and now glori^ 
me with thine own felf, with the. glory which I had wiA 
thee before. the world was.. 

2. He was jufl, as welTas holy. He was propBfefied'^ 
of under the character of the Juft One : " Rejoice gxcate 
ly» O. daughter of Zion ; beholo^ thy King cometh onto 
thee. He is jufi, having ialvation.'^ And the zpMi 
Peter, in his fpirited difcomib; delivered to a very crowd* 
ed afTembly (in Solomon's porch) joins thb cpiAetJu/ito^ 
holy, and afcnbes them both to Chrift in a very emphatP 
cal manner.. "Ye have," fajd.he to the guilty Jew% 
** denied the Hpfy One and the J^ufiy and defired a mm-derer^ 
to be granted imto you«" And even Pilate. allowed hint^ 
to be jufl and innocent, when he was conftraihed to pafr 
the fentence of death upon him: " Take ye him, and/ 
crucify him ; as for. me, I find no fault in him i^' aoif 
having wafhed his hands before his accufers, he iaidt ^jf 
am clean (or I am innocent) of the blood of this jtik 
man ; fee ye to iu'* And all bis conduft cone^Kinddk 
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^th his charaaer as the JuJ One. « Render to God the 
the things which are God's, and to Csefar the things 
which are Caefarfs," was a rule which he recommended 
to others^ and ftrickly adhered to himfelfl. In a word, he ' 
was not only, the author- of that truly celebrated rule o£ 
Tuniverfal equity, "Do to another as you would have 
another do to you," but daily iUufttated its excellency and: 
eztenfive nature, and ufefulnefs when reduced to pradice, . 
by fhedding its falutary.efiedls on. all whom he had an opt 
portanit;.toierv«^ia.fociallife, — ^This leads me to add— > 

3. Hfe was good^ without exception, and without an * 

equal, except Him who is good to all, and whofe tender 

mercies are over all the works of his hands* He was 

not only ftri^y juft, but affectionately kind, to all — ^the 

good Mafter — ^fiill of. benevolence and -goodneife to all 

whom hfcconverfed with, or who needed his aid. He 

was the good Shepherd, who cared for the iheep, and 

carried the lambs in his arms. Goodncfs ihone eminent^ 

ly in that part of his life which is held out in the facred 

writings to public view ; this part was fpent in teaching the 

ignorant, relievihg ditlrefe and in feeking. out opportufc 

nides to db good ; he took many a weary ftep for th6 

benefit of mankind, infomuch that it was his diflinguifhing 

diarafter, that he went about doing -good. And when 

multitudes were brought to him, labouring under all 

manner of licknefs and difeafe, he healed them all, withi* 

out any other confideration but the pleafiire and fatisfacv 

tion of dohig good ; therefore hrs gooduefs was difin*- 

terefted, undiffembled^. pure, divine goodncfs ; for it not 

only conferred the choiceft bleffings on the bodies of the 

difbefTed, but the richeft»bleflihg on their foiils : he not 

only fent them away, who were brought to him blind; 

dmnb, deaf, lame, crooked, ilck, &c. blefTed with fighf» 

4ccch«' hearing, ftraightnefs, free ufe of their limbs, fenfes, . 

kJhealth j)f body siad compofedacfs of miudi but with 

.'■ A>if - 
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Arir flm pardoiie^ and iotvt ftab admierf, iA^dlrfdM^ 
liiefa tlmne grace if foir, aeeordhs; td Ui 'pfopietif 
eteraftcr, hr opened the prifon daorstatbem iH hy iti ttli 
Bocmd; he iet die isaptives to £ni aiid Satair Ht^ tf|. 
lh<€ftiglic them ^vriio ikt. in darkneft istcr ttaurftfbtf . 
fight ; for which porpofe he preached the glsrif tiAngtef 
gp^el grace to all tviio tro«dd Bar hhm BbBde 1W 
find him not only in the temple,, or m the /jflM^t^^ ^ 
eMSrf fahhadi day. But he preached the eretUKk^ ^H^ 
m£ other dEaiy^ iuttKCimey on board sf ftip^ ftiUMMIiMS* 
die meuiitain's top ; 'when, as a^werj; author rifn|ii' 
k^ << He naade the moimtain hi» pii)l|Htt the arched tBl»> 
vfM fai« founding-board, and invited idl-imho had cari^^tir* 
hear his inftru6iions^ which dropped froitt hb jGusiB} 
Ifps as the honey and as the honey comb/' He was no 
Ugot ; he did not confine his inftrudions or his adS d' 
kindnefs to his particular friends, but dealt them out tf^ 
m defcriptions with an impartial hand, and never isfH. 
any. away unrelieved, i^o came with a proper tempctit 
mind to receive a benefit^ and he (aid, '* He who dodr 
the will of my Father,- the fame is my mother, my Mitr 
and brother." And he clofed life — ^gave up the ghoft— A . 
the excrcife of the moft fiiblime a(5b of goo<kiefs, eztenxled - 
te his very wprft enemies v. as appears from that dyiiy: 
Usqueft for his murderers, enforced by a plea which no* 
thing but divine goodneis could fuggeft. <^ Father, fin^ • 
give them," was his prayer j " for they Icnow not vrha$: 
Aty do," Was the plea by which he urged it^ 

Having confidercd the leading and more - eflenllhl 
branches of the moral chara^er of the Lord Jefus, and* 
Ihcwn that we fhould always think of him as juft, hxSf 
and good, we Oiould now proceed to fpeak of his meA' 
atorial character : but, before wc enter upon this, we flidr 
attempt to remove fome objcdlions which, with fiMt^ 
majf lie againfl what has been faid of his divme arfi 
ifaorki cJWaifler. VV 



Tas CffJSRACTER OF ChRIIT^ ^f: 

I. It may be obj^dled, that the do<5lrine of Chrift's di- 
vinity is unintelirgiBle ; for to believe that Chrill is God, 
the fame in fubflance, equal in power and glory, with 
the Father, implies that there are either two Godsj or-that 
two arc one, both which are repugnant to reafon an*. 
common fenfe, and therefore not. to> b« received as a 
truth :— To which we anfwer-: — 

m 

1. This objection is founded on an entire miftak'e ; for 
wt a^e to receive many things for truths which to us in 
3Ur prefent ftate are unintelligible, i. e. above our conr- 
greh'enfion ; it Ts the -very bufmefs of faitli'to receive that 
which is for the prefent above. our reafon to comprehend''. 
Whatever is revealed to us, and'fupported by an evidence 
we cannot refift, muft be believed by us, though we may 
not be able fully and clearly to conceive., haw it can corre-' 
fpond wkh««afon ; andSfwe allow the fcriptures of the Old : 
and New Teftament to be .divine' revelation, then every 
dodrihe pikinly revealed tiierein muft be believed by us ; 
for our faith in every Scripture do^ine ftands not in the 
wifdom of men, but is fupported by the teftimony of 
God : and to believe what God has revealed to us, is to 
make a good ufe of our reafon, even though what we be- 
lieve upon divine teftimpny ihould be above our reafon tf 
comprehend. 

2. Wfere we Squired to believe only what we clearly 
itnderftand, and fully comprehend, there would be no 
virtue at all in faith, nor any ufe for fiiitli in tlie whole 
fT&em of religion ; for it is the very ufe of faith to confent 
to and cordially receive what for the prefent lies be- 
yond the reach of knowledge, but is revealed ; and, as tlifc 
dodrine of the divinity of our Lord Jefus Chrift is a Scrip- 
ture do&rine plainly revealed, as I have proved, and tliat 
, rmdation (I take it for granted) you will allow to be 
Cttt&.God, we have therefore fufficient reafon to believe it 
fp be true 2^ for it is the higheft a<5t of human reafon to 
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fabmit to the teSSatonj of God, Let GoSbe tn^V 
everj nun U a Gar. 

3. To belinw tbn. dion an tno Gods, U a pidn et$r 
ttadiftioo 1 for tbac cwmM be two ihpremes— there can* 
•at be two £fft cawfei ■op ii ^s i-cvcaled, but 
denied, in the Scripturei : thej- &if, there is but oat 
paly living and tmt God. But that ihe adorable Faster 
and hit divine Gm Jefiu ChriA' arennc, is a truth an 
dearlf rerealcd, and ai fidlfadStrted, as any dofbine 
of rercUtion] therefore: there it.kSicieat reafon Tor 
Bstobeliere iti though itexceetUthc bounds ofournai- 
row and limited uodcrSanding -find) tu conceive of it. 

llie niuon of.thf Father and the Sot) b amjtlcry, it« 
acknowledge* anditis ltliel;r it Wl7C8i,li.i ainjfteryto 
finite BUndlfOrerer)- fer;ii«M by ^alcliing can find fiHt 
God J. none can find out the Alm^kt; to perfe^ion : n«t 
)i it at all ftrange that.it ihaulJhe £>, for TXatf aloiw flfj^ 
full7 underftand itfelf.. It is liot l&ange tSaea i^tMN 
doet not comprehend and iiodi^ftaiid human aatantJtlAi 
then it &mQFr«portioa between d man anct a «6ri4k 
but ngne between the Creator and the creatoA;. IVIUl. 
we atten^ the comparifon we fifJc below nonemft^, 14 
than nothing .and vanity^. And, though the uiuCf bf tb 
pcrfoni in the Deity is above our comprchcnflon* fttH 
sot Grange that it OtouM-be fo, nor doei it iia{4y vf 
contradiftion t and, fince it is clearly and fully rmM- 
in tho& lacred writings which we allow to be the VMi 
of Godr it is both our. duty, and it is highly reaSoat^ 
that we Should believe it ; for tt is a noble ad :0f CM 
that we fhould believe things and truths revealed toll 
from God, though they may appear to us the meftniHjL 
lyorthe mod unintelligible; and they ii^ do ttpW.lr: 
licvc, merely upon the teftimony of God, when af] 
ances arc againft it, are laid to bo "StiWipMi f^uA, 
g]pr/tD God.'' 
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4. It may be obje«5teJ, that Chrift is often fpokcn of in 
Scripture as diftinil from, and in fome places inferior 
to, the Father, and tlierefore cannot be the fame, or truly 
iivine : — ^To which we would anfwcr — ^We own that he 
s in fome places fpoken of as diftindb from, and in fome 
3thers as inferior to, the Father : but then it is cviden!^ 
that he is in thofe places confidered in the diHinguifhing 
:liaradker of mediator, which is diftindt from, and inferior 
to, that of his divine ; for a mediator ftands between thofc 
parties he mediates for, and is diflin$ from both : as a 
oecelTary qualification of his mediatorftip, he muft be an 
impartial thirds and (land in the fame relation to botli; 
therefore he muft be both God and man, and, while he 
executes his high office, and mediates for God with man, 
and for man with God, mull a^ in an ipferior character, 
aa impartial fervant to both.: therefore he is fometimes 
fpokep qf ?w the true God, as I have fliewn 5 fometimef 
as realjy ^man ; and fometimes a$ inferior to both God 
and man, impartially ferving both in the execution of his 
medijatorfliip. God calls }iim, by his prophet, hi^ fervant ,: 
*• I will )>ring fprth my Servanty the BratichJ'^ And when 
.Chrift entered upon his work, as the mediator, he owned 
.ihii inferior relation, and faid, " I do nothing of my- 
;'filf ; my Father is greater than I j" 1. e. he ftrickly obfcrv- 
(Cd the method and rules which were to be obferved in 
iieconciling God to man 5 he had no feparate views of 
^ own, but fteadily purfued the grand point, reconcili- 
ation, in fuch ways and by fuch rules as became an 
^inpartial mediator, upon the plan of grace agreed 
:tpon in the covenant of redemption. In the charadler 
• <lf mediator, he acknowledged himfelf a fervant to man, 
jU well as to God, and faid, " I came no't to be minif- 
$ped unto, h»t to minifter, and to give my life a ranfom 
/or many." And it is with reference to his human nature, 
..driiich he aflumed that he might be an impartial mediator, 

\mfi)uii^ ever fpoken of as a perfon diltinft from and in- 
^^^ fcrior 
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^or to XiOd the Father. And his fuftaidb^' a^ 
^ing in, a i^ltinA char^Acr litaa, oi'iafciior'tit, tiitt 
. which is pTpperly dmne, or peculiar .to ,Uie ^Ddtf,' 'c^ 
.be no ofajeftion agaii\fl his divinity) cr^iis'btii^ efleofi* 
, BII7 united with the.adorable Father;. for it ii Verjr' cnfh 
. jaon for ooe and the lame ptrfon to siSami''wiJi a^'h 
^tSnent and diSind cbarafters. A iajig mtjr'wS^ 
«nd aft in the ch»rafter of a medtator between t1)"t> 4^ 
contending ^onsrpha, a^d ib be eqiifiHj a fi^ript.tit 
^tht wiihouft Qiridi^g Mmielfv King Solo9iah,i^ 
hii motlvt came to ue, hint and to •mal^ tcqdeft^ Mb 
whilf: fitting, ^n hii thrqne, at .fiioniis lK..waa i afe |BW 
.-pflt, immediately, aroft and went put toineet-lieii IbB 
. conduftcd her into the palace, and faated hp- on Jin ^fh 
Iiand. .And was Solomon I^s a king becaofi^ he, «£tt 
.on the throne, alTumed and a£)ed in the charstfier tfi 
dudful Ton to his affed .and hononrcd moiheri Nbi 
furely. Nor is the blefled Jefus left divine becaufe he, OQfr 
^efcendedto'*ft inthe eharafler-of animpartial ntedia|Ol 
between God and man ; for there is^ut one God,. add 
, one Mediator between God and man; who, being m dw 
form of God, thought it no robbery to be sqnal'YiA 
Xrod, yet condefcended to alTume human natnre, and^ 
appear in the fonn of a fervant, that he might be 
'impartial mediator, faithful in his truft, and able to fiiVc 
.to the uttermoft all.iyho come unto..God,hy hnn.— :'nii 
,leads us to fpeak'jnore diredly-:- 

|I.I. Of his mediatonal -c4i;ird&er. A-me£4II}i 
!s a manager between two t one who reprefillti 
both parties, -between whpm he mediates) he muft thei» 
fore be equally concerned for both, and fland'eqgilf 
related 10 both. And Jefus Chritl, being God fn4 nulh 
equally partaking of the entire nature of both, isapn^ 
peribn to mediate between God and man. And fof^ 
.divine work he mull lie qaiilified, commilSoaed, ^"^ 
and faithful, x. m 
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t. He was well qualified for the wort ; for, being 
a 'divine perfon» the brightnefs of the Father's glor}-^, and 
the exprefs image of his perfon, he mud be equal to the 
worky and, being human, partaking of all the fmlefs in- 
firmities of human nature, as well as poflefled of all its 
perfe^ions, he flood equally related to both, and equally 
•concerned to maintain the honour, the rights and privileges 
of both the^parties between, whom he mediated. And it 
y^'as neceflary, too, that the pcrfon undertaking to make 
j>eace between God and man, mud be jcapablc of buffering, 
.ais well as of doing, the will of God ; and tlKirefore he 
mjid take on him the entire natiu-e. of nman — a true body, 
and a reafonable foul-r-the. complete human nature: and 
ihls mud be fo united •witji the divine, as to make up 
but one fcr/on ; for a ^mediator mud be but one, and have 
no intered xS lys own, feparate from the intercd of thofe 
he mediates for; .therefore wc read, " Thqre is one medi' 
ator between God and man." This qualification. Jefus 
Chrid hady.whi^n the Holy Ghod came upon the BlefTed 
Virgin, and. the power of tjie Wod High overfiiadowed 
Icr, and fo.mjjd that holy thing in her, the complete hu- 
man natur?. Wlicn the divine nature was united to the 
.liuman naxure of Chrid, is not revealed, thereforq it does 
not belong to. us critically to inq^iire. Spme h^vc fup- 
j)ofed that the myfterious union was formed as foon as the 
human body was complete in the womb of the Virgin i 
others tliink it more probable at the birth, when Mary 
brought forth this fird.:bom, and laid him in a manger, 
^ere he had diyin^ Jiofipurs paid him ])y the fages of 
t)ie £ad. J3ut others fay, that, as nothing appeared in 
bun from the time of his birth till his baptifm, but 
^l^t might be cxpc«5lcd from fan«5lified humanity, they 
W rather tliink that the union of tlic two natures was 
lot formed until he received tliat facrcd rite, adminidcred 
.«7 John ; when die heavens feemcd to be ppened, and the 
JHoly Ghioddefcendod in the vifible fonri of a dove,. and 





I him, when it was fald, tljat be received .th* 
jt mcafiire ; and that this reception was thf 
;, which fniTn that time took a perfonal pof- 

huinan nature of Clirlft, and frora that thne 
he fir^lar chara^ar of God, man, and me- 
thefe various eonjefliires as thcy may, I will 
le which, or whether eitlior of than, is true, 
er)- one to judge for himfelf : it matters not 
on was formed, fince it is evident that it wai 
.c!i time as quahfied him to be an imparciil 
WEcn God and man — nne capable of fuffcring 

due to the fmncr, and neccflary to retrieve 
)f the violated law : for it behoved him to 
im flefli and Wood, that he might fuffer, the 
unjuft, that hciwight bring many Hms and 
3 glory. And, being tlius qualified, hs re- 
luTInn to fave In the uttcrmofl all who ccnw 
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5 inftitutions as he faw would befl f^rvc tlic noble 
s of his providential government 5 and therefore tt* 
Katcdiv alfurcd, that all power vras given unto him, 
11 heaven and in earth. And when he .was publicly 
jrated into the facred office, at his baptifm, it is faidf 
e received the Spirit without meafure : it is added,- 
le Father lovcth the Son, and hath given all thing* 
is hands ; and in confequence of this was that cc- 
man date uttered with an audible voice, Hear ye hinu 
onimiirion ca lends to angels, men and devils— 
5I1 heaven, earth and hell ; for principalities arid 
s, and the rulers of darlcncls, were made fubjcft tO 

He had all tlie hofts of the infernal pit at his com* 
, to re A rain or permit at plcalure ; otherwife they 
I Have obrirui^cd his mediation, and rendered all his 
pts for a reconciliation abortive : tlierefore he war 
.iffioned to bear rule over all the foul and fiilien 

5 and, though thefe were the firft who openly and 
tly attacked him, yet they afterwards tamely fub- 
1, and ftood trembling before him, and in confterna- 
iquired, Wliat have we to do with thee ? We fcnoW 
who thou art. Art thou come to torment ns beforo 
me ? At another time they fubmiffively afked of 
I permit to enter into an herd of fwine. Perhapf 
ime fubmifiion was in part owing to that fhameful 
: which the moft fubtle and powerful of them all 
i-ith in tlie clofe of the forty days' temptation in the 
mefs of Galilee, when it is faid, the Devil left hinf 
airing ever afterwards of gaining any advantage 
ft h'm) a«d angels came and minillered i*nto him. 
it fccms that they were waiting in expedlation of 
ing, in addition to the punifhment they were fuf- 
\ for their firll rebellion, the full weight of his 
jihg arm, and fufFcring all the juft demerit of 
more recent crimes, for madly oppofmg him and 
meficent defigns of his negotiating a peace between 
and envied man. 1^ 
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mini tlLan was contained a promife oftbcCB' 
ndfaiiaifyingiiifluencesoftheElefledSpitii,» 
attention, convince the judgment, and change 
f the Gnner, and to fanflify the believer, and 
leet for the inleritance of the faints in light — 
1 the fdl enjoyment of the happy rEfidt-of 
iiation, when the redeemed will be an aJditicm 
1 of glory, the trophies of his mercy, and the 
s of his fuccefsfnl mediation. Without thcie 
liiencc5, his mediation wotrid be in Tain. Je- 
[lave conae, atfumed our natere, obeyed and 
ur (lead — he would have laboured in vain, and 
rcngth, his life and blood in vain — for uaa, 
[ obftinale maji, would, without ihofc blefltd 
have remained irreconcilable, rejefting cveiy 
an accomodation. Therefore in that faciei 



mot as the fcribes^ and warmlj iirged their compliance hf 
ill the motives proper to influence reafonable and gene- 
rous xniods, enforced hj his moft amiable example. 

Aadv by virtue of the fame commiffiony he empowered 

fl»d delegated a. iet of men, whom he had found faithful* 

to adt for him, and in his xuune to renew the fame gracious 

propo£ils of peace, when he was gone to his Father'* 

court in heaven, where he would adt in another depart* 

ment of his mediatorial office — tliat of advocate and in- 

terceflbri and^ for their encouragement, he promlTed 

ihem his afltftance and prefence, iaying, ** Lo I ;im with 

jon always, unto the end of the world ; he therefore who 

deiipifeth you defpifeth me, and he who receivcth you 

recdveth me,'-' who fend you ; i. e. he who reje<5leth the 

propofals of peace and reconciliation made by you in my 

name, I (hall refped as rejeding the propofals made by 

HK; and they who cordially clofe with the propofals 

made (according to my gofpel, by you in my name) I 

liall xecwWf as if they fell in with die fame propofals 

Blade by me iir perfon : and he who tlius receives you 

icceives me, and he whorecsiveth me reccivethrhim who 

fait me, and fo is no longer at enmity with God, but 

Rconciled, and interefled in all tlie bleOings of the new 

tovenant, and which fhall be confummated in eternal 

i&: — Which brings me to what I. have to mention hx 

Ac next place, viz. that-— 

'.By his Ingh- commiflTonj He Had- power to difpenfi? 

cibrnal life to all them who believe. " We are fure that 

.Bb witnefs of God is according to truth, and this is the 

' fiftimony which God has given of his Son — ^that he hath 

rj^en imto us eternal life, and this life is in his Son." He 

.Kscommf (Honed and appointed him to promire, eufiirc 

1^^ confer eternal life on all who believe, or comply 

V the terms of reconciliation, as flated in, and pub- 

i^j the gofpel. He is therefore fpoken of in the 

E a. foctc*. 
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gs as the chief Coroer-ftone, the Elcfl and 
whom reft t aJl the chriftiaa hope of Aicure 
And, to fliew what HtcHs is to be laid on 
metimes called the head-ftone of the corner, 
d been rejcAed by them whofe office it wai 
his church. And it is affirmed, that thofe 
n him, or bclicTc in him. fliaU not be con- 
nd his rery name implied as moch as this, 
/ui was given him by the angel before iw 
bis virgin mother, with this profeiTed jmr- 
t might be ricwed and confided in as one 
his people from their fins — from the gnilt, 
iniltiment of iheir fins — and confer upon them 
vation. And in the fame view we oftai 
, " He who believetb on me bath everlaftiitf 
ill rajfc him up at tlie lait day," that the 
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day, in the 25th of Matthew, from the 3 ift verfe, where our 
contemplations are led forward to that day when we are 
to look for hxaif defcending from heaven in all his divine 
and mediatorial glory, attended with the (hining ordert. 
of angelic hofb^ and, having feated himfelf upon » 
throne of judgment, givmg orders to miniAering fpirits to. 
ailemblc the world of mankind before him,: when he wilL 
with authority fentence or acquit, condemn or fave, ac«: - 
cording as they have or have not clofed with the propo* 
ials of peace which he or his ambaifadors in his name, 
have made to them, and witneffed the fincerity of their 
faith in, and obedience to, the gofpeU by well-dire<fted. 
afts of charity and benevolence j faying, " Come, ye, 
bleiled of my Father^ inherit the kingdom prepared for 
joa before the foundation of the world;" and to thofe- . 
of an, oppoike charader, ^* Dq>a2t, ye curfed, into ever«> 
lafting piinifhment, prepared for the deyil and his an*-. 
gels**' Thu^jl.have ihewn you what we are to think of 
Chrift as medi&tCK'ir.qi^ified for the work, and commif-,. 
fioned to, execute. it« ; 

t am nezC-to fkw, that he has faithfully difcharged all 
the duties ofk mediator which belonged to his ftate of , 
humiliation^ and is' now continually difcharging thofe. 
^ich belong'to l^s^Sate.of ej^altation. 

And It ii ai delightfpj'truth, that, he cheerfully fub- 
mitted'to-fuftaiii andfupport-, with hqpour and fidelity, 
thofe chara<^ers, and to a(fl in thofe offices, which were- 
Decenary to fit and qualify him for executing that work ; 
and that he has faithfully perfgrmed all which properly^- 
bdonged to his ftate. of huroiliation, and which we can» 
&ppo{e were nect/Tary to obtain and fecurc final falvationi 
fir finful men. — ^And this I fhaU endeavour- to illuftrate. 
n a fi:w particulars^ 

■ 

ll*.He cheerfully undertook the great, the arduous and* 
piofiiL ?rQrk When the ialvation of men became thc^ 



nature; for, inaixnnch as the < 
took to conduA to glorjr were pai 
he himffrlf took part of the famt 
capable of pelding that obedicnc 

rf making' that atonement to the 

vcn, wliich otherwi.c would ha^ 

redemption of tlie foul is prcciou 

forever, had not tills propiiiatoi 

He therefore afliimed a mortal I 

ibmewhat to ofFer ; ho fubmitte. 

Taw, to which he was under no 

fubjedl ; he was obedient to Ii 

laws ; hz voluntarily alfumed an< 

of afon, a fubjeJ, and a fervant, 

ing and patiently fuffering,he ir: 

m an everlafting righteoulncfs, \ 

all things. He alfo received the 

the Holy Ghoft, which perf(?c 

which fitted and quahiicd him, 

God a facrificc which ILould ma] 

of man«. 
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Uood^' and th« apoftle Joha fays, ^thc blood of Jefus 
Chrift cleanfeth us from all fin, and he is become the au- 
thor and finifher of etwnal fMvation for us. •'^ 

To this end Ijsave to obferVe, that He has dotle alT 
which w« can imagine %Va5 ncceiTaiy for him to do, in the 
ftate of humih'ation, in order to eflFeft and fecurc our final' 
lalyation. He left his Father's court, he came down to' 
aA as' the Immanuel on earth, fufp«nded for a while the 
ineffiible glories of his divinity, and took upon him the 
fbnxrof a '(ervant. Being found in fafhion as a man, he 
fubmitted to the infirmities, inconveniences and forrowsF 
of mortal life, and at laft to a painful death ; for he be*- 
came obedrent unto death, even the death of the crofsr 
that he might atone to the injured juftice of God, and 
purchaie forfeited happinefs for man, and fumilh him= 
with thofe endearing motives and confiderations, which 
might powerfully engage him -to holy love and obedi- 
eace— confiderations and motives drawn from: his unpa- - 
ndkkd'-loTe and goodnefs, which conilram to undiiTem-* - 
Med love and obedience, more fi:rongly than tliofe which 
arc drawn nKtely from reafon or future rewards: for 
lore is flrong as death, and in many ihflances, efpecially 
in days of primitive chriftianity, it has proved to be ftron-* 
ger; for they counted not their lives dear unto them, fo- 
that they might win Chrift, and finifti their courfe with 
joy. Many cheerfully refigned life, when they could no ^ 
longer hold it confiftently with their fidelilty to their di-» 
vine Mlafter, and fubmitted to death in all its moft horrid > 
faraiSy rather than do any thing unworthy the love they 
bove to their dear Redeemer.. This love animated andk 
cmftiained them to refift unto blood, ftriving againft fin. 

Having fihifhed his embafly on earth, and clofed the 

Icene of his labours and fufferings, he at length returned 

tohii FatJIiery that he might appear in die prefence of God 

.& lu i where he rcfides, making continual intercefilon 

for 





s kads us to obfcrve — that he has done, anj 
f doing, vhat belongs to liis ftate of eialta' 
ecclfary to effeiS and fccure eternal iilTatioS 
who believe. 

xe to view him in a rery different charaflef, 
ig chiefly in his prieftlr office, though hi 
end his proplKtic or Icinglj' offices ; for he If 

bj- his word, hj his minifters, and by hii 
Is a prieft on his throne, ruling' In tlic k.'cg- 
irc, providence and grace.- lie is yet tnvefted 
i-er, botli ill heaven and in earth, and frill 

has AibJucd aU things to himfelf, and cb- 
l conqueft over his enemies, of the apoitate 
jftate men, and fafelj- eondufled all his faith* 
lor)-, and fettled all the affairs of his media- 
jm ; then Ke fliall reflgn the kingdom untff 
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irings upon it. To this die praAiceof tlie high 
mder the mofaic law had reference, and was typi,- 
t ; for the high.prieft, on the day of expiation, car- 
e blood ofihe burnt-offering and the blood of the 
ring into tlie holy place, and (prlnkkd the blood 
the Lord there, by tJiis to make atonement. Aft4 
a Lord Jefus Chrift carried his human body .into 
., the holy fanduary above — that very body whicl^ 
Fcred up on the croft as a Hn-offering — and pre- 
yirtually, the blood which he flied upon the crofs, 
rinkles it before the mercy-feat ; for, as the Apoftlc 
es it, in allufion to the prafliee of xhe high prieft 
the diipenfatlon cf the levitical law, " Not by the 
of bulls and of goats, but by his own moft pre, 
ilood, he hatli entered into the holy place, having 
:d eternal redemption for u?." And now the very 
ance of the human body of Chrift in heaven, with 
irkt of his fuSerings for fm upon it, is a filciit but 
owerful plea in our favour : and for tliis purpofc 
cprefented, in the vific.i to John, as (landing in the 
of the throne, fhcwlng himfelf as the Lamb flain 
: away ihe fin of tjie world ; and this is a language 
forcible than words can evprefs. The power of 
nd of filent but virtual interceffion has been foine- 
fccn and felt in human courts ; as once at Athens, ' 
.£fchylus was condemned as a ftntc criminal, his 
rr, coming into the Areopagus juft as the fentcnce 
ithwas pronounced on him, without fay! iig aword, 
ont the (lump of his lighl arm from under bis 
(ha.ving loft his right hand in that very aflion in 
I'lie was the pyincipal means of faviiig his country) 
nth a.dxcd countenance, which denoted a miiturd 
rf^ad compaiTion, prefeuted it to the whole bench ) 
irigci were fo (truck with a grateful remembrance 
ibBrnTmuid his irreparable lofs, that they, without 
t tended the fentcnce they has juft before pa(red, 
ViAf 
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fct the prif<Miet free. Thus does Chril 
author) onr eld::r brother, filcndy bu 
d for our forfeited lives, by prefentin^ 
y, (vhith wMi w-oundcd for our Iranfg 
!cd for our iniquities; and fuch is the 
ICC, th;it liis Holy Faiher (to fpcak afte 
len) looks on the marks of lus fuffgnqg 

i*-]iat he has done, :ind reverfes the fe 
ire fnnh againft tjie/uuier, and fys hij 
■uape of iiich.filcnt iHterceilion U this : . 
)- Fadier, bthold me in the form of e; 
, nnd remember for ■v.-h.iz pnrpofe I toi 

remember what I have fuffercd.: th( 
, wsfl witttcfs of that awf|il fcenej m 
et lliis blood, which ■nas once. offered t 
;roA, i:gr how freely it was offered, to 
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Ay fiagiSTy and b«lioU my hands, and reach hidier thf 
liandy and tfaruft it into ni|r fide, and be not laithlefs, bat 
believing-" And I do not k^oyr why we may not fup^ 
po& that he makes ufb of his r/efined hnman Toice, and 
his glorified buraan tongue, with the organs of fpeqch, 
both in forpung and enforcing a plea in favour .of his 
chorch and people, whom he reprefeits in his father's 
coiurt in hearen* He expr^y told his difciples, that 
itfhenbe Ihould afcend to his Father he.would pray him 
to ^d them another comforter, ipirho ihould abide with 
them, and teadi them all things. However, be this a* 
it may, we are certain that, in whatever manner this in« 
terceffion is made, it is in the beft and moft effedual 
manner— worthy the exalted j^edeemer, and ^dual to 
the falvation of finful mem 

When ^c Bleffed Jefus was on earth, we are told that 

he oflfered up ftrong crw, with tears ;. fometimes when he 

p4drefied his Heavenly Father it was in the humble form 

of a bended knee, fometimes proilrate on his face: but 

Aow all tears are wiped away ; forrow and abafement are 

no more. Such humble forms now would be indecent^ 

not bcin^ agreeable to bis pr^efent ftate of exaltation ; 

therefore lie is reprcfented to us as Jttting doojn on the 

rifpit hand of the Divine Majefly while he performs this 

pan of his prieftly office. He is now zfriefi on his tirotte% 

and his addrefs is princely — ^Father, I will that thofe 

* irhom thou haft given me may be with me where I am, 

J .that they may behold my glory, and fliare in my joy. 

I Therefore, if we woi^d fonn right apprehcnfipns of 
I '€htt's Interceding in heaven, it muft be, not in that 

■ %8mble foxmhe made ufe of when in the garden ofGetbT 
W "teane, but in that dignified attitude* to which he is af* 

■ ''■^ii^ded, where he fits, and will fit, till he has made all 

enemies his footftool. And, as it is in a manner 
Ay his high dignity, fo it is cflfeflual to procure .die 
Rags he intercedes for. Q ^^ 
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nant of redemption to beftow. A 
tovidf for himfelf ^d for all t} 
chidlenMy and exultingly fay, ** 
to the charge of God's eledt > it 

rather» who is rifen again from tl 
interceflion for us." If we bcli. 
fmccre intentions, and upright dif 
pleafmg God in all things, our 
vindicate our cliaradcr from evci 
plead his own righteoufnefs, ant 
fufTerings, as a full anfwer to th 
not be denied : and, though we 
perfedt creatures that nothing pr( 
the (lains of morjd pollution, anc 
forgivenefs, rather tl^ui merit 
angel who ftands before the thror 
k, oflfers up the prayers of the fai 
which renders both th^ir perfon 
^fcrvices acceptable. 

In one word — The interccHloi 
to procure all neccifarv lilriTrn.rc. 
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Till Cbaxjitm tr Cgxisr. 

[cient, eternal, immutable, cimniprefent and 
Surely it would be a kind of blafphtmy, after 
lie evidence as has been offered of his divine 
ink him any other than the Son of the Moft 
And, though we are ivit able to dcfcribe 
n, yet let us, in a rranfpoil of holj joy and 
Dve and obedience, cry out with Thomas, 
md my God." 

ly, when we view the worts of creation, 
and grace, all which arc afcribed to him, 
: think of him, b*it that he is an almighty 
■atioiis Saviour, able to favc to the utmofl all 
ito God by him ? He wlio made worlds, and 
1 ftnverns them by Iris wifdom, power and 
It fail to fuccour and lave thofc who properly 
ft in him. Surely we may with the utmoK 



ne, or rather your own conicience, upon the evidence you 
laTc received, this ihort queftion— What think you of 
thrift I whofe fon is he ? Is he a perfon to be ridicukd 
\T infulted I Are his dodbines, his laws, or the pr(^>oials 
>f peace, as publifhed in his gofpel, to be difregarded ? 

3o you know what you do when you difbbcy this Sa- 
viour — when you negleft that falvation . which he has 
wrought out ? By oppofing his caufe you oppofe the 
luthority of a -king — the authority of a God. You vain- 
y and madly let yourlelves agaiuft a power which 
s irrefiftible ; you attempt to frullrate his beneficent de- 
ign? who called tlie univerfe into being, and commands 
lU nature into obedience, and can crufh worlds into 
lothmg, and damahis enemies, infinitely eafier than we 
ran break a bubble or.brctife a moth. And this mighty 
^ing will ere long defcend from heaven with his angels, 
^.nd flunmon all the himian race before liim : where then, 
where, will the ungodly and tlie iinner appear ! what 
RiU you do ill the day thereof (and the great day of his 
wrath will come) you who have paid Iiim no regard, you 
Brho have not given aim a fair hearing, nor hts gracious 
proppfals a candid or impartial examination- — ^never pub- 
licly owned him for your lord and mafter, nor obeyed his 
^Uun, eafy and pofitive commands ! Where will you fly, 
or to which of his faints or angels will you turn ! Or 
what excufe could you make, if yoiu- Saviour fhould even 
now rend the heavens and come down, and fummon you 
before his awful tribunal ! Think, O think fenoufly, of 
thcfc things, before the archangel found the laft trumpet, 
or, which is all one to yoUr before death executes his 
commiillon upon you, and puts it out of your power fo 
Bnich as to hope for falvation. 

1 mofi entreat you to fit down and call in your fcatter- 

^ thoughts, and contemplate the perfonal glories of the 

' ^Ued Jefus, his divine and amiable chara<fter, his benefi- 

li d8%iif) the reafonablenefs and the pure morali- 

G a ty 
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they conlidcr m wnom mcy uuvc uwi 
they have built their eternal hopes, an 
fcave committed their moil important 
whom they have lodged the falvatiqn g 
fouls> they muft rejoice with a joy unfpe: 
glory. But, while you rejoice in your 
gracious Saviour, let it be the highcd p 
bition to live worthy the charafter of c 
of him whofe difciples you are. Keep 
him as your polar ilar^ and iiieer your c 

by his unerring ezampk :. let all your e 
in him, and derive all. you peace and ho] 
then» when he who is your light fhall 
be like him, and appear with him in gh 
fountains of Ihring waters, and all te 
awa/ forever. AMEN. 
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l^iCcotttCe III. 



ic Perfonaiity and Operations of the Holy; 

Ghost. 



act's. 



XIX.. 2i. 



f mi unto them^ Have ye received the Ihly Gbo/I Juice yt 
tBeved ? And they /aid tmto bimy We have not Jo, 'Wmch 
'itari iithetbfr there be any Holy Gbtjfi. ' 

|AUL» the great apofUifi to the gentiles, in profe^ 
- eating the wori^of the mhu&rj, which he had' 
:eived> not of men, neither by men, hut by iihmediate 
'elation from the Lord Jefus Ch^ift, pafTcd through:, 
datidy Phrygia, and LefTer Afia, and came to the cele« 
tted city Ephefus, whfere hfe made fome ftay. While 
was preaching there the gofpel of the Blefled God> ht • 
imd a- number of devout perfons, iii whom appeared 
me €£ thbfe mifaculbus gifls whicfh hkd been beftowed ' 
WD thofe'chriflians where he had before been ; to whom 
X iddrefled himfelf in the words of my text : ^* Have ye 
ttivtd the Holy Ghoft fince ye believed ? And they faidy 
h have not fo maeh as heard whether th^re be any Hblf 
teft :'^— Which queilion and anfwer we are to under* 
lid tfaiis : ' Have ye received thofe extraordfiiary gifts 
■ 'Ttfv'Ghoftt iincc ye embraced the chriftian faith» 
xf. tongues, propbbcicsyheaL'iig, fte^^ andthe]^ 
V% arc fucb ftxanger» to tbejfe things, that yfe 





much as heard, -n-ith any certamtr; wfcriw 
Jhoft lui been anj- where Ihed forth in fach 

nary manner, as lo diftinguifli tlie pre&nt or 
penlation I'rom the mof^c' Paul feemed to 
at their anlVcr, and alkcd iato what baptiljn 
:n baptised ; they f:iid, into John's, in token 
ntJnee, and their embracing the new difpen- 
ir llie reign of the Mefllah, in whtom they be- 
to M-hom they fnbniitted upon the teftimonj 
Baptili. And, as the form of John's baptjfin- 
it J"rom that which was afterwards uftd by 
, net being the chrifti^ui b^ptiCm, not in iIk 
Hyly Ghoft, fo tkey kid not been led into 
particirfar fentimcnt about the Holy Ghoft, 
Lions, diOerent from- what had been taught 
the writings of the Old Teftament. They 
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From the words thus cxpliuned, tvith their connexion 
s^rith the context, tr« may infer this general truth — ^That 
here may be fome (incere chriflians who may need fur* 
her inftrudtton in the perfonality, character and opera- 
ions of the Holy Ghoft. 

In the full belief of this general truth, I fliall in the 
mfuing difcourfe treat of the perfon, chani<ftcr and ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit, called in my text the Holy 
Shofty in as plain, clear and concife a manner as I can ; 
in fuch a manner as I hope may refleift honour on that 
gofpel of which the dodlrine of the Holy Spirit and his 
operations makes fo diftinguifhiiig a part. 

I. I am to treat of the Perfonality of the Holy Ghoft, 
The Holy Ghoft is that Divine Spirit who in the triune 
Deity is diftin^ in his perfonality both from the Father 
and the Son, though of one undivided eflencc with both. 
He is almoft every where fpoken of as a diftinft perfon, 
in the Sacred Oracles, as proceeding from the Father and 
die Son. Jefus told his difciples, <^ When the Comforter 
is come, whom I will fend unto you from the Father, 
c¥cn the Spirit of Truth, who proceedeth 'ft'om the Fa- 
ther, he (hall teftify of me ;" and adds, " l*hc Comfortei?, 
who is the Holy Ghoft, whom the Father will fend in 
tmj name, he ihall teach you all things." From thcfc paf^ 
ifwes it plainly appears that the Comforter, the Spirit 
i.^Trath, and the Holy Ghoft, are one and the lame per- 
' fall diftind both from the Father and the Son : and he is 
%okca of as proceeding from heaven to eanh upon the 
ujaoft gracious errand both from the Father and the Son, 
MN^ in their name. Agreeably to this the BlclFed Saviour 
Eliaifimed his difciples with faying, " It ij> expedient that 
■^ -^ away ; for, if I go not away, the Comforter will 
inie onto you ; but if I depart (or when I depart) 
lead him unto you.'* It is plain from thcfe paftagcs, 
jn alnpS every other in the-facred writings, whore* 

^^ 




ft 9« AtMbEucr tif Smtraam 

in tbt Heir Spirit if diKaly4nSM.o«'iMjfiM^tf 

'~*r^'n Til 111 iiiitiimliij iiiwlN iiailliiii»lrtr 

^ as «i tlM Fadwr er the Sos. . illiil igiiftlirii jft' 
ii tbatfingiiltvpafikge in L }Aat t;^! "^TlweMdim- 

who bear record in hcartn, the Failier, tlic Word ()ilf 
tW'Son) and the Holy Ghca; and thefc tliree are (nwX^ . 
Idofe die tOpaaeatt fionv Scripture with the iloial(M|j 
of the Apoftle in the alofc of his fecond «pilHc In \h: ctB 
liiobiMU ^ * The grace [■(' our I^rd Jelus Chrirt, ImH 
die love of Cq^ >nd the comnuiBiom oi' thit Holy Gu^H 
be with jotfalU-AmcB.*-' '^ 

11. I am next to (peak cf kis Divine ChamAvr, fai 
die Holy Ghoft ii a divine peribiii equaily poflefi^ «£. 
all the naturiii and moral |>erfedtioiis of the Deity. Hal' J 
it evident alio from the £ ciiptures, where equal fa 
and divinity are afcribcd to him,, aiid an '^wil |« 
Tcquircii of iM) as to tilt father aod theSaa.- 

1. The name God ia tn the Hebrew pland^ J 
and denotes a plurality cf peTfons in one undividsd S 
fence. AiwJ this is the name whereby God nuikei Kim- 
Jelf Icnoivn, and which comprehends the Trinity, aad ii 
in a peculiar manner exprcQIve uf Deity : and it h matlc 
ufc of in almoft every verfe of the firft chapter of de 
Bible, where the facred Hiflorian Has given us a fiiorf 
account of the works of creation, in which the whole TS^ I 
nity, and each perfon, is equally concerned. And, that J 
the agency of th; Holy Glioft might appear very eviJeiU. 
it is particularly ol>Ierved, in the id verfc of ilie illJ 
chapter of Genefis, that " che Spirit of God movedn 
the face of the waters." The word, tranllated '« 
the original Hebrew llgniScs, an exertion o/'^rsAi 
Juaive povur, collefling, forming and animating -J 
duals out of a liquid, wild and confufcd clia' 
ciprelEvc of creative power— an evidence of it 
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;«. The divinity of die Holy Ghoft further appears, 
om ihe :MX>rks of c^f a^ion being particularly afcribed to 
im in Scripture. It «was by Jtiis almighty agency that 
ic wild chaos was produftivc of innumerable real 
.dividual cxiftences ; for it is obfcrvable, that, when 
:C Spirit of God moved on the face of the waters, and 
id exerted his creative and prolific power, that the Deity 
ined in one vpiccy fayoig, " Let therc-bc light, and 
icrc was light ;" ^fo that m the very firft productions in 
afr world, creative power was afcribed to the Holy Ghoft. 
lUo when man, the mafter-picce of this Iqwcr creation, 
as to receive real cxiftence, each of the perfons in th^ 
*riune Diety .was equally concerned in his -formation ; 
icrcfore it. was faid, " Let \is make man" — let us make 
im after our ovnn, image. It .follows that tlie lik^nefs of 
be (liree mud be the fanic-r-the . brightnefs of each 
diers* glory, and the exprefs image of each others* pcr- 
bus« If the image, of each pcrfon was cfrcntially the famc^ 
hen each was eflentlally ^cjivine, and equally concerned 

n the works of creation. 

— ■ - •■ ■'■ • ,' 

. His divinity is not onir^guable from the exertion of his 
igency in tlie firft proauAions (n>m ancient ch^os, but 
from his agency in the reftoration of man to the divine 
image in which he was firft created, but which he loft 
itt die early ai>oftacy. This reftoration is the peculiar 
!*prk of the Holy Ghoft. And as it is a new creation, 
*renovati(m. of primitive form, fb.jt is highly reafon- 
to fuppoie a. renovation, or a reftoration to primitive 
fliouldbe eftc*ScJ by the fame hand which gave 
fonn. And the Spirit is generally confidered in 
as the author of this fpi ritual renovation : for 
iriio are reftored to the iiivirie image are faid to be 
■■ 'uic\v in "Chrift Jcfus, aAcr the image of God, in 
{Cf righteoufnefs, and true holinefs ; and thde 
1 be born of thd Spint. Agreeably to this, the 
vhca celebrating the honour of tlic Creator, 

fings^ 
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Tift Fssi^ijeutT'^-tinitMrrtys 

;hc word of the I^ord•^\•etc the Jrewenrmade, 
loftof them by the breath of his mouth;" i-e. 
rit of Jehovah, who in the New Teftameijl 
d the Holy Ghcii. 

ivioc charaftrr of ^he Holy Ghoft !s vloiEcat,. 
her v.'or'ks afcribed to him, which are on all 
iwlcdged to *)« tJie ivoiisofOodonlj-j for in- 
raiim, which enables mejx to forelcl future 

great cKaftnefs, even events the ac£on:q>tiili- 
■hich ftcmcd entirety to depend upon eon- 
umKance^ Thele men are faiJ to be infpird 
iivrn Nebvchadne/.zar allowed that Danid 
foretcl future events, .unlcfs the fpirit of tb 

w:is In hini. But ivc are aflured that ik 
m of divine revelation was given by inffHiJ- 
',«d, and is profitablOj: and yet it is faid thai 
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4. Anodier iifwaexit in &jppoit of the dti^^ 
Holy Ghoft may be drawn from the ApoiUe's bjinE;* 
that beKerersy ia whom he dweitt were for that t^oa 
he temple of God : *< Ejiow ye not***' afked the Aitoftle, 
[he fpeaks of it as a thing well known^ and acknowledged 
)y all the children o£ God^ ^ that ye are the temple of 
Bod^ f&t the SpMt of God dwelletb in you." If the 
Spirit of God d^^lUng in the hearth believers makes 
9iem fhe tem{des-of God» then ihe Holy Ghod is God ; 
br it is the God dwelling in them that makes them the 
Hemplesof God* 

. 5* .1 think it is an .argument la favour of the divinity 
of the Holy Ghoft» that the fin againft him is faid to be* 
onpainflonabUu We can hardly couceiye that all manner 
9(ix& and Uaiphemy (hall be pardonable^ except '(lafphe* 
B|y agaipft the Holy Ghoft, if the Holy Ghoft has not a 
Juft claim to divine honours. That a fin againft a being; 
who has nehher diitind perfonality, nor any juft claim 
|o divinity V fiioi^ be unpardonable* when all manner of 
k aad.Uafphemy committed againft God or his divine 
foa ihaU be ibrgiven, is what we cannot -campre&end. 
9efideSp the manner in which ibis jGn is Tpoken of by the 
^vaagdifts conveys the idea both of perfonality and di^ 
jHty I ^ Whofoever (hall fpeak a word againft the Son of 
iHu, k ihall be •forpvta him ; but whofoever ftall fpeak 
tttwDid airainft the Holy Ghoft* it ihall not^be iforgive% 
wdiar in this world, nehher in the world to coma*-^ 
IhaU read 'jtfais verfe with an unprejudiced! 
will . conclude that the Holy Ghoft, "^the object 
whom this fin is j?ommitted, is a perfon diftin^ 
the Son cf Man, and pofTefled equally of a divine 
ri nay, ^ir heinous and unpardonable nature of 
«i inqilics both perfonalit) and divinity in the ob* 
*unft whom the iin is committed* Its unpardona* 
iBty ^es in a inaltcious ^d voluntary reCftance of 
'^ H divine 

I 



naa anij ancmpcea lo impoie npgn .tfti 
on thofe vho were under ;bb 4iifluaM 
falfcfaoocL Herein (faid the Apoftle)! 
Ijped unto meia».snd endeavoured td im 
upoftles, and the church under our c; 
lye J unto Go J. Now it is certain that du 
believe the Holy Ghofl to be God, or i 
eating in this matter ^vould not be lyi 
view, more' thin any other breach of tru 

Thus it appemsy from arguments fi 
paflages of Scripture* in exprcfs termi 
confequences drawn from their moft o1 
the perfonality and divinity of the Ho) 
•trine well founded. And indeed the wh< 
kVoxc ist to,pay.him divine honours. T 
as* the infallible /tfw/^9 whofc office Uj to 
knowledge of ail ncccilary truth, and tc 
ibrts of .religious gifts, and chrHlian ( 
^ly Gliod who fh-epgvhcns the bclicv 
fcmptations ; it is the Holy Ghoft wlu> 
ports the faints. under aU tlieir tri;di 
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nJ is therefore omnipotent, for this is fiiid to be 
srtioti of the exceeding grcatnefs of the migh^. 
of GoA It \ras t;he Holy' Ghoft >ho fpoke ' m 
pheVs and apoHlcs.' It was tJie rioly* Ghoft who 
i' the primitive chriftians' with thofc miraculous 
Iiich enabled tliem to tmderft»nd at once the whole 
of revealed truth-— to difceni the liearts of men, 
(peak at once clearly and properly in languages 
igues they had never learnt:' one of tlic mott fur- 
miracles and events that was ever heard of in th« 
and which will Aanu, a demon fl rati on of divine 
when time and i'l^blunary things will be forgot. 

rfc titc argument with obfcrving, that, from a full 
ion of the divinity of the Holy Ghoft, and that un- 
l honours flioulJ l>c paid to the Father, Son and' 
^hofl, it was not unpfual for the a^oftlcs to clofe 
,iin« 's with tills doxology and apoftolic bcncdi«5tioji 
grace of our I^ord Jcfus Chrill, Uic love of Go>l 
ther, and the. communion of the Holy Ghoft, bo 
:>u all. .Amen.* 

re we pafs to fpeak of tlie operations of the Holy • 
we ihall infer a few tilings from what has been al- 
>brcrved') asp- 
ire may infer, That divine honour and homage is 
m MS men to the Holy Ghoft. If he is a divino 
^thcn Jivine honour and homage is due from us, 
in he condufcends to dwell, for the moft honoura- 
1 bcheHcent purpofc — that he might confec rate us 
st)f.Go(i : fcir we are bound to render to all their 
lumter to whom honour is due — ^to give unto. 
Ithe' things which' arc Cx'fiir's, and to God the 
Jihich arc God's^^to give unto God the glory due 

It unto 

■■ 

fifhifKrther illtillrarion of the doflrinef read If. Ixiii. 14* 
U7grif>9 cooneded with Pfalm xcv. 67, 1 Corinthians* 
jV.|piAV ix'iU. iajT Th^y fully hold up the idea of th* 
jUf iad divinity of the Holy Ghoft. 





to his great name. But ihcn, agreeabl; 

utioti of ihi: covenant of grace, omr addrel 
: not lo be direaiy or perfonally made 
Loft, but, according to tlie order sA^bliflu 
, we ai-e lo pray for the pardon of fin, th 
our perfons, the fanflification of our natu 
Nation, to tbe Father, tbrough the Son, 
i graces of die Holy Spirit, idl which orii 
c of God, and arc become the purchafe i 
ivcyed to the niinds of men, through th. 
■ine revelation, by the operations and inf; 
)ly Ghoft, upon a mediatorial plan. Agr 
r Saviour told his difciples, that when th 
iuld come, he -would lead them into all « 
five of mine, and (hall fhew it unto you : 
■Iv.g thiit fuhordinalion which the Holy S] 
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cj^cratcs uprjn the human heart, /oimiiig It anew, break- 
ing down ilie evil an.J vicious h^bil:>, delivering from fpi- 
ri.tual Jarkncis and the power of a carnal mind, implant- 
ing .Vxvine principles in, and renewing tJic divine image 
upon, the foul, yet . reftoring the happy freedom of the 
mind, and d?.!ng honour to human moral agency. Let 
Ub adore lilm as tliat Ijleffed agent who begets us agaiu 
to a lively hope by the word of God, and carries on hi-j 
r.wn work till that which is perfe<ft fliall come, when that 
v.hich is in part Hiall be done away. 

3. We infer, Tliat v.'e ought to make it a very impor- 
tant part of our daily addreffes to Heaven, ihat we may 
iiavc the Hcly Gho/t imparted to us, with all thofc gra- 
cious influences which are e/fential to the wclMKM'ilg of 
religion: for fure.I am, that where thcfe are not, there 
are none of the comforts, delights, and peculiar advan- 
tageis, of a religious liJc. VVc mufl 1)C careful tliat wc do 
iu>t grieve die Holy Spirit of God, by v/horn wc are foal- 
ed unto the day of reticmjjtion ; either by indulging the 
inordinate carei» of the world, by negle<ftiHg duty, accom- 
jwinying with idle, vain or wicked jK-rions, or by relapl- 
ing into iiny and Uicrcby quenching lii.s motions — be fure 
to cultivate and chcritli every good mi]in*flion : for to be 
c^nrcally minded is death, but to be fpintually n:inded is 
life and peace. — Having obferv'cd tiidc things, as natural 
inferences from what hua been faid of the jieribiiiility and 
divinity of tlie Holy Gholt, we pal's, as wx*; propofcd, 
to fpeak — 

III. Of the Oferntlmf of the Holy Chofl. Andthcfl*, 
J I tiilnk, may, f^r the fake oford.fr, be divided into com^ 
mn^favin^ imA/pir'wL Ikit, to avoid ronruHon, v^e m'ouUI 
prcmife, that the Holy Ghoft b« in?,' a divide p»:rii/n, ].\*i 
..fpcraticns, in the facrcd flyi- , •:. i'-r.i- «irnc^ c:jlit<l in- 
^^vereatly tlv: f pcrati(iii ', of » : ' ;h'j IJ(,!/ OJjoft i^ 

Jbnctimes called tlie S^iiir A '! J- .' j awixu the Spirit 





J fometimes the Sj.irit, br -ft-ay of eminrtwfc 
Paul, addrelling himfelf to die believing Ro- 
'But ye are not in the fleii, but in the Spirit, 
of God dwell in you ;" and, "If yon have 
C of Chi ift, you are none of his." Here yuu 
-Mie perfon, who is the Holy Ghoft, is called 
lc Spirit of God, and the Spirit of Chrift. 

now proceed to fpeak of the operations of 
irit, under thofe three divifions, common, JaVf 
\aL 

mmon operations of the Holy Ghoft We tale 
if an q^alus N'wnlrti, Or a divine iftfpiration dif- 
mon through the human race, which layi a 
raint upon the lufts of men, files a curb up- 
prions of the human heart, and maintains a 
linftion between right and -vsTong, virtue and 







ttttmo rad tfoe^ hdi^^d need the mfluexiV:^.6iC U^ gdd^ 

iMM^ifiifhf^JPQwJ* iv ifir^ousf, '^V^^ tbfA vhu^ ei%3»- 
^ddllf immai^^iXke^ ^Olen. sqigi^bi It >. 

f ilM {ilifirt.VltOilit 1^ eiA ]Bt»Be^tij»,, ^V^ tius c^ppjO- 
dMV i» eri|pr^ lean's Imi^ t9t «^^i7 fp^ct^ of mmc^raU* 

rf*|hf j tffW P^ y> P P iofluenje^ q£ the. Holj^ P^p^ :. 
40j^:,itt^ flPF f?Wi^¥«4ong under, cpnfciow 
4||BlBJrarttf»ts.jfe^ foiiie^pncirfy rcfleo 

imtQ^thof^ conpxon influences are withdi;^wn:. 
t^,IH>t'^'tiIl,|tticiv can /«f e, fia without reftraiat, ^r 




Summon ihfmcnces of tbe Blefled Spirit affift 
^„ ""citt confciejacc, and are, in the pfarafe of infpii^ 
Bk'^liat. candli; of the Lord which is light in t&e 
ime.fi|^^i^mtlAig more^ than the mert did^- 





lan rcafon md a^ivfe, \^ to iff^i, uiidfi- 
ihc aff'ilacy ; tlicy dlrefl tlie niinij to tlii 
(ij — iiilprre witli a dclirc in pcrfiirm' that 
.d:' but how lopcrfcnn w. find net. "fet 
affla hature and r^afop, but arc not fufficiiit 
or towiibftajid thcprcvalency of ind«-elfiiig 
llicy keep tlic'minJ open, iind furc'eptible^of 
[ions, and are nccctfary to render' falten and 
the pmpcr fubjeifl of them. Therefore it is 
Dus to j-efift, ftifle or quench this coal, tcpC 
e. common ijifluence ijl tlie Holy Chqll. 
.ive that caution of otif divine .Lord — T|ule 
; light which ii in thce.be not darknefs. 

divine nperaiiot>s, common to all mankind, 
idered benelicia] In rtian, morality is kept 
A'orldi and mankind are continued in a ftatc 
lation is poffible ; and fo are delivered fVomi 
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t^kef fuilr iinplT-. Whea ipeaHn^ of th)& coihmoB 
influanecs upon tlic he^uof tbegBntOei, he&ja, "For 
when the gentiles, who ha«' not j^ law^ tlo b]r sature 

'ihc things contiiiiied in thelaw'.the^lhew ll^ fWOi* of the 



law vrtcten in thetr hcatt^^' thdr CottfcidiCM tbe mean 
■while accufing or cKCufinj ofie Utother:" KUth vords 
at leaJt currj- fo much in thein u this — diat the gentile 
' nations, though they had OOt the written law ©f Owd re- 
vealed to them, yet had furfi jivine impreflioni'inade np- 
'on their minds as were fdfficient to awaken thrir con- 
fciences, toaccufe them of guilt when they did that which 
was contrary to the revealed laws of Ood, and to eicnfe or 
approve of them when they did thole things which the 
.r]** itaqillr«*> 149V dl(^ impreBIonB wh>ch WTfite the 
"lUmivf'God opon the. h^artE.of the gtmiles, were un- 
idnalittdlr'&oint theS^tof God, whole bufiads k n to 
^rniUt^lKW of 'God upon the hieaxx* «f the children of 
i^M^agttieal^W die prophecy of JcKmiabi^trafpcaking 
.Mfl£MN:ca»en9Bt bteffi^i to be morQ pka^Mlj ei^yed 
..'inte.dM.rpigqofdMMefliah: "After tho&.da7t,&itfa 
-itAfi ^mdjii I iflU, put tnj law ia th^ iaward putt, and 
^!<ilv^.fliUdKirl>eaniiandIwiUbc t|iGJr-Gdd,'udtbcT 

4,tniL(»nr people." 

\Er'6Mne iWwinore diicAly to fpeid:of the/hwy op«> 
^--kJita^-Aoly Gholl. Theft we take to be fbinc 
s made npon the intelleAnal powefs of 
. ^ b alter the difpofltion, and molt powerful- 
tf petibidc ^ whole nua ia choofe and porTuc t&e no- 
E-iiAkjNi^ofi»ofgeiIliliefi. - 

P&l Pi tijefe operalioBi, tfae imdcTltanding it tbe power 
'A ii in general the firft imprefled ; die conference 
"' ' ^A ii'broughtlerioufl^toconfidefWtth himfelf. 
. i bf all, that feriouS coofidetation is the firft 
nufaiM coovtiuoiii 



: ^ChdeUlin^of thefiatitncou, amlilieUiJaiictngofil 
jnintl wiih rcligtoifirpici^fiblo, muSi bt tin rejiik af« 
htr tboTigh;, uiid fipwiu inciuirx; a \1k Ci^Liniil «■ 
:£nrv$^ th It the fimipl^ op }iti waft vu prcviotii toij 
chan,-;ing iSh'r. katt^KatM: "1 ibtiu^Iii on tajwxjf," & 
}■'., "iiul iJt_r. I turned aiy feci iuifi ibr lelUiDOWMi^ 
made haftc, anddd^ediur. lokc^ptiijccinis^iu 

Ul.if other appFcbeoJuntivfiKcGiotppb: liii power « 
bis prefencef Us parity aod jiatien^:, ]iU jotxludi t 
tacTtfYi ftriic the mind, amil lIjc lugit!,vc t^uugblif j| 
Jic cott&ien vitfa btni&Jf^ " 1 :un not tinjjr a .i^^ioin 
Cujf but I suniulccd aod i>\>ui btfijTe an iii^iucel]' ji 
and ercr-^ndent Dritf ; all tli« ftcrctt of mv luul ^U 
1y knovm to that God wha m;i(Ic me and ouilf Titm 
mt ! !ic lias crcr oblcrycd my coi-.doJl in every |iaiUciij, 
of jKift Jiic : lie knowi bf>tJ. il.c f,/J/ and pbgnc tya^ 
h;;>rt, the dcpra^icy nf my.caturc, and ttie trcacbcrrot 
IT./ very inmoU foul : fur 4xtc ha* iwt'liseii a. v/maffi 
tny tfiT.gat, ni/r a thought in my heart, but lo, OHJci^ 
thoa li^ifl known it altogeilier." .I^lie nvidkefxd iinotf 
cunfiden alfo, that tbi) God, m wV/c prdienc^ ^)^ 
;ifi:d fo unworthily, fo wickedly, b not a J?i^ ^^ i*^ 
K'jim, n^r the fon of man^ who is but a wonn, bat t£t 
fitn:)tjK'.tsiit JiHorAH, who can with infinite eaie/niie^ 
Jiim mir.-rabk, or nothing, in a rfa'^rient, or faring hi^ to 
tij'.- d ^:; <if death, or ft th? iiamc-< uf helL And tk, ' . 
tJJ'''J};iil h prcficd home, ai:d addreffcs the heart m tb; ^^ 
Ju:.;jok;fC of the projAet Nujjan to David — " Thoii aft, 
I'.r mm" — * thoa, a poi.r /VeWe worm, haft 'bent jlailf ^^ 
i/S.un'iij^th': ;rrtat God of h':Hyen and earth, foalpjut''- 

'■-"■"■•>''""»'"''"'•-'"''■ ■ ,;.,.««« 

lrr,m ail imprviljv; A-nfc of iJsc power and ^tu^ttMrn 
t),^ great and Ut.T-.'J Cod. llie Holjr Choi I«^„4l 
^.■/MkcfiTd fi^;T.er to cor.lid-.r of hisfuriiy an^i pjjil^ 
u.-l he <aii no I'/njij-rr treat ih^immacuUurjEHOTAK «& 




i' arid 'difregar'd, but reveres hiiii as tlie Hotj 
; and he begins td ftel himfelf in the preicnce 
who is of purer eyes than to behold miquitj-, 
' W,>eadj- to cry out, WJio can Aand .before this 
-^^ holy Lord God!— tlits God who muft 
tin all its forms, arid is therefore angry with the 
I eroy diiy, and muft be ycry angry wj'th iriff;. 
p; 'Why ! have I not before this tiriie feft .tUe 

Egftre. ^ ,God. He vvpdera^ at'jhu^ow^ preiuihp- 

t^b^ Uyet.iUifpiig the Utjbjj to j^riife Gocf. 
JEf^BiOUnd pat)te worlili'i^O^it'iapigiiOTincc atid 
*e^ #ad^pvfidfrfii^f^t a gnttt pan are l^iuTpHe-' 
bq^Gctd^ccTbe^Ten, vi<daungtbe jtiauicjl di^^esof 
il{pi4 the precepts .of itioraliij, ai)d living; la an al-, 
i^jiffonetfuln^of the &id.wlw made t|i'crii< He 
!fs,hiimelf as one of thofe;wbo have a<^ie(l^ tlief 
piqelVnof ^Oraleuil^ an^wonders.^^iftt flidfreac - 
¥-^S*^ ^'H^ t^e ingratitude and relxJUpa of ^ii 
npoteu .«^, apD&ate crea:ure«--T-M)^ he Kas not 
£> diw; pipthed hli^elf vitb Jxu^cS^y, and mad» 
^jIcDOwp >fl the thqoj^n, ^f ^ pS^fK^i'. V^ hi' a 
ftfVuJtltol ^ M^r^j^dii^^-pFefunptuo^ 
^iW4.eruftfe3 thc.world sind.'itfciqhabitanti.pto 
^|Ny,^^gead,«f^t|iiy^Jic, fees ,|j^ j»^tienc<; of Owl 
iijltf^to jJpVS fifffcfms • ^.'^- can&i bis fun. lo 

MUj^'if^tifipadoapf bpaivcnrl^bkfliitpii WDi^ 
^ytgipid.- ^cn w a ft ration, fucb a fca^^ p>vo^ ' 
4W«pq^W^..'W(teugkr mercy c^f Goi, .i^ 

li'filCaK to Fcpole himfdT'witfa a dieerfiil coi^ 





uch patemJ goo<iiieri an'diincearihgUifiarieft*' 
:fijve apprehenfions of die power and purit^" 
i patience, the goodiiefs and mercy, of Go^ 
e awakened fiimer to confider him as the Gcxf ' 
£ of all fleOi, who has immediate acccfs W 
"oul, nnd Uiat the hearts of all men are In his 
liai he can manage them as he pleafes ; work- 
1 both to will and to do his own goodldea- 
■efore, diough he fccU himfclf dark, impotent, 
d, yet h^ f<^^'^ t''*" ^^ '* ** '''^ fame time a' 
ivipe agency, and that all he need* to illmni- 
k inind-r-thac all he wants to cure the difor- 
foul, and to heal every internal difcafe — to 
the nobler I'orms of divine life, and to finil 
tc happinefs—L^, to have, and fenfiblj- to eo- 
r'avd, the Tital, operative prcfcnce of the Di- 
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that I have lired'as widiotxt God In the world, and as if 

mj bodj was immortaly ^d mj {QuTmortaly and ai if die 

things ^bich a^ ieen were etemial, and Ae thin^ which 

arc not feen were temporal : I ipi condeifnned^;^ sQL tSie 

creatures aixivct around and Ij^Iow me; all of inioifa 

anfwer the end of their being much better than I : I aih 

condemned by the bw of my Creator/ who, being the . 

firft caufe.and lad end of all things* defenres my firft, my 

b|pft» my all : *' I am aAiamj^d, and even confpunded, and 

abhor, myfelf, and rejpent in dull: and afhes." But I fce^ 

I pUinly i^f thgt neither the decpeft felf-abafement and 

aAkhoxrence* die bittcrcll repentance, nor the mod impartial 

reformatio^ for the future, will atone for the paft, nor 

nprerfc the fenteace which' has been- already pronounced 

againft m^.:-*npr will tbefe humiliations and reformations 

of iheinf<Jyes tuortify and p\¥Cge out thpfe evil incliha- 

tions, Ticipus ^abits, and ifntoward difpdilti(3ns, which 

ftill prevail^ in' mc> and which ^U e£Fe^ually prevent my 

fiitore happineltsf even th6ugh I were delivered from the 

Biinifimicnt due tome for fin. Oh! what fhall I then 

■ 4q !. whezp» O where Ml I fly ! Be wiUiAg to be mifc- 

ahk I cannot; to free myfelf from the' certain or fearful 

ezpefiation of it^ in exiAing circumftances, is equally im- 

poflible. I have no wifdom to devife, I have no ftrengtli 

tt e&S^ my own falvation. What fhall I do! where 

luiU I find a friendly hand able to fave me ! where fhall 

I fi^d a rock' firm e;xough to build ipy eternal hopes 

']ypoa !. 

'Tlie Holy iGfhoft, By calling up fuch refle&ons as 
9SStf prepares the convinced fmner to take a more inti- 
xmd felf-applying view of thf Lord Jefus Chrifl 
mediatorial charaden He is fully convixLccd that 
not ftand before the infinitely holy Lord God* 
oa\ for help, and, under the influences of the 
b^Sphit, he looks into the goi^l, whett he ices as 
i?« ■ . I ' ' , i» 

ir 

r 





i: glory of lie Lord JdiK-du: di^JiyMf 
>in and grace fliining m his face : and be 

was ptrfon, who is " the brightwefi of »i.c 
ry, and the exprefs image of hi* -ptrfoB— the 
n of the Farfier, fuH of grate and trBtfi." 
lalied and eadeatiog appnhaiiioiis of tic 
thrift powerfully ftrikc the miad, and cap»i- 
rt. TTie jadgmeat htiag inibniKd, the af- 
e «-ith ardour fpontxneottfly tomutlthin^ m 
x^th whom he has the mcll important, into- 
lerfooal concern. Under a rtalizaig CmA rf 
rable ftate without grace and ChriO. »t*ilr he 
Is htmfetl' anij<:r the condemwRg ptnuer of 
under a moral iiiBbiUty to folfil ia re^mn- 
;et neither able to plead innocer^e, or to nuke 
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Bopei&^on t£ -his Iseft obedience : and under tKcfe 
vie^m^he highly approves of the way .and method of £}lya* 
tion I17 gcsi€e» through fiaithi as revealed ^ in |he:;gofMl* 
Tthft heart being thus, prepared, it does, as it t»ere of it- 
ielfy oppnytatlu ctofe, unite withy and eordially rcodj^t 
the Lord Jefusy as offered in the gofpcl, as the moil fuit« 
able, moft amiable, almighty and all-gracious Saviour, 
worthy nf fupreme love, and inexpreffible complacency; 
and, while otliersare deviixng,iheans to be rich and -great, 
he de&et above all things to be found in Chrift, intereiled 
in his atonement,, clothed with his righteoufnefsi HUed 
with fais' Spirit, and tobe fbuad hambly.and fteadily waljlc« 
ing in all the ftatuDes and ordinances of the Lord Mamekfs. 
He heart- the invitations of the gofpel with pleafure, and 
comeft jit the fiaviour's call> and attends to the dc£lrines, 
tbc: precepts and -the example of his Lord and Mafler, 
with an obedient ear, and a<ompIying heart: and, while 
he recfeires his "Saviour into his heart, and reHs bis falva- 
tion in his hands, he fmcerely fubfcribes to his law^y 
dodrines and inftitutions, and cafts anchor within the vail, 
and in the way of weQ>»doing fceks>for glory,' honour an4 
■unortaiityv hi hopes that he ihall have the crown of 
eternal :life conferred upon him, as tlie free gift of God» 
thnragh Jefiis Chrift his Lord. . And now, being deliver* 
h cd flom the power of darknefs, and translated into tlie 
'ku^dom .oT God's dear Son,, he cheer&Hy bows to his 
anthorityy and pats^ as it were, both the fword and the fcep- 
into his hands, and yields up the whole empire of his 
ibid,to be governed by his laws, controuled by his power^ 
(aadificd by his Spirit, cheriflied by his truth and grace, 
and finally iaved by his rightcoufnefs. He fettles, too^ 
a ^rrcQ)ondence with his Saviour, under the influences of 
^.£uhe Spirit, which he purpqfes fluill never be interrupt' 
' ^ jmd is delighted, and even tranfported, with tlie pleaf* 
|iroipcdl which opens to his view, and is ready to 
tmt,"*"Blcired Jefus ! thou art my light, my flrength. 



5^ Wc fh^ now tek^ a view of 
the Ho)y bhoft which may be called jj 

And by the fpecial operations of thi 
mean the fame which in the Scriptures 
ply of the Spirit of Chrift Jefus, wh 
neceffary to animate the believer to thi 
of daty» to fupport him under' 'bis l 
againft temptatiohy to fubdue the bod 
to fandlify and attemper him to the ei 
jployments of the heavenly world. Tl 
in Scripture the feoTtngs of the Spirit 
Spiritt and the wtnefs of the Spirit wit 
proves that we are the children of Gc 
many other ph^a&s of the lilce natun 
ences of the Holy Ghoft are fpoken oi 
are corildercd every where as necefTa 
chrlflian life : the fame Spirit who 
on the good work to pcrfcftion. Tl: 
enkindled, mull keep alive, the facred 
the Spirit who gireth life." And eve 
his own experience, fcnfiblc, or foon w 
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m the fiune point of view— that; the prefehtlapjpre- 
ms of God, of Chrift, the foul, and the ctcrnd wofld, 
Iways take the fame hold of the hedrt, aiid equally' 
re the attention : but a little experience in tfie cff if- 
tfe will convince them of their miftake, arid of ^{hc 
of what our Blefled Lord told his difcipleSf^tmt 
MX him they could do nothing. * ' ,.: \' 

qfe fpecial operations of the Holy Ghoft are free 
)vercign favours ; not beftowed upon all the chSdren 
>d equally, nor on any one equally a? dll times, but 
er^encics- arife. Sometimes, through thefe; fpc^ial 
tions, light has been imparted td th& faihts in the 
H and moll niyfterious and perplexing ckfes, and 
cd them to acknowledge with the Pfalmift, ** In thy 
O God, I fee light." So when his virtue was ^vx 
trial; by tlic une<iual diftributioh of Providencei iji 
3wer and profperity of the wicked,' and ha felt him- 
lUnged into the depthsof adveri^ty, and when hc'at- 
:ed to roconcile tliis with the .wfdom and goodncfs 
: di-vnne government, he fays, It was too painful for 
nd I w;i5 ready to conclude that I had cleanfed my 
; in vain ; but I went into tlia-ifandluary of God,. and 
uhderftc^od I their way. He* hpjd 'i more e^ctenfivc 
impartiiil view of God's .providential government, 
ras fatisEcd ; a ray of divine light broka tifrough the' 
:loud, and carried its own evidence with it. Scmc- 
fpccial ftrcngth is imparted, to bear, with fortitude 
irdetis' of life, which without would be quite in- 
rtable : the apoftle Paul could boafl, under lYit hea- 
biirjpns and tlie fevcrcfl trials, I can do all things 
gh Clirift (Ircngthcniug me ; and when I am weak — 
left fenfibly r>y ov^rn weakncfs — and burdens and 
utics' prefs the hardjfl, then am I ftrong, being 
jphcned with all r.fr.jht according to his glorious 
:, unto rJl patience and long iuffering, with joy- 

I ?. fulijefa. 




e'diliiafl' from tliofe blind Jmpulfcs and irregular ec 
II of v> overheated imagiiution which are eccentric 
wad wild, reducible to none of thofc fa;:rcd rules by which 
we are to try the fpirit to fee if it be of God, or that 
Holy S^it oi God by whom we arc iciilcd unto Uie 
day ofredemption. Asd> thuiigh U'crc may be a divcr- 
Jit]> ia tbde openfiuns, yet ihuy are by the fame Spirit, 
- .and its, adminiflrationc tend to the fanttj t^ng-~the.edt- 
ficatioaoflbc believer, to make hi^-mectfobc ajiftr* 
laker of the inheriiitnce of the faints in ligfit. 

"Having thus fpofcen iti- the Holy Glioft, and his various 
operations, wc.pafs to itime imprb^ement. 

■I. Lerus adore tliis Dl^jne Illuminator of our dark 
aiin^,-and blefttte Kathcr of Lights for the gifts and 
gntes qf bi»Hoiy Spirit, by whofe .^ommoa influents 
the fadtcffcAs'of the early apoflitcy are kept under a! 
h^>p7 nftninv the. moral. agency of jnan h ^ntHJAed, 
rcafoa and ccrtdbitoife <rc;able .ttt bi»r their united tefti- 
nony againft ap evil deed, and to make a loud and foitic- ', 
times fuccefsful remonftrance againft it ^ fo that mankind . 
retain a fenfe of right and wron^, moml and immoral 
; aftioni, upon the. principles of common fenfc ; that hu- 
manity, civility and morality arc kept alive in the voifd, 
irliicb make this earth better than hell, and mankind bcc- 
tei'.than fallen angels. 
' ., , a. 'JLet «« blefs fcod thai he did not fiifftr the human 
^ race to fiak into a ftate of alifoliite d-fperation, by totally 
".W^ihcdi^ag die influences 6f his BlelTed Spirit, biit gra- 
_, jmiilly diffufed hii common influci^es as a kind of genera) 
ll«jmtf> by wfiidi he preferv^d minkind proper fiibjWts 
^janwhom the grace of GoO might operate, agreeably to 
^Epy ntional nacufe^ to final falvation. But — 

•k Merc efpccially, let us adore and praife the Divine 
fti&r of. our polluted natures, «-ho regenerates us 
lt|; ^rit of QQT niods, aad be al'i^-ays ready »> "c- 





.^vL^ge th£ cpexiaaca a hu haai, vb^ 
ivc dKic, la oiiHiElTci or ocbcxs, aai X 

r^To, nor alcnbe U/o mach lo nenu oc 
Rcb n »r iBesfee C faf bees in a«i-y« 
; cT, I>ai &T, NociaSo as, O Lerd. wi«-«i 

^ of iMoe cm p{»-3r«. *^ sfoA^il 
!l^:}«pn&. ■'■• 

^ iietia pnr i^ *= Spiriti «c ban 

r the gins cf die Half Ghot : fat h« i*;^ 
irift ia tfe c<TT«i«Bir of R(I«Bif«k)4it ^ 

3H, that Ik mmW cfataM 'Jie proatUrd 
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diis wax ^"^ attempt to work out our gvivi fdvati.on with 
fear and trembling» wexnuH rcxnember that k is God 
who by his Spirit works in us both to will and to do of 
his own -^Qpd •plcafure. 

6. We muft not jgrjtcVc nor quiiTicli the Hoty Spirit of 
C^jod. If, while we arc in the ufe of any of tlie appointed 
neani, we feel any feriotis impreilions made upon the 
'V&fiit let us be fure to cultivate and improve fuch ira-^ 
prefiions ; attend to the facred dictates, and not be diverted ^ 
by the fblicitatioits of vain or wicked men ; but retire to 
our dofetSy conveirfe witlrbuf own hearts, and attend and . 
be obedient to what the Spirit faith -unto tliem, though . 

' he fliould (peak in his ftill fnudl voice. Here give me 

' leave to fay, if you want human inflrudion and afiill- 

ancey you will do well to confer wtii your mxniilcr, and 

with a few of the moft fcrious, godly and pvudent per- 

'fims of your acquaintance ; but. open not your cafe but to 

fkitfiil phyiicians. To tell your /expetieoces Or th&iexercifei: 

of yoizr mind to every one» will' only tend to^dec^ye and 

'VufldidyoH. You may fearch the:Scriptures daily with 

' Metyf ^make them the man of your/counfi^l^ ^n4 th^ 

will prove a light unto'yoor feet, and'alninp pnto yovr . 

paths : make them the compimk)a of.'your bcd-chainbtr 

and your clofct, and you will grow in gnice and in the 

knowledge of Clirift Jcfus oiu* Lord : and in this way 

you may hope, that he who lias begun a good work in 

you will carry it on, .and perfect his own. work in you. 

» ■ ■ " 

7. If we liave reafim toTjeficvc, on fcriplund grounds, 
^diat the Holy Glioft has wrought a divine and faving 

change in us, and made us happy fubje(5ts of his faving 
ttperations, wc mufl not imagine that the work is done, 
tttad wc have no further ufc for his facred agency : wo 
^a|sy be a/Tured that all our fufiiciency is of God, and 
t'tin^ without the conftant fupply of tlic Spiiit, all our 
-niEgion will foon dwindle into a fpiritlcfs formality, and 
. » * it 
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:odlincft. %^-illioot (h( pow.r. We flwll loA 
iic cfariftbn temper, and that fweet canuntmian 
athcr. Son and Ifoly Ghoft, on wliich depend 
e comfons of religion. They only wLo walk 
of th: Ijird have the comfoins ofthefialf 
orm not rcfolutions in your own ftrength i fiir 
nd, tli^it, widwiut tjic aicli of the Holy Ghtilti 
fth will be but weaknefs : therefore ever mani- 
1 fcnfe of your own dependence, and that ypu 
be able to maintain the divine life without (Si- 
nce. Ee not rafli to utter vows btfore God, 
f the Pfiihnift modeftly to fiiy, If thou Loid 
ety for me thy lervant, I will keep thy fia- 
: clofe with a ca,ution i— 
: not trull fn much to the aids or aflllUnces of 




■ana. generom or honefl mind to the greiteO. exdttiotiv 
diligence and' adivityi in working, out our own Ikltation : 
xnd^ if ve are admitted to be workers together with Godt 
wv are aflorad thatoia' labour thall Hull not be in vain -in 
;fa«.l.ord. Nior mult we negleA or dela^ our duty be- 
CH1&' wc think we have not the Spirit, or are not favour- 
cd with thofe dhine aidi which we think are necciTary lo 
noAtt our Bifts of obedience acceptable. We arc not to 
wHt ibr the moving of the Spirit, but go forth in the 
nsB^-of Ilie Lord, and in the way of duty truA in God 
ibr all tho&.^racuHU communicatioaa we may need: 
sndrjf -we are net ftmitened in ourfelv«s,nWe Ihall not be 
ftraitened in, God. ' Many hatv entered upon duty with 
btlc Gcmrage, and lefs fhrengdi, who have been carried 
diiough with honour, life and joy, and foiind by happy 
Operience that it is the Spirit «-lw gireth life. 

In one word — Ever maintain a ftrifl walk with CJod, 
bntibly depcndmg uponhim./or all thofe fanfliipng.^i- 
Anenccs and fpecial aids of his good Spirit that we may 
MeA ; antl in g^eral we Ihall find, that as our day is, fo 
Ihilt our (hebgdi be ; and in this way we fliall renew our 
Sfttagth, and go on from one degree of faitli, love, nnd 
lisif obedieAce, to another, till we Ihall appear complete 
iMfneQQd, in Zion above. 




^ifcourfc IV. 



,i1«j tad efficacious Manntr of"1 
Atioas of cl)« Holy Spirit. 
--'•• - — — 



I C O R. xJi. 4. 5. 6. 
*rc mvirjitiri "f gi/ti, tut ^ fumt ^mtiA 
dlJimU/v of aektimftra^MM, Inil lit fame Lm 
art Svh^'iliri nf afeciitiav, txtt iiu ^ /"^Jk 
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"dBSBBqp^q^irvnaRr^^ xtrimacini^'l^ die 

•rdinary miniQienf and in the enjoyment of the ordinary 

Means of grace in focceo^ing generations^ as there was 

mdie diipenfing.d/|h(y£i'extraordinai7 and miraculous 

gifts to the apoftles and primitive chriflians at its firfl 

^prannxlgation 1*— vrfaich variety of manner, and efficacy 

'of operation, <«^'«the iMy Glioft upon the human heart, 

(bjfiiK^oh it is regenerated, or paifes under that trans- 

fbriniiig nioral change called in Scripture a being bom - 

again, or-tf being created anew in Chriil Jefus) I fhal! 

rcndearour taiUuftcttiein the following page^ in as clear 

and conciie a manner as I can. 

That there is a variety of operations by Ac fame Sjii- 

iSCy is evident, from the fimilifude our Savxoiir made uie 

I of when he was treating ttpon the fubjed with NLcode- 

kiis, rn an evening corivierfation which he had with hihi 

2t his private lodging, in the prefence of his difciples. He 

plainly told him that fuch a change was abfolutcly necef- 

filry to prepare fubjeds for his heavenly kingdom. Je- 

Hurfaid uhtO'hiin, ^'Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, Er- 

efejpt a man be b6m again, he cannot fee the kingdom of 

Odid ;" and then adds, " Marvel not that I faid unto thee, 

Td'niixft be bom again. And as the wind blow^th where 

V'liffeth, and you-rhear the found thereof, but cannot 

tdl finom whence it cometh, nor whither it goet^, fo is 

Cfliy odt who is bom of the Spirit :" which denotes 

fadr'tfie -variety arid fovereignty of thofe divine opera- 

^Mh » t hat there is a iecret in the Spirit's operation, which 

4tfufly 'known tomone but to him who is -wonderful in 

'ttuiiifely'aJld esreellcnt in working all our works in us and 

'ftttis.' 
|»^*t / -. rt- 

binl ^innpt, pretend t}ien to dcfcend into all the particulsti's 

'Utl^x^y. deiignate a difference of operation, cr a di- 

^.of adininiflrations, and which may be only c!r- 

iftsuitial and local, but I fliall take notice-'-^ 

X.., ' K I. Of 





f. Of a diverfitj- of manner in which 

mge has been effeiilod. 

[I. The variety of meaiM viTiidi have be 

[11. The tiifFerence of time when tliU tha 
jught. — ThcJe three particulars m^y cqh 
t variety of operations of the Holy Ghoft 
n heart which may be neccflkry or u 
iwa. 

:. There is a variety in the manner or n 
Spirit makes nfc of in proAicin|!r"this n 
.he human heart ; and if, by trarfng th; 
thod, in which I fliail be as cl!ar, fcript 
imenlal as I' can, any ohs may be bettei 
nine wliat their real eharafter or true ftj 
l^^er^i^p^^^^^^^^^ 
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er 9pnti^cms» and greater terror^ may in fomc ca« 
expedicnt;* The BlefTed Spirit fometimes fets the 
th( finaer before his eyes in fxich a point of light 
t they appear to him as a marfhalled haft of ene* 
re^y to devour hxxn ; every circumftance which at* ' 
[ their' conomiiSon wears an afpe^ of terror. ' He 
ack on the privileges he enjdyed and had abufed«' 
« advantages he had been favoured with, but mif- 
ired» and he thinks that no one ever before had fm- 
fo great a rate, and witlvfuch high-handed wic]b> 
, as he has doiie» and therefore that no terror is like 
lis terror.^- He has fuch a fenfe of the demerits of 
mes, and the^purity of the divine n^^ture, tli^t he 
Cod is detenhined to confign him over to eycrlafl- 
iniflitkie^t ; and, as he thinks himfelf the greatcft' ' 
in the -world, fo his future puni{hmcnt will exceed 

have gone before him : fo that in the bittemefs 
foul he is weary of his life, and he may wilh that 

1 never been bom, or that he hiid been any other 
re tlian what he is : or, however fiiocking the 
[it of annihilation may be to beings confcious of 
eafiircs of cxiftence, he is ready to wilh he could 
liately lofe his cxiftence. And the poor diftreffcd 
re may continue for days, weeks and months in 
rondition, and (as one exprefTcs it) may be fo 
d \\nth peals of thunder from mount Sinai, as to 
ite deaf to the gentler founds from mount Zion- 
we propofe to him tlie terms of the gofpcl, the pro- 
of falvation to the chief of Tinners, he will not hear 
X that any of thcfe were made to him, or were ever 
.cd for him, but that lull and damnation arc and 
; his eternal portion, and he hears all the curies of 

broken law, and the denunciations of wrath, as 
id at him, and vnW entertain nothing but a fearful 
g for of judgment and fiery indignation, which 
cvour him. But in all this fcene (»f terror liw* high- 
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''at T^A*:rTT Jno M.fJtucr or rnt 

of the law of God which condcnins Yum, aaA' 
joA as righleotis, eren though he flionU finafly 
n over to a punifhment equal to the deoK- 
imes ; which temper uf mind marks htf con- 
the efftifts of divine operations; and, wfcik 
s entire approbation of the law as ■wife, hotj. 
wd, it is evident that the Spirit of Cod ii 
he way, by tJiis fevers difcipline of the law, 
the free o^rs of the gnfpel more %eelfonw: 
; of the law as a fchoolmafter to bring the 
inner to Chrift, that he might be juftified fiwly 
htoogh faith in him. When this end is ob- 
clouds begin to pafs off, and the broken^ieart- 

made to hear the Toice of joy and gladncfi, 
hones which hud been broken are healed, and 
' and comfort in believing, . 



b^CbrifU for .pardon and life, az^ have oitCQ made^ 
icAjnaancr they could, their hielieving applicaiioji 
Stf as to the almighty and all-gracious Savipur of 
, yet they are afraid they hare not done it in a zight 
\ because they do not feel the burden of guilt re* 
•nor havereceivedany fenfible tokens of the divine 
nor any certain evidences,that they are in a paxv 
md fandified ftate, and Ho they.feek.Jefus forrow- 
d \^eep out their forrows at the ibotfloolofi the 
of, grace. JBut-by degrees their -^iprrows abater 
lie divine .promife or comforting word, comes in- 
nindy^or iff impreiled upon the memoryy as that-*- 
^ughter, be of good chcer». ^y.fips are forgiven 

nd I am pacified towards .theeioT tall which, thou 
nc, fai^ tJie Lord tjiy God. •- 

T\xh refpeiH: to others, they may hav« lefs forrow, 
: lefs contrition or hunuliation. The mind is itri- ' 
with fuchv^i tranfporting vicw» pfe the wifdom and 
if the gofpel plan of falvation, and- with the glory 
li^blenefspf the Savioiv pf men, that the enmity 
tagatnd God and his government, or ag^inft the 
ng fcheme'of falvation hy^-grace through faith, is 
once« fo that their .hoards are iTielted dawn with 
)V>^ ^om)w for f^l» and charmed, as it were, into a 
l^dlcordi^ compliance with the gofpcl psppojS^Si 
; being fcqpt long -under the p^g& aA4 ^>^?Lggics ' 
wwttbirth. tFhcfe are fubdued by Jove, conquered 
dnefs, without having their fears ynuch alarmed, 
hout being drove by God's fiery iaw to take fajic- 
ithe arls: p£ the covenant of God'p grace. . . Thefe, 
a^ tl^cy are awakened to a..fcj:iou!j cQnAdcratxon 
r.ways,. tunx their feet into.Gpd's iUtuti;s ; .they 
afte, ,and delay not, to clpf? with thu olF<?rs..aaxd • 
Dps pf the.gofpel ; as foon as Uicy fee th^mfelvjes 
ilty^and ruined ft^te, they difcover. t;heir ' help^jn 
the Jaw. of God appears fo juil, fo Jiply.and i^bod, 

K 2 ■. ■ "the 
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the jiMifon and offices of Chrift fo luniaMMdMitcwii|fclij 
the propofals of falnttioa hj liim ib rflbfombk nd'gn' 
cioas, that* while they feci an otter dettfbtiMi «f all ^ 
they entertain the bigheft efteem for the liiw» «C Godvul 
the Redeemer, and are conftratned by the loire of Ouifl, 
with a conieioas (incerity^ immediately cq fall in with «b<1 
cordially embraee the.graciout otfoci of th%gofpdf'«iid 
they are filled with a joy Qnfpeakablc and ft^ of glory : 
that, inftead of their being long encomtaiied widi'^ 
forrows of death and the pains of helb' as ocfaev^^luive 
been, their -fouls are focn delirered from death,. dttir 
eyes from tears, and aJCbng of pratfe is put ittt»^dieir 
mouths, even falvation to God. ^ This feemsto JunralMca 
the cafe of Saul, who afterwards was the bleflcd* apotUe 
Paul, who was couqucrcJ.at once by almighty grace, 
ajid clofed wiih the propofals of the gofpel as foon as 
made known to him by the preaching of Ananias. This 
w^s the cafe of the jailor, who, as foon as he v/a;B awak- 
ened to fee his danger,- and to inquire in carnefl what hs 
ftiould do to b^ fi^-ved, immediately complied i^-ith the 
terms of iiilyation, a* foon as tlie^' were made known to 
him by the preaching of the gofpcl. So w< read of. 
fomc who received tlie word with joy in the Holy Ghofl, 
on their firft hearing it preached to them ; i. e. the Holy 
Spirit accompanied the word which was firll preached tp 
them, witli fuch power, that, while it convinced them of 
lm,.and pointed out their danger, it wrought in them 
obedience to the gofpcl, and infpired them with a iacrefl 
joy in believing. 

Bat here I would enter a caution : — It is evident that 
many have l):en under fome awakenings, and have ibon 
been filled with joy, from a full perfuafion thafc they 
were converteii, and had experienced a faving cbangcii 
when it was only a tranfient impreflion made upon thdr 
puHions and affections, which, like the morning clotti 

and the early dew, foon paiFes away. Thofe with whoa 

tha 
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irit takes 'tlusrlaft titetftbdnecd take<:are that thof 
t deaetvedff * and take extemaltappearaiicey^ or a fa- . 
il imp&effiooy for areal wcvk o£ grac^ upon the 
and- io faU undet .the description of ^i^iit whom 
iviour meant to reprefent bythofe who received 
fton/igrouadt who.heard the word with jof^. but^ 
: .no root in themfelves, /cU a^ay. Wbqre thjs 
liich fuccceds a^few hours 01; days of forraw, is not 
ejd with great modefty and Jimmility, ^nd afix^ 
ion to walk worthy ^f the Lord to. all \veUrpleaA 
iicne in great reafon to fear tb^t their .fuppofe^d 
t is counterfeit, and that the ho|^-buUt-up.cu[V.it 

ilf and l^ j^ j;he4giYi^« np of the ghplL^ 

■ .■ ■ ' > 

feaye ,to add, that with ibme - the Spirit tates a 

It method from icrther m the fbregomg. ; and I 

t to be more common, though mere gentle, 

Cs difcemible, thiari any we have mentioned : and 

by letting in, by gentle and more }nfenfible de- 
divine light into the undierftau^ing, fo as to rc^- 
apprehenfions of God and his moral government ; 
s Chrift, his natura}, moral and mediatorial <iha- 
t of the jiatjire,*reality aiid importance pf a future 
I eternal world ; and from that to awaken the at- 
I, to warm the affedHons, and to fix the refolution. 
It making any of thofe painful or tranfportihg im- 
tis upon the njind as in -any of the foremcntidhed 
cIs. It is certain, that though God^ is fomctimes 
earthquake, and fqmetimes in the fire, and in the, 
5 wind, yet perhaps he is oftener in the gientlc, ftill 
roiccy agreeably to die reprefentatioii of the Pro-. 

A late learned, pious and fpiritual writer ob- 
upon tliis fubjefl, that the operations of tlxe Holy 
upon the human heart .are often; and he thinks 
onmionly, of fuch a nature as makes it difficult, if 
e, todifUnguifti them fr(*m the natural and rational 
!es of ous: intellectual powers ; becajiie the temper 
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«ltl iem'mmatt wkJi which the Bpitk a( QoAiiaifim 
ifatra wlici arc tiivJcr liu cfiU^fbloutiK aaii, ^Vhitf 
tag iMt1acttc«> XK taliatiair and pofoftly a|Erts4UB >W 
•abax ftafoa la -^er proper and tnoA pnfocl Uauift 

'■Pcrp-^Tiiwrit»"w!i'jf9Ahe'Sfir'jvfci:;i1iii!.tf!)«dnirtll-pc«- 
iIe meihod arcp-epir-illy VpHft»-ll!i Miileyrtmijj. Tbfj 
are awiileiwd, ^ tCfivWed nf fth a* ^n nfff imd liftm 
ihing ! iheir tb^vifll'irtt^ibfi Jc, ft thru reiurn iipon iban 
wjiK more force, anJ tSjp weiir off Sjf ain." Antnt^rita-thn 
ar^ full "if ioncem ;ifc{iiTt tfirir fmiK, and fimn ttrvJoid 
ninre fiietf refoliition*, iinfl hfijfn to entertain a ^ivtiifiK 
iftblc liof>e [ thtf tf link thcy^ cSn ttifairir famt Lhi ei» iei>t t 
rif a work of grace of"n thrir hearts j thty difrric-lle^ 
feci ihe Io« of God and nonilncCi ; fiify think thtj ftrl» 
fToyvin;; uvcrfinn to lln ami miirnT ^ilr, and UimeiAtl 
the (onftraif.infE inflo^me of iJie Invc rrf'Chrifl, flte ihtj 
C4ri.'tinftinM»jCie"l*« and caii, indd >, tcmII; loJgcAeir 

: eternal inlcrcfl in tiK liandt. Tlicy uhe ni<m dcligfit in 
OTtSn^nces ami feci a i>cieTr>Iciicc frf bc^n viqtii cncuiA 
to the whole familj-of manlnnJ, cfiiec'iBUftotlie- nHkdt 
hMdcboitJ of faith; they anon ij^"' nture TtmiS^^ril 
cart^elf, ami bcc^i^ fo iu^tffcreni abwtC ()x itiMl' iM^ 
rcflrn^conc(Tii«>,tb>|t thty^tn readyVi/-ivt upattbopci 
lii:itt)i«y h:ive experience J afiy tiling iitcafivui^ flMie 
<>r h«-jrt> Tiiii -.ewakeBt thuir ctmccri) a«w, ■jnj i*.ii« 

•up ihdr attention, and iJk:7 upply tiionfclysi wftJt ikv t^ 
gmir to ihcc(cre>i'» of ilcvotior. oi uivjedaf&t&viu i^ 
iird their hearu t^dcrly tuuclicilf qi, cxpt^ciciulu^ tone 
V FT)' em incut iind figmil.dclivcrjmrciV'wnimpciuivigdMi- 
f;er. (bef fvcl ibcn* Ittartf siclt bkto f(tutitU(ii; wJ iJi«U- 
faltirA f tiieft fcnfjctiim revive thL-ii- iiupci. 4nd thty juc 
ctmfi>nal>tc af^uin, but i>ot iDtrimfport*. I'cn'ttiu <>f tb< 
dcfcriptiorit tlinugh tlicir peace i) uflcn ictciiU^LuU a 
tbcyLave many duubtK and perplexing Tear*, bef 
jiu> lie, Micy catuiot igivc a |)aitici4;u acc^uit a 
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vriiODy or £17 at what time they experienced any ma- 
1 <ir moral change in their temper or difpofttion^ or 
nfe they have never had fuch terror or fuch joy a« 
n have had-j-4it length conunonly arrive, under the 
mfations of providence and grace, to as great a dear 
fi in religion, and to a temper, as habitually gracious, 
ay ; and, froin an . impartial view of their whole 
lu^ thcxe appear in. chem as evident marks of the 
.chriftlan as in thofe "^'hofe pafiaons have been more. 
igly touched, and whofe temper and condudl have 
I faddenly and more vifibly changed ; and they them- 
» may feel as great a confcioufnefs of their undTfTem-^ 
. love to God, as cordial a trull. in. theEord Jefus 
iftf and and as univerfal a benevorence to mankind, 
iny who have been regenerated with aU the moil 
Al agitations of mitid* If fo, it is well ; they may 
ifTortd that, in the Scripture ilyle, they have been 
I of the Spirit, though his operation upon their hearts 
r hare .been like the gentleft breeze, which can hardly, 
perceived from what quarter it comes, or to what 
It it tends ; for, as the wind bloweth when and where 
Sethy and thou beared the found thereof, but canffi 
tcU from whence it cometh nor whither it goeth, fa 
with ibme, if not with-every one,, who is bom of the 
Bit. 

L. Wc proceed. to confider the divcrfity of the opera- 
is of the fame Spirit, with refpeit to the Meani which 
made ufe of to effed this fa\'ing change in the human 
rt- And here indeed there is a grciit variety ; but 
more common and ordiniiry nieaus arc, divine ordi- 
hces, providences, and the more immediate imprefHons 
de upon the mind by the concurrence of a great va- 
J of means, without making any particular ulc of one 
It than another. 

\. By divine ordinances I mean, principally, prayer, 
ding of the word of God, and the hearing of it prc;ich- 

ed« 





TifP yA»i»rr j>ny Mas-ks» of M 

Thefe have been the common, and in il 
pint are vtrj powerful, means which ax 
cfTi'i^ng this moral and favini- ahange, 
r of my readers can teftify from ll.eir Qwn 
1 have fouid the wotd of God ptfwertul, : 
a two-edged fword : mnrlf haw found 
il to be tile poircr of God to falvation, bt 
d wiih the energy of the Holj- Spirk, aj 
en thoufands can teftify. 
t we need not. reft the evidence merelj 
lony: fotthe Scriptnus abound with evit 
, which cannot be difputcd. The roy 
■ ''^"g ^S" ^^f' '■' lionour of the ivritten 
■f the Lord is perfeift, converting the foul 
;s of the Lord are Jiirc, making wire t 
.:itutcs of ihe Lord are right, rejoicing 



!€nuuiTtow.orTBsI/oir ifiAir* 107 

nade to his HcaTenlf Father a little before he AifFerecf» 
iolf Father, fandify them through the truth ; tl\y word 
I'troth-: which piayer clothed the written word with a 
^ndifying influence, through the operations of the Holy- 
Spirit. And the preaching of the M'ord has, through 
he operation of the Spirit, been a powerful means pt* 
»nviIIci^g and converting finners to God, and of build- 
.ng up the faints in faith rand hplinefs. The apofllc 
lames obfervcs, that the Spirirby his own will begat 
tfaem by the word of truth. Lydia's heart was opened 
vdiile Paul preached to her the gofpel at her own houfe ; 
and vafl multitudes were .^brought under ferious-,:onccni 
by the preaching of Peter, and were led to inquire, with a 
filicitude becoming the importance of the queftion. Men 
and brethren, what fh^l we do ? But the word ])rcachcd 
does not always profit, not being mixed with faith in them 
vhohear it ; which gives occafion often to rept :'.♦: the com- . 
plaint pf the Apoftle — ^LorJ, who hath helievtd our re- 
port, aud to whom has the arm cf the Lord been rey^* 
ed? or more pofitively — ^^^''e have laboured in vain,.a|icl 
fpent our ftrength for nc^ught and in vain. Yet God has 
not left his word altogether witliout witnefs, but even to 
this day has made the pUin and artlefs preaching of the 
word the power of God unto f;dvation. O that it was 
more evidently fo among us at the prefent d ly ! I'he 
operation of tlxe Spirit of God upon the human heart is 
not confined to the bell-adapted means, but he makes ufc ot 
what he pleafes, and how and whea he pleiu'es : par- 
ticularly wc have to remark — 

2. Providtficesj both merciful and afHi<flivc v thefe, as 
»cans in the hands of the Spirit, work fometimes yery 
powerfully upon the hearts of linncrs. As, for inftancc, 
JDercies ; fome great and fignal favours, or furprifing 
Wivcrances from great and impending dangers, have 
Jodtcd dcrwn the hardcft heart, and begotten fmcerc and 
'S^tiinc repentance for pail iixij and bafe ii\gcautude» 



due the pafiions, of hardened (ini 

the bodj has, under the diredion 

huted to the reftoradon of the foul 

when thrown npon a bed of fickn 

rendered incapable of the emplo 

ments of life, when there is no taf 
furcs or amur;:menti of the fenfes, 

hc:irt to 'W'ifdom, and his ear to hez 

fidcrs cf his -v^-ays, and retarr.s umc 

liafle, and dsbv* r4*r to Ir?cn hi: 

jjofptl. 

^ j T . kr/>w, too often, imfrcdif 
' Tpind by afHic^ion pais cfF like 
wBiig made or.ly on the padioni 
^J|^Teligious appearances vanirti : 
bpKrden is removed : hut this has 
calt* ; there have been lading and 

the chaftifcmcnts of the rod ; ftupi 
kive been made wife to falvation. 
Manafleh, that arch iinncr : when 1 
thorns, and laid in fetters, then he 1 
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c in the heart 6f a before inatteivtive -and carelef^ 

I cannot adduce- inftances of this, where there is 

* ■ ■ ' . 

at-a^ variety^ therefore I fhall leave it tQ thoft who 
scolledt the feemingly inconfiderable incidents which 
wrought .powerfully in them, and brought them, 
I carelcfs, inattentive, diflipated flate, to a rational* 
erate life of chriftian morality. It will be granted, 
ofe, that where Paul has planted, and ApoUos wa- 
without effe^, or where the moft rational and pow- 
)reaching of the gofpel has beeh - attended upon ta 
L word -fitly fpoken has entered' into tfie inmoft foul, 
lainly fhewn, that, though it was an arrow from 

drawn at a venture, yet it was from God's quiver, 
ixe^ed by the Omnifcient Spirit to the feat of pria* 
in the human heart. Or, it may be, only the fick- 
r the death of a near relation, or a dear friend, or 
fions of die night, may awaken a lethargic foul, 

may end in the fixed habits of piety. 

. I have to add — Sometimes, though I believe it if 
he' Uefled Spirit feems to work withoati or with the 
rreace of a great variety, of means, without making 
uftciilar ufe of one more than another. If human 
9B7can \}9 credited, fometimes a text of Scnpiure, 
It being lately read or beard, has been fo imprefled 
Jie mind as to become like a nail faftened m a fure 
and has engroifcd all the thoughts, and called fonh 
:. powers of the mind to attend to what it di<5tated, 
riven finners from their revels- to their knees and to 
Saviour. Others, who had- beea the moft aban- 
fimiers, or the tameil fi^es of vice, and who had 
le falatary influence of a religious education, and 
itgrown lliame itlclf, have on a fuddcn been fnatch- 
brands out of the burning, and, by one means or 
SV or by the concurrence of a great variety of 
^'^tbout being able to fay what had the grcatcft 
Umih lh«m» have been brought to themfclves, and 

L thcr 
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ihey'have rcturtisj, ■wjtli the prodigal, penitendj' confef 
f'mg, *' Father, I ix:ive Unned againft Heaven and before 
thee." Perhaps an affefting feole cf a prcfent, oraniicicnt 
Deity, who ha* been witnel's to all their crimes, may eoiK 
trbuU as much as any thing to the loathing of them- 
felvea, and their repenting in dull and alhcs before him. 
Sometimes I h^Lve ohrcrved, that a deep and afie&bg 
fenle of the lo\'c nf the dear Redeemer {without the fob- 
p&s being aUe to fay what firft excited that stAe&ioj 
fcnfe of the, conflraining love of Chrjil in them] 
has melted doNni the tlone into a fountain of pe- 
nitential tears, and infcribed the divine imaj^ on the 
pliant heart, and inJpiied them with fueh an invincible 
refolution, tliat they have {hone, through the remainder 
of life, the Cons of God, without rebuke, eihibiiinj a 
bf rght aflemblage of' heroic chTlftisn virtues, and bijea 
ihe ornaments both of fociety ami religion. But dii^ 
inflanccs arc very rare, as It is fit theyiloiild be, \A 
fome by them fliouJd be, encouraged to neglefl' the maw 
common, ordinary and fluted, Tneana of grace : but ^^ 
there have been feme fueh inftanccs, in and ever fince Hi 
d:iyi of the apoillca,. cannot be denied. And it i* cvi^nt 
that liicb cafus have their ufe, as they ferve to prove Aal 
the Bleflcd Spirit ii the author and the agent, and i^ 
as a fovereign in produting this moral change in the hJi- 

I have in the lafl [il.ice to ob(en-e* th.it there ik.2.A 
verfity of operations by the fame Spirit, with re^tSM | 
the Time when tins necsfljry change is effcfled. Bu^ll j 
purfuing [his part of my fubjefl, I fhall confine 4f J 
thoughts, and dircit yours, to the three cotnmon fiqp I 
tif life — infancy, childhood, and mature age of manluai J 
1. It mull be grjntod, tliat fometimcs this chaAgC M 
wrougln in infancy or childliood, or before the ibbjqSJll 
,.y'PP?''l7 a moral agent, m; capable tCUunltJug,* 
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For himlelf. It is certain that there have been fome very^ 
remarkable inftances of early piety. And fome childrcnp 
from what they have faid about God and Chriil, about 
their duty and another world, have evidently (hewn, that 
the Holy Spirit has had accefs to their young hearts, and, 
as tender twigs, bent them God-ward and heaven-ward. 
And here I can iay, as fome of you who are parents can«. 
I have fpecial reafon to believe^ that there have been 
fome befides Samuel, Obadiah, Jofiah, Jeremiah, and 
young Tiznothy, who have been made the fubjedls of 
iandHtying grace before their under (landings arrived to 
inch a flate of maturity as to feel the force of an argu- 
ment, or to diged a fyhcm of religion. 

Here I will give you the opinion cf two very learned 
snd picus divines y I mean Mr. Baxter and Dr. Dod- 
dridge. Mr. Baxter faid, he verily believed, th:it if pa- 
rents would • do their duty, preaching would not be the 
more common and ordinary means of converting fouls, 
but that the greater part would be wrought upon by a 
religious education in the hands of the Spirit, before they 
were capable of entering into the reafoning of a fermon ! 
and Dr. Doddridge fays, fome are wrought upon in their 
isiaiicy, and he believes moft would be, were parents to 
A> their daty ; and adds, th^t he had obferved, that God 
£d commonly blefs the endeavours of pious mothers for 
this divine purpoie. If none of us have experienced ths 
filutary effed of early and religtouy inftruftions from a 
pbus mother, yet young Timothy had abundant reafon 
to be thankful for the religious education which he had- 
nceived from his pious mother Eunice, and his grand- 
mother Liois, who from his youth had taught him to- 
fatow the holy Scriptures, i^hich were able to make hini. 
vife unto falvation. 

2« But the more ufual time when this change U 
•lt)ught In the heart h in youth, before \ivt WoVis^^ ^^^ 
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Become flrong, and before the cares and pleafures of "(he 
wcHd faTl wiih their fiill weight upon the he;irt. This 
itiay be ftppored from the reafon of things, and proved 
from Scripture and experience. T^bngh It is to be la- 
mented that many youth, either through a carelefs inat- 
tention) or a criminal neglcfl, of a parents inftrnflion, cr 
through the want of a religions education, or prudent 
difcipline, or through the vanity of their own minds, or 
tlie attraflive charms of the world, or the infatuating in- 
fluence of fenfual phafurcs, follow after vanity till dicT 
become vain, and forget the God who made them, arid 
difeftcem the Rock who begat them, and, lite the' horft 
who defies the rein, keep up a full career, unt3 rfiey iirt 
Irrecoverably gone in the paths pf the dellroyer : thanks 
be to God, this is not always the cafe ; many, and I be- 
lieve by far the greater part, of thofe who are regeno- 
rate, arc, by one means or another, brought to confecrate 
ihcmfelveE to God while warm with all the vigour of 
youth, before the evil days are come, or the years draw 
nigh wherein they have no pleafure. And, having gtr^ 
en up ihcmfelves to God in an everla (ling, covenant, tliey 
join in full communion with the people of Godj and ap- 
pear (U olive, plants .round about the iacred table ; xoAio 
xhi'-. chvirrh. accordinr: to lb? prcdiftion, fees ber;fccd, J'tr 

one jayingi I ^n the J^ord's, another c.^^ig Lunioii V 
the name of the Lord Jelus, and another fubfc^Uiiwg i^. 
to the name of the Lord, and with his own hand fiia^, / 
jning him by the niunc of the God of Ifraei. 

Bjjt the leoift likely time ; f all 19 in the decline of )*■ | 
Very feiv inftanccs, I bcKeve, can be pioduceii of p" 
who have -much patTcd the meridian, or maturt man 
under the power of fin, eftranged to God and godKwft I 
wjio have ever met with any thing which looked litilB 
divine change wrought in them. They gcneraHy* 
H-ctCc and worfe, and VWe Sttid d\ti tnotviTtvcata of S 
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wrat^ Nor need .we wonder at it, when we confider 
the invejsrate ftrength of Qnful habits, and the invincible 
force of contraikd prejudices, the weakness of the haxnan 
mind, the ficklenefs of aged childhood, and the amazing 
treafurea of guiljt which fuch mufl haye contra^ed who 
have long de4>iied and.abufed the gofpel of the grace of 
God. To nu^ceany impreiSons on. fuch dry bones — on 
fuch bard, hearty — mu(l be next to a natural impoflibiUty^ 
for can the Ethiopian change his ikin, or the leopard his 
ipots i then tjicy who have been accuilomed to do evi} 
may learn to do well. But, to the honour of divine 
grace* as an evidence of the almighty energy of the Holy 
Spirits and as: a demonllration of the fovereignty of his 
operations^ fome have been born again when they Have 
been old. Sometimes the rock has been fmitten, and the 
waters of genuine repentance, have flowed out; forne*- 
tfanes there has been aihaking among the dry bones ; and^ 
how ftrange foerer it may feem, even dry bones may live, 
and ftand up both for the defence and for an ornament t^ 
religion.. 

Improve MEi/r. 

I. From what you have heard or read, you may learn; 
that you.muft not negledt any of thofe means which God 
has appomted, or has made ufe of, and which you have 
ia your hands ; as you know not which he will blefs, and 
lender cfie^al to your falvation, or which the Holy Spi- 
Jkmay make ufe of to accomplifh his own work in you. 
He is fovereign in -his operations, and various in his 
idminiftratrons ; and he makes what ufe he pleafcs of 
and fometlmes he apparently works without the 
of means, or by the concuircnce of a great variety of 
.vrithout making any diflinguifhing ufe of one more 
another : therefore you mufl not negledl fome which 
may think the leail likely, and attend upon others 
you may think more likely, to effed this faving 
;e in the .heart ; but humbly, fteadily and confcienr 

L 2 x:\o\x^^ 



«iic ruth Naiam tefbft the>««wn 
andbjtiw Prophet to xoaksilfeofl 
4om hii IqnafT, beeanfe he tfacmgfa 
Suxufcns were M likeij to dMt a c 
dan. If he had obftinately contim 
would have returned with the Icprofy 
1>cing perfuaded by his wifer fcrvants 
the Prophet's direction bs^thed hiznfelf 
and was made clean. ,So you muH n( 
but in obedience to divine diredlion ' 
sneans you have^ and look up to the 
Oracious Agent to render them effe6 

lion and final falvation. 

• <• 

a. You muft not. make yoUr.ow] 
dard for others, nor the experience o 
for your own ; for there is a diverfity 
fame Spirit, who .wprketh all in al] 
manner as he may think proper. £ 
and deipoQding mind are much 
couragedy ahd are ready to call in q 
«r the realitv of anv change wrought i 
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il°*rt^-^ ■> A* iriffl ^^rA^ ^cfagr^itfattl tM-«M 

cth, nor whither it goeth. 

U3 all be cautious that wc do not cenfure thole wto -, 
;yi(Jently the luaifcs of God's children upon them, 
e they cannot afcerlain the particular time when. 
manner how, tKey became regenerate In the tcm- 
their mind : and let the humble and doubtful ibul', 
ouraged, though the change in his temper lias not 
) fenfible as it has been in fome otiiers. Yet, if 
tA foor liMtit God-'tnud) and fin. lore rclgniog . 
"''V^^^tiM-.'«''confea')a*e tewwdt the Eord . 

M'U' Ui bbd ) tf 700 ifed in ai^irdbBdoti of, and 
jttli^'^l^bw of 0«(l, after tbeameritnat ifjaa , 
Mido, ti^Ri Might in- dwivoWl, ntorAtp 'and 0^ \ 
tittfOod, «]1^(m) 4m ■tf^^scd and f)reraa!i% ,' 
i'-iOe HAMtpaaiir fttmttif^i k gnrwbig. hnrM . 
tiig-wi iQ<riny wAex gt^W i f dcgrw of hc^iwft ; 
li^ it4taft tauuihsin K vftf cotah/rtabie h&pe ib*t 
t Bsm oflhe 8inri(*-t&nij^ Toniiujnotbea^ 
vtlto or hOT. ' 

^^i^n^ attjnd Jpur duty ,cpnfci«?(itio%, 
jO^r.^f^^ OMjperations.of jthe Blegfd'^j^ 
M^ ine^ which, you do ayoy., Jfe tipj; in j<gp . 

JWMiiwJl or great, like^ or unlik^y, re jiifft^ tWi ;^^. 
mdPft^ pnyniifcdbJ^ Holy Sjttrjf,,^4tepjffl^>^ 



molt uuenuuuK ^^^^^^^ 
has cootriboud moft in umchiiigjcl^l] 
thoft {mam rrA^akmt— thaok Qod* 
and be fucc to cnltivate tbofe ic^ 
meditation^ prayer* and converfe with 
n)oil approved chriilians of your acqu 
cially with your minifter : open you 
hinii and defire him to deal plainly : 
you, that you may be found in the fa 
of God, . 

Guard .afainft every tiling which 
dency to break the bruifed reed, « 
fmoking flax«»-all unnecefTary worldly c 
ufelefs and dangerous amufementst — : 
on the devotions of the family, the cl 
of God, and revere the dictates of co 
ligious, not with a fuperftitious eye y 
dence of God, and which way the 
By thefe ezercifes and re£cdipns you 
duty, and acquire-, a ftronger hahit 
may be allowed the ezpreifion, you i 



More grow into ftrongand fixed habits of vice. We 
iroft begin to inftrnd them very early in the knowledge 
}f God, their Heavenly Father, and of Jcfus Chrift, whom 
iright to know is life eternal. We mu/l try to give 
them, early, fomc right apprehcnfions of their Redeemer— 
Kow much he loved our finful race, and what kind no« 
ticebe took rTlittle children, and that he faid, Of fuch 
is the kingdom of heaven. And we muft en'leavour to 
raife in them fome growing defircs to knew the will 
of God, and how they (hall plcafe him — ftiew tliem, by 
fome ftriking inftances, what is like to be the end of a 
life of An and folly, and v/hat will be the happy portion 
of them who love, fear and ferve God from their child- 
hood. Young Timothy knew the holy Sciiptures from 
his youth, which made him a good man, and wife to 
falvation. 

5. We muft let youth know, in general, that now is 
the beft time to become virtuous ; for now is the accept- 
ed time, and now is the day of falvation — ^the mofk likely 
time in which they, may be renewed, and interefted in 
the bleflings of the gofpel. If they fhould let this favour- 
able opportunity flip unimproved, and continue on in the 
irays of fin and folly, under the power of native cor- 
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the decline of life. 

Therefore, my dear youth, for whom principally T 
have in the laft ftage of life penned tliefc pages, and fcnt 
them abroad, fuffcr me to call upon you to feck the Lrifl 
*hilc he may be found, and call upon him while he I 
'lean The days are haflenlng on when you may c;!il 
and not be heard, but your feet may flumblc upon tli-' 
dark mountains, and while yc look for lii^ht, God mny 
caufe darknefs, and turn it into the fhadow cf djatb-, 
4nd make it grofs darknefi. 





idc — Let all tliofe who havt already got iil- 

e of life, and are ih*ouded with the evening 
give all diligence to make their calling and 
My brethren, the time is far ("pent; the 
hand. U is high time for ua to fearch and 
we are not yet in the gall of bittemefs ami 
juity. And, though we fiir-.ld find, upon 
examination, the too evident marks of un- 
ipon «s, yet we muft not utterly dcfpab ; the 
t is fovereign and varioii? in his operations, 
ithe upon drjt hones, and caufe them to live, 
. the ornr'.meiMs of human nature, and aJvo- 
gion. He has done it for fome, anj may do 
He may da it for U5. Bot verily ibe cafa 
)ut not dcfperate. We mu ft unmediaiely Uj 
weight, and the fin which cafily befets'u;^ 
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3n the Evidence of ihc Cijriflian Rcvelalion. 

.1 TKESS. y. 2i. 
fro'oc all thtv^s ; holdfnft that 'u^hich // good, 

OU R Apoftlc clofes this lils firft cpifllc to the ThcA 
falonians-with a charming mixture ol' piety, zeal 
nd tendemefs, and pours out the fuhicfs of his heart in 
ktroly laconic ftyle, and crowds into a few fliort verfes 
ilmofl the whole circle of chriiliun dtLty, cr.ibrccd by 
weighty •arguments^ and the moft benevolent ivifh, that 
ic very God of Peace would fandify them wholly. He 
is hi from aflTuming tlic air of an infallible di(5l4tor ; for» 
vndi all the plenitude of infpiration, he fubjedcd all that 
he had £iid to their free, impartial and candid examina- 
tion, that they ihould .try ^nd prove all things, and hold 
bft that which was good ; which would be adling worthy 
^ dignity of reafonable beit^gs, and free nioral agentr>, 
vfao muft.give an account of tbemf^lves to God : and 
*hat upon a fair and full examination they found to be 
'OQd — ^truths .and fa^s with which tlieir higheil honour 
lOd intcreft were connc^ed — ^Iic exhorts them to hold fafl, 
D adhere clofely to them, found their faitli upon them, 
Od regulate tlieir practice by them. 

It is as cvidtnt that man was made for religion, as that 
• iQis made for fociety. It fecms to be a diftat^: of tv^- 
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And certainlf diat fjftem of religk 
two objeds» the glorj of God, and t 
UL one capifiwr poin^ 'fljuuli thc' Utt 
from Godfiii any which has been a 
And fuch -{for the prefent we fliail ' 
the Chriftian Religion. Bat, as G( 
of us an implicit faith, nor blind o1 
and requires us, as in our text, to p 
hold faft that which is good ; we fl 
as impartially as we can into the trut 
the chriflian religion ; and, if we fin 
tion good, both true and divine, we 
here to it as the one thing needful. 

And, that we may not be loff in tl 
"^•ith which we are encompaifed, w 
obferve the following metliod : 

It is natural for* mankind to ezp 
period, a rev-elation from God, ydi 
; with a fyftem of religion. 

The .chriflian revelatum i« fmm CI 
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. delightful taflc. And the inqairy, if properly made, 
luft be attended with the happieft confequences. The 
larc we examine into the truth, the reaTonablenels and 
ie fitaefs of the chriftian religion, the more eTidently it 
fill appear to be from God — that good thing which 
luft be clofely adhered to. And though we hope there 
re but fe^T in thefe United States, of the prefent gene- 
ttion, who call in queftion the truth, the reafonablenefs 
nd authenticity of our holy religion, yet, from the pre- 
xM. appearance, and the rapid progrefs the principles of 
(fidelity are making in Europe, we have refifbn to fear, 
lat another century will produce many here who will 
eny the Lord who bought them, and will contemn aiul 
real his religion as only a cunningly dsvifed fable, whom 
ur children m.iy J>e called to rafift fteadfaftly in the 
aith. And what we h;ivc to fay on this fubjeft refpefls 
he future a^ well as the prefent generation :' and our 
irayer to God is, tliat the KcadfaAnefs of the prefent 
ind the riiing generations in the chriftian faith and prac- 
:ice may prove all wliicb can be iaid on the fubjefl to be 
fiiperAuous. 

■ What we ftiall firft attempt to prove is, that, confider- 
ing our dependent ftate, we had reafon to expefl a reve- 
laion from God, fuSicient to found our faith upon, and 
to direfl our pniftiee. For it is evident that man in a 
ibie of innocence needed fuch a revelation. Such was 
Ui connexion and dependence, that he could not be his 
o»n infallible guide in all matters which refpefted his 
•fety, his fafcty and happinefs. If his reufon was fulTi- 
cbntly clear to guide him in the matter of his duty, fo 
iras i^conflilell in the internal and external praiiice of 
■oral virtue, yet liis reafon and common ferife could not 
^i^e him in matters merely pofitive, which depended 
^^ly on tlic will of the Inftitucor, and which couLI not 

aown but by revelation from him : and fome jiolitivi; 

:iitioiLS are neccllary to complete every fyftem of re- 
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How nunj- of tholc pr.fitire inftinittaiu 
ceflajT to compl;« a i>llL-m of reljg 

a flaT; of ianoccncy, we knotv r.ot ; cne cct 
Iwas (actorJiiig to Molci) that which pro 
"ih: tree rf fcnowlfdge of gooJ and 
leTiJi.TR, TOD, tliat man in a ftatc of maocfnt 
IrcTcUiion from hU Cn.itor in matters vrlucl 
Bths prefervation of his h;akh, anJ the fecarT: 
Imoting of hii fafcty aaJ happincfs in this m 
vtdent tliat His renfon, hawrr^r clear aad ft 
Inot iafidlibty guiJe him in the choice of b;> f 
■«hat would afford Hm the beft ihit^meut fi* 

a world of fcnfe, a-herc there was fuch a i 
Ifiime of which was good and nutritipiKi oil 
Iproper and pemicioos, he mull have _"i<«ne t 

n bum.in reafon in her htll eiiale^ to pafi 
BthroJgh a then life of lenfe. 



known thofe purpofes of grace ; zni this mnft be 
x^lation. TherefqiTi a divine revelation is higl;!]^ 
jIq La itfelf ; and, confidcring the dependent ibi^e 
0, and his prefcnt lapfed (late, we have the higbeil 

to eiped one ; as it is impoflible for us, or anf 
imdor all tlie advantages and improvements in na- 
or hum Lin knowledge; to f;iy on what terms an of- 
1 God vnll receive and favc hi^ giiilty creature 
without a revelation. -» 

tl this probability groWs flrongcr, when we confi- 
>w infinitely eafy it is with God, and how perfeiJlly 
ible to his fpiritual nature, to reveal his mmd and 
^ his intelligent creatures : for, as he muft perfe^ly 
both th^ capacities and wants of his creatures, fo 
ift have eafy and immediate accsfs to the confcious 
cither by immediate impulfc, or by the tnfluence* 
Spirit, or by the admiuiflrations of angels, or by 
vcr way elfc he is plcafed to make his will known. 
:hat he would do this, may be argued from his own 
olence, and his mod gracious nature, which difpofe 
o fhew favour where he can conliftently witli his 
perfc(^ions ; and alfo from tlie arnple and abundant 
ions which he has made for our bodies ever fincc 
life took place : for he giveth unto us all things, ne- 
Y for our comfortable fupport, richly to enjoy : and 
ly a natural and ncceflfary confcquence, leads us to 
ide that he would not leave us deftitute of thofe 
Ions neceflary for the foul. He has not only added 
efliing to the eartli, which drinketh in the rain which 
h oft upon it, fo that it bringetli forth for them by 
lit is drelfed ; but he has provided means to heal 
difordcred and fickly bodies which became mortal 
e original lapfe : fo tliat we have phyfic as well as 
: and he extends his care to all tlie works of his 
u May we not then conclude, with cciiainty, that 
mid provide for ibe wants and n^aladies of tl^c im- 

moru4 
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mortal foul, and fiimilh us with iJie means orfpirhiu 
health, and immortal vigour ? We may fafely argu 
from the lefs to the greater htrt. If he has taken fuel 
care of the body, he will take care of the mind, the no 
tier and better part of our natures. He has taught us ti 
take more care of the foul than of the body, and to la- 
bour principally for that meat which endureth unto eter- 
nal life : and we are taught to argue upon the famepiin- 
eiples, that, becaufe God takes care of OTen and fpairows, 
we muft not diftrufl his providence; for wg are of more 
value, and ftand higher in his efteem, than brutes and 
fowls. So we think we may fairly argue, that, becaufe 
God takei care of the body, he nill take care of tht fuali 
and make fuch a clear, full and ample revelation of hi) 
mjnd and wJU, as will found our faith, and regulate aw 

Another argument of the probability of fuch a re»<Ia- 
, tion may be drawn from the univetfal defire of one. 
The defire feems to be inaaie, and that we fliall have one 
ieems to be the diftate of nature ; and we cannot fuppofe 
that the great Former of the human mind would impreli 
upon it defires which he never did defign to fatisfy; we 
therefore fee all mankind looking out for revelatioBS. Th? 
moH barbarous have tlieir gods, their oracles, ait4 MI 
refponfcs from which they think they have the will frf 
the gods made known to tliem, and which they profcfi 
to follow as the rulcof life. This defire being ib ubiy^, 
fal, we may rationally fuppofe that it was imprefled,u|wn 
the human heart in its firil formation, which not ^b^ 
erafed by the original lapfe, it remains there an arg^ini 
iliat God defigned to blefs the world, fallen ii 
darkncfs, with a clear, full and fufficient revelation oj 
mind to man, wWch, if properly attended to, ' 
teach him the way to life perfedly. And this d^ 
I'eing ardent and univerfal, is happily adapted to prfl 
\ the mind to receive and attend to fuch a revel^Oii 
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made. From all which it plainly appears, that there is 
the utmoil reafon to expedt, and that we may conclude 
-mth. the greateft moral certainty, that, at fome time or 
other, God would reveal himfelf, with his mind and will, 
to man, in fuch a clear and full manner as would form 
a fyftcm of religion exadly adapted to the prefent fallen . 
ftate of man — a revelation which would afford fufficieiit 
light in every eflential branch of duty. And fuch a re- 
velation as this we think we have in our Bibles, efpecial- 
ly in the New.Teftament, which we ihall attempt to prov^ 
is from Cod— "^ iEviM revelation. 



The arguments in fupport of tlie divinity of the clirif- 
tian revelation are very copious ; but we fhall be as plain 
and concife as we can and do juftice to our fubje(5l» 

!• We fhall endeavour to prove the genuinenefs and 
authenticity of the writings of the New Teftament. 

And we think we may with the utmoft fafety lay it 
-down as a matter of faft, that there was a fet of men in 
die world who were .called chriftiansj near eighteen hun- 
drtd years ago : of this we arc as certain as we are of any 
tfanfa^on or event which took place before our day, or 
tbe prefent age ; for the higheft evidence we can have of 
any fa^ faid to be done in any paft age isj, the united re- 
cord of thofe perfons who lived ia thd.t day^ and were 
eye and car witnefles, and fully capable of relating and 
judging of the fadls faid to be done. And we have not 
only the united hiftorical records of the chrilHans them- 
fclvcs of the truth of fa(5ls, with an account of the trcat- 
nient they met witli from an unbelieving and an ungratc- 
fiil world, with its confequcnces ; but we have the united 
f^jftorical records of the fame things from the enemies of 
Ibdrnftianity, who give a particular and circumftantlal uc- 
it of the chriftian doctrines, and how they proceeded 

SiWift them as heretics : which writings, coming from 
itnuxiies of the chri/lians, prove as certainly Uiat there 

M .2 ^^^^ 



f^iucnvc wnicfl uc tiamre ot tlie t 
cdonot reafbn^ly a(k for more, li 
it follows, that there w^s inch a pc 
TR^o lived and died before any of hb i 
chriftians, and froni whom they recci 
if there had not been a perfon whc 
there would have been no foundatiQi 
ic6l of men at that dav chrifti;ins. 
fuch a perfon as Jefus Chrift, who 
died nnder the reign of Tibeiius C 
hundred years ago, we have the joint 
and enemies : and, tliough they d 
they give of him, yet they all.cxa»ftjj 
that he ^-as. box?! at Bethlehem — broi 
—that he founded tlie chriflian rel 
•was crucified at Jciiifalem as a ftate 
we have all the evidences that it is pa 
have, that there was fuch a perfon as 
was bom at tlic time, in the place 
writings of the New Tellament fay tl 
preached doctrines, and wrought mira 
of them : and, in ftion. tbnf b^ A\t^t\ 



are led from hence to aiTert, that there were l>ooks^ 
i at that time bj the profc^ed friends and follow-. 
thrifty which contain the memoirs of his Ufe, doc- 
uid deathy the mofl authentic of which were written 
r of his profefled followers, and were known by 
mes Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. And this 
s, not only from the writings of t^c chriftian fa-, 
1 the firft century — ^who have all borne their tefti-^ 
:o the truth and genuinenefs of ',th'ofe -^books^calledi 
LT cvangelifts, and written by thofe four zxien/ as; 
s froiEL their -writings which are yet extant — ^but* 
:e?die united teftimony of the enemies and perfe-^ 
of'tha chriftians, to the genuinenefs of thefe writ-» 
They warmly <Jifputed with the chriftian fatherSr 
Jiem, but never denie^i their qxiftence or genuine- - 
and thefe difputes about the four evangelifts^ be-' 
Jie friends- and enemies of Chrift^ remain unto thisr 
living demonftration, which cannot be withftood,. 
ere were perfons of fuch names, who wrote thofe- 
:alled the four evangelifts, and tha^ they are au-» 
and genuine— ruo. ipurious or cunniiigly devifed; 
of a later date. The principal of thofe \^Titers- 
; the. four evangelifts were Cclfus, Porphyry, Hie-, 
md Julian, who^ wwe anfwered by Origen, Metho- 
•ufebius, Gregory Nazianzen, and Cyril ; in which? 
hd warm difputes the genuinenefs or authepticity* 
b books was never called in queftion, but the tliingS; 
led in them were difputed : nor do we rcmemberr 
is part of the New Teftamcnt, as to its genuinenefs, 
cr difputed by any in the two firft centuries. And, 
y add, that, as counterfL-its imply and always prove 
ftence of true coin, fo the fpurious gofpels whiclj 
urds made their appearance, and which were foon 
d and rejeffced by the chriftian church, prove be- 
lifpute die truth and genuinenefs of thofe which" 
lo^ the tcft of many centuries, and remain, the 

Uviug 



iM 7ir« £rioBKcr ot fm 

IMng Ai-.tc!cs cf OotI, or the record wlitch 06 J hu gWni 
of hii Sou, ilic tiiif iiroplict who come from Riid. AnJ 
llie fame may be liiid of all ihe ellitr writinj;* wiiic* 
c»n»T)oA' the New TeiUinent. Chriflianity haJ ha cb^ 
nies from the beginning, ns might be «ipefk-d. Tht^ 
were opjK)fed to the doAiiiie^ and fcntifncnu contained' 
in the epiiUei of Paul, P«tcr, J.ia»e» and John i bm in. 
their (iirputei witli the ehriiUan Jiithers they alluwei lieni, 
to hivc an equat cUim to irntli. and auditmicity mih 
the wrilingB of the four evangcliJls. And Eufebiui, tj 
y«ry early and impartial writer, iays cKprcfsly, that tin. 
Four Erangellfts, the Aflsoftbe Apoftlfls, and rII cte, 
epiJlIcs which now compote the New Tefiamcol, vtre, 
iijiivcrfally received by the chriltiin church as infpind , 
writingi, and regarded as fucb. But, as there are no 
writings in the vwr! J of" equally interefting irapoitancd ■ 
if true, as thofe of the New Teftamemt, fo tJiereiiMi 
hifljory or fyftem of religien w'aich has wet wirii fuAJ 
violent oppofition, northe auttois wi* fucli cruel peH*-^ 
cqiion, for avowing and fupporting them ; and yet thetM 
are no hiftories or writings which carry fadi e»i<leaeed^ 
truth, aud marks, uf their genuincnefs and authentidiyw 
for. befidcs the having all tile evidence which it dwi^ll 
fulficieiic to prove the truth and genuinenefs of any ktltniH 
di^e have [he addition of the united teftimony of a&M 
enemies of chriftianity in their favour, though ^^ dtfl 
not mean fo, nor their hsarts think io ; which xeKmmp 
reflefl^ a light in favour of thig f.icrcJ writing, llrosg M 
clear in proportieti tii the numbers and violence by «" ' 
their authors and writingt were per&cuied and <> 

Having proved, beyond all reafonable difpu 
diere were boots written by ihe four evangelifl 
apoilles, the ftiends and, tnimtdiate foilywjrs vX-^ 
Ch rill, containing the memoirs of hii lifi;, iiSi 
dtftlli, and tliat thefe writings complete the {yitsin,'d 
X^g'mn, called Chrifttaniij -, ■wc^-iSi^iitai'^.yPJg 




bcfc irerjr writings which compofe the New Tcfta* 
hav€ been preferved and handed down to us uncor- 
I, aud are the very fame, without any material on 
:al alteration, which were originally, written by the- 
>ur evangelifts and apoftles. 

id we will venture to fay, that it is abfoliitely cer- 
fiat the writings of the New Teftament, as we now 
rhem, are the fame with thofe ancient records which 
under the fame name, and that they have been. 
Qitted . down to us without any material or cflential 
tion : for it is abfolutely impofCble, in the nature- 
;afon of things, that any corruption or material aV 
on fhould take place in them, without being very 
lifcovered ; for we all know that thefe books were 
jn by different hands, and for the benefit of man- 
and contain matters, if true, of tlie laft importance 
; whole human race. They were therefore foon 
i abroad into diftant parts, and tranflated into dif-' 
: languages, for the inftru6tion of thofe who did not 
'(land the language in which they were originally 
m ; and they were put into the hands of chriftians of 
ent (entiments about the nonre/Tential matters in reli« 
; fo that it is certain, if any one perfon, or party, or 
fi, had or fliould corrupt or alter any eflential doc- 
or article, fuch corurption or alteration would very 
be difcovered by another perfon, party or nation ; 
bis difcovery would fiimifh the enemies of chriftia-. 
writh a good rcafon to objccl againft the whole ; and 
would not have failed to make ufe of fuch an argu- 
te obje<5t' again ft the genuinenefs of the facred writ- 
; which objeftion has never been made, becaufe tliey 
qever had any thing on which they could ground it. 

[twill any one fay, that it may be all were agree lI 
I and when, and where, to alter ? This is impofliblc ; 
fuppofe that uU the many millions who have re- 
ceived 
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be conceived, and, all thing;s coniici 

bilit^. Bat, on the other hand, tli 

fufier fome fmall alterations, in ma 

is almoft abfolutcly certain ; for, as 

fo many tranflations into difTorcnt 

too which would not bear a literal 

fome of which were Co barbiiroui as 

•which the diilingiiiJhing doftrines o: 

exprefTed, which djfecl tlie tninllatc 

ply with words of the original lang 

ufe of metaphors talcen from well-1 

among the nation for wliom the trai 

to convey the idaa where words we 

it ; confidering alfo that ihcfe w 

ihroagh fo raiiny didferent prefles, a 

chriftlans of different denominatic 

confidering all thefe tilings, it is a 

that they Ihould fuffer fome alter 

non-eflential articles, which they hai 

as might be fliewn in a variety of inl 

defe«fts, and different readinifs, the e: 
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t}ic -pleafure to add, that the tranflatioh into the 
(h language, .as. we now liave it in oar -hands, is:a 
•ti^n^tion, and agreeable with the original in ajl 
■ial 'ted eflential points, as moft who are regular! j- 
\nttd into the gofpel miniflry;. g^n teftif7. And 
I cftnnot but obferve, tliat it would not be ijtfe in 
iry cafes to commit the gofpel mintflnr.to perfons 
ire not able to read the Bibh in the original, eipe- 
the New Teftaraent, or who are not able from their 
perfonal knowledge to fay whether our tranflation 
eeable to the original, or not. But, if we who 
1 tie. miniilry were not able tQ.<io this, and tlie 
itors were difpofed to impofe upon the ignorant and 
iTied by a wrong tranflation, yet it would be very 
dt, if poflible, for us or them to do it without being 
diately detected, and expofcd to popular refent- 
: for, fo long as there are learned men in the 
, aind a diveriity of opinions among them, if any 
>r fef of men were pcrfi Jious^ enough tp make any 
ial alteration in our tranflation, thofe who were 
different way of thinking would immediately dii^ 
the fraud, -and expofe fuch interpreters to fliame, 
raw upon them public odium. : There always have 
itflenfions in the church about lefs eflential matters, 
jme about the weightier things of die law and the 
1 too, and each fc<5l or party have always been very 
of having the Scriptures on their iide, to fupport 
opinions in -which th^y differed from tlieir brethrcp ; 
at if ^jiy one party or fedt Ihould have gone about 
mipt or materially to alter our tanflation from the 
ial, to make it fpeak more in favour of their own 
ralar opinions, fuch miih^nflation or corruption 
d have been immediately diibovered by thofe whom 
ippofed, by appealing to the original ; who, if from 
her principle than that of party-zeal, would not have 
p fo fair an opportunity to expofe the fraudulent deed 

to 
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widiout any corruplicn or ni itc: 
\vj have tliclc un^orrnj)!*.*! wr'tln 
own Lmcraa^c in /o f'aitlii'ul a mui 
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isd Mafter, by divine appointment* called dirif- 
Tliey, with us, efteemed thefe writings the true 
5 of God ; and as tliey did, fo do we, fet to our 
at tlicfe facrcd writings are the living oracles of 
•d of truth, if thefe infpired autliors were the true 
:s of God. If there is any fraud or deception irt 
writings, it muft be in the original authcffs them- 
; for we have proved to demonftration that a cor- 
i could not take place in any period of later date* 
at thefe authors were honeft men, fully capable of 
5 of the fa£ts on which they grounded tlieir tefti* 
and incapable of wicked artifice and deception,, 
nk will 'abundantly appear by a general and im- 
furvcy of their character and fituation. And it 
in that they were fully capable of judging as to 
:s on which they grounded the truth of their tefti- 
as, for inllancc, they were capable of judging^ 
r there was fuch a perfon as Jefus Chnft^ wh(^ 
onverfiint among them — whether he wrought 
IS before them — ^whetlier he fell into tlie hands of 
mies, and was crucified by them — ^whether he arofc 
le dead, and did perfornFi. certain animal operations, 
them, Aich as eating, drinking, walking, conver- 
:. — ^whether they adually faw liim witli their owa 
lard him fpeak, with their own ears, and did hau* 
:. with their own hands, liowever illiterate thele an- 
iflorians may have-been, they were certainly capable 
ling an adequate judgment on tlicfe fadls ; ther&* 
ae regard ought to be paid to their united teQimony;. 
rtainiy they were perfons of natural good fenfe, and 
fane of WTiting tbofe documents they appeared to be 
l^ofc^ mind. Let any unprejudiced perfon read the 
'dbment ^th attention, lie will, we are perfuad* 
f§i' not only . evident marks of a found mind^ 
gKBt intcg]:ity, fimplicity and benevolence, quite 
at to exclude or remove all fuipfcion of fraud, dor 

N cepiioi^ 





coHufion In arij^ of thofe writings. The tot 
which ihej' relate their Trondcrtul ftory car- 
ftion of its miili, and claims credit with ererr 
tr. They relate it with a minute detsu! rf 
es, which is never the praiaice, as it woald 

or pruiJent, tor falfe and deflgiung mea. 
heir (lory in the mod natural, ealy and fim- 
,ju[l as pUin, honeft men would recount £>& 

cert;iinly knew to be true, without the em- 
, of art, falfe colouring, or needlefs afievera- 
ig the iafts to fpeak for themfelres. 

■Their integrity appears, fronj that hontS 
th which they mention thofe circmttSnitGiy 
\X have eipoftd both daeir Mailer and tfacv* ] 
itcnipt. Thi-'v do not conceal the place W " 
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It IS moft certain, too, that m all their writings there 
luay be found the moft evident traces of not only an ho- 
Beft, but a piotis* benevolent and generous, difpofidon. 
Now that perfons of fuch an excellent chara£ter, honeft, 
plain and benevolent, who breathed nothing in their 
whole deportment but exalted fentiments of philanthropy 
and devotion, fhould be guilty of the moft notorious and 
complicated wickednefs^ without ever being dctedcd, 
though they were repeatedly brought to the fevereft tri- 
als, before governors and kings, muft exceed all belief: 
but no evidence ever yet appeared either againft their 
morals or their teftimony/ If their teftimony was falfe, 
they muft know it to be {o^ and perfiftirig in it, they muft 
be the moft abandoned wretches in the univerfe : for 
knowinglv to palm a cheat upon the world, in which not 
only the temporal but the eternal intereft of mankind was 
.implicated, muft be a crime without a name, unlcfs a 
compound of impiety, perjuiry and cruelty can give it 
one. Herein they would have. . Ji>ome falfe witncfs for 
God, and deceived mankind in their moft important in- 
terefts, perfuading them to build their eternal hopes up- 
on one whom they knew to be a vile impoftor, who had 
jnftly fufiered for his own crimes. Their crime muft be 
tiionn«as in the firft inftance of deception ; but what muft 
it fwell to when all the innocent blood which has been 
iince fhed in the caufe of chriftianity i s taken into the ac- 
count ! But befides, it cannot be fuppofed that twelve or 
fourteen men can be found in all the earth who fliall 
unite in, and carry on, fo black a CQufedcracy againft all 
mankind through life, without detedlion. It is impof> 
. lible : yes, we will venture to fay, that, confidering the 
* weaknefs and the ficklenefs of human nature, and that 
t^ tfaoie ancient hiftorians were fomctimes fcparatcd from 
i^iCadi other at greatdiftanccs, under different temptations, 
md in very different circ urn dances, till death ; it is mo- 
pirvaDy impoftibk that fo many Ihould be fo pniicd, and fo 
^ confiftent 
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ih each other, in fo vile and^pBiu a fchcriiei 
ray the caufe, and difeoverihe deception; d^ 
riiicring thiit one had the perfidy jo betray hii 
! would, wc may be fure, have betrayed the 
, if there h.id been any. But, far from ihii, 
ia pofleiTed his heart, ytt it was nor hirdy 
find by his pcrfidioofnefs, but he repented, 
lis own hand, a faci ifie^ to the remorfe of hi* 
!ioe, and fo added the ceftimony of his own 
innocentry of his injured Mafler, whom be 
letrayed, to the integrity of his fellovr-dtJci- 
hc had defcrced, and to the truth rf dfll 
he had difgriMd, and went to his ownpiace. 
t will give weight to the arguments in faronr 
;rity, and that they have given us a trne and 
on of faits, we may add, they could be on- 




Ti with barbarians and genile nations, their bn>, ' 
. to pcTjruaJc Lbem to abandon the gods of dieir 
and to accept of, and confide in. an unkttcrva 
!io had died hj the haniJ of jul>ice, is hU owu 
nulefa^or and a (lave ; could they, npon the 
of rcaibn and common &xiit, expcS to ibcoeeJ . 
loui a vroilc, on the fufipofmon lliat ihey boiB 

for God ? We thint they could not ; for 
Toon clisnge her gods ? No. They cculd 
J eipefl nothing better than to be ireat- 
ilt and madnien. to be perfecuted by tlve rulcn, 
\y the populace as bijjphcmers of the gods, Te- 
the people, »nJ diiturbers of public peace aii<l) 
zml hooted out of every- corner of the earth lO 
:jr ought flee for tkeltcr, and that tlicy and UlCir 

Toon fink into perpetBAl oblivion. But iKit 
i« cafe, for it is uvid At th^t the dil'cipks of Jo 
ihi-crodict ^rhich nothtiigpbuc the tmtli and bn* 
of their doSrines could fupport. It is f tniih 
iBot be denied, that cbridi.inity did fu' ^ in » 
iikifu] and furpriling manner ; for ii:i! nly tbc 
'theNewTeftaroent, (vrlikhwe hitvc ;t(ive^ to 
■tic} but jorephus, Clemens, Rnmav;-^ ^njTr 
a,jlliUtt ManjT, Eufcbiu?, ;mci m-i-y otfej^, 
! UDfTicndl)r to chriftianiiy, ha'e tcliii>d,,4at 
the rapid progrefs of chriHianit j-, tliat ni>-ijj4^ 
mt believed the reppn of the g>>»*pel, ^nd HjkIg' 
: apalUes of JeftJa, cryi^ q§t> Men :inJ bnnh-. 
. QutU wc do lo be fiived ?/amI tboLinuiJ^i nuijt- 
«rc iiiiiiatcd into the chrlftian profdlionhy lt« 
ipcUia, and ad.led to the chriltitm churcll, ja. 
I and thut witJiin h^lf a century ihetK w«^ 
dnuvlwK pLmtcd, not only iit Jcniii^m, !m4 
lOf the Land oi' Judea, but at Rvittci CdniKl]| 
■Coloffc, TbeJTaliniica, Pliilippi, Laudl<.-0(^(n]lW« 

Thyatira, Phikadphia, Cicte, P^WlV^'^ 
N a GaliUa.^ 
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tpadocia, Ada, Btthy aia, and in raanj- oOter 
much that the Apoflle could fay, that he had ■ 
e gofpel with fuccds from Jcrufalem raunJ 

^ricum, in confequence of whiv-hthe gcniilEi 
11 into obedience to the gofpel,- both in word 
In the next age, Pliny faid, that h« found al- 
s heathen temples d^Terted : and TertuUiaa_ 
all tlie places for public religious alTemblid 
/ith devout chriftians, worlhiping God in the ■■ 
rift ; except the heathen temples, which wet« 
gleiSed ! and fo numerous were the chriAiaa' 
bat if they fhoiild withdraw, cities, province), ■ 
lola countries, would in a manner Jie dcpopn-. 
1 Juftin Hart>-T, in hlsdifpute widiTryphM. 
srved, that Chcve was no nation, Je\s-s, Greek* 
s, not cKccpting the clans of Wiindcring A- 
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lime iato tbie profeffion of theit faiths hj fach means ^ 
^aly they never could have convinced men of the truth « 
md impoitance of die chrifllan dodlrines. And> though- 
the lufts and corruptions of the human heart, the error s« 
md fuperftitions of mankind, were combined to efie(5t thd« 
overthrow of the chriftian religion — fhe wit and learning t 
of the age immediately employed to overbear and ridi^ 
cule it— -the princes and the rulers dxfiw the fword for its. 
dcfim£Uon» armed with terrors, and ,deatjir— yet we fee^. 
it has triumphed -» over all oppo(ition,.and, like -the (lone. 
(in Daniel'^ . "^on-). cut out of the mountain without 
hands, it hasbnokeo to. pieces or removed whatever floods 
it its way, till it is.become as a, great mountain itfelff/ 
agkd almoft filled the earths. 

It iff vain to objed, that chriflianity was only received i 
by, and ipread among, the lower clafs of mankind. If' ' 
dw apoftles had put the final ifTue of the caufe they 
njcrc pleading, upon the ftrength of laboured arguments,'. 
itfined re^onings,* or metaphyfical diftin<5tions, by which; 
Ac pqpnlace might have been entangled,' loft and de- 
ceived, there would have been feme caufe or room for" 
filch an objedion. But the truth is, tliey refted the wbplci 
caufe upon plain fadls, of which the common people were . 
» capable of judging,, as the learned and philofophic 
itafoner. But the objed^ion is not altogether f()unde'i< 
Bi truth*. Indeed there were not many wije men after the. 
fcfli, not many mighty y nor many nohky found on the lift" 
cf diofe who firft embraced the gofpel, or yielded to the 
fcree of evidence by which it was fupported. Yet therer 
iwu a goodly number who boldly came forward and 
bwe their united teftimony to the trutli and importance 
jrf the chriftian religion, who were of the firft clafs of 
•"'Hlians. There were feveral members of the Jewifh 
hedrim — ^Nicodemus, and Jofeph of Arimathea ; 
were feveral officers of the Roman army — Pontius 
^ tfa^ Rpman governor; Cornelius, the centyrion cf 
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md, and Lifiis, tribnnc and firft magifoat* 
ovcrnor j Sirgius Paulus, proconful of Pa- 
flits, the Areopagitc, prcfideni of the fupreme 
hens, a perfon of great dignity ; and there 
rablc domeflics of CirfaT's houfehold : we 

Julia!, captain of tlie guard«, who had the 
an] and the other prifoners from Caifarca to 
jnanf others, who were in the upper clafs of 
Stit, if there had been none of this grade who 
!;inniiig had embraced chriftianity, it would 
roved whjt our Saviour faid was an evidence 

of his milHon — Tlic poor have the gofpel 
to them, and bleffcd is he who fhall not be 

me r implying, that men of this claft were 
to receive tiie plain and fimplc truths of the 
the rich, the grcdt, and t)ie men of the world. 



» 
wonders and figns, which God did by him» as ys 

Tclves alfo know. And it is equally certain, that the 
yelifts and apoftles were commifTioned from hca- 
and were divinely infpired ; for they were able ta 

real and uncontrouled miracles, in attcflation of 
commiflion, and in confirni.itioa of tlie do«5lri;ics 
t they preached. And this niiiy bo proved from tho 
d htftory of the New Tcllamcnt. And, as we have 
id thofe writings to be ancient and audKntic, we 
I equal regard to them in pohit of evidence as to 
other ancient credible and wcll-fuj)ported hiftory, 
10 mpre. And tliefe ancient records fay, that when 
.ord Jefus chofe his twelve apoilles to be his confhmt 
dantSy and his future fpccial mciicngers, he in tlie 
ning of the third year of his public miniftry com- 
med them to preach the gofpcl, and endowed them 
)rk all kinds of miracles ; for it is faid that he called 
unto him, and gave them power againll all unclean 
i, and to heal all manner of ficknefs and all manner 
eafes among the people. And he faid unte them, 
e forth and preach the gofpel, faying. The kingdom 
i9,jpa is at hand. Heal the fick, cleanfe the lepers, 
>ut devils, and raife the dead. Freely have you rc- 
if freely give. The fame commiffion, accompanied 
fimilar powers, he gave to feventy others, a few 
bs after ; when it was remarked; that he fent them 
to preach the gofpcl by pairs — two and two ; and 
id unto them, Go your way ; behold I fend you 
as lambs among wolves ; and into whatfocver city 
sntcr, and they receive you, eat fuch things as are 
jfore you ; and heal the Tick who arc therein, and 
hy faying. The kingdom of God is come nigh unto 

Behold I give unto you power to tread upon fcr- 
and fcorpions, and over all the power of the cnc- 
and nothing by any means lliali hurt you. Tlicfe 
f-two pcrf(/ns, with the apolllc Fuul, who was after- 
wards 





irdi jorned, include the whole number cf . 
tbors under whofe pjtronage and direi 
■ftament was compiled. Now, 3< all tb 
flioned, endowed with the power of worl 
d feet forth to preach the gofpcl, fo thej 
il miracles in confirmation of the gofpi 
cached, though the particular miracl 
ought, on what nccafion, and the efFefl 
aiy recorded. If all which Jefus faid 
which was faid and done by thefe eight; 
:ffengcrs, had been written, the whole 
ifcely have contained the boolcs. But h 
ve an account of tlie fuccefs of their firil i 
! fevcntj' had made tlieir circuit they reti 
liter, and informed him tliat the very d^ 
I to them through his name : q. d.'fl 
ibltd not only to cure all manner of dlil 



s J nay, Luke aflcrts, that God wrought ipecial mi- 
I hj the hands of Paul, fo that from his body were 
;ht unto the fick, handkerchiefs and aprons, and 
ifeafes departed from them, and the evil fpirits went 
'f them, upon the difeafed or vexed perfons beine 
icd by thofc clothes which were brought from 
's body, or after being ufed or worn by him. And, 
ss thofe authentic records which ^rm that all the 
les, both the feventy and the twelve, were invefled 
this power, all the hillorians near that date, and who 
pte&rved any memoirs of the apoftles' writings, 
incs and lives, hare agreed that tliey all had power 
>rk nuracles, ^nd wherever they went, preaching 
;orpel» they a^ually did work real and wondrouf 
:lcs in confirpiations of the dodrines they preached, 
iat their miracles were of the fame kind with their 
in^^^eneJiceHtf extended to the diflrcfTcd, or wrSughc 
.miferable objefls. 

real, undoubted miracle of a benevolent kind, 
ight by a perfon of unblemlfhed character, in favour * 
idrines of the fame kind, fuch as the gofpel do<5lrines 
carry with theni an irrefiftible evideivc^je, and prove 
nd difpute that the perfon is divinely infpired who 
xfted with fuch powers, and is thereby eminently fit- 
;o difcharge tlie duties of his miffion. We grant, 
mded miracles, or the appearauy ^ real miracles, 
ight by perfons of bad or fufpicious^haraflcrs, and 
to be wrought to gain a favourite point of fmall or 
mal importance, not pf a general, benevolent nature, 
lot fufficient either to prove the perfon claiming fuch 
!r to be under a divine influence, or that the dodrinc 
slivers under the umbrage of fuch miraculous power 
rine infpiration. And how far wicked and dcfigning 

may be permitted, under the influence of an evU 
tt to impofe upoi\ the ignorant, by lying wonders or 
irenti J fuperoatural operations^ we do not kco.w ; or 
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r fir craft, or -rciiai U drne by legtriltm 
hiind, majr dricdvo unwary inM^ by t 
cA niii^clc, is »« Ila^d to fsy. Minwl 
found lo abound jp-eaily among the 
billi (S the chureli- of" Rom;, who havi 
ft or dwhuiicai influence /o far, that if it 
r jWmld liave dectived the very elea. 
lut tlie mirddss wrotigtit in fupport of 
ition nre <iitle of scnoth-r firt, ar.d iiipp 
crent evidence. 31ie charafler of ttc 
tire of the miracles, and tKe terufcacy ol 
iipport of which tJiej- have been TCroog 
avs taken into ihc account, in order to 
ght of evidence. Therefore onr Savioi 
n man who can 60 a iriraclein loy Tia 



art in- his nvjfe meiii and brought the magi ta 
that Moies's claim to divine infpiration was juft ^ 
en they faw the inconteftible miracles which he 
t before them fo far fuperior to what thej by die 
nagicy or fatamtic influence, could work, they 
}tu is thejinger of Qodm _ The fame argument dc- 
1 the diipute between the prophets of Baal and 
ihet Elijah, and produced a convidion in favour 
ipiration of Elijah, which the idolaters could not 
.d» In one word ; the fame argument determine 
infpiration of Paul, when certain Jews, exorciftsp 
abandoned chara^ers, attempted to ejeft a de- 
making a profane ufe of the name of Jefus, 
*aul preached, and thereby intended to difhonour 
red name by preffing it into the fenrice of conju- 
but tbey failed- in ti^g daring attempt, for th» 
L whom the evil ^ jpin^ras, 4capcd upon them« 
demon, fpeaking in die man,'nq^ Jefus I know, 
il I know, but who arc ye? and he overcame 
) that they hardly cfcaped, naked and wounded, 
IS of fcorn and derifion to all who beheld them, 
m the miracles wrought by Paul fo far exceeded 
etched attempts by the fons of Sceva, a general 
)n was .produced in favour of Paul and his in- 
:. The confequencc was, that thofe who ufed 
eked arts confeffed dieir evil deeds, and burnt the 
ith them ; and the word of the Lord, preached 
, prevailed over aU^the works of darkuefs. 

ler argument in ^veur of the infpiration of the 
if, that they were endowed with a rich variety 
lal gifts, which .wonderfully fitted and enabled 
deliver the whol^ counfd of God, and ^hich 
eni above the weaknefs of human nature, in the 
^ifcharge of the duties of their miiTion. And 
ritual gifts have been reckoned up, and ranged in 
per ordcTi by the apoftle Paul, in his firfl cpiitle 

. Q ^^ 
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;, U givca hj die S>iuit th: wori of wifJcai, 
ibe ik-oid ot' ^.iiuttUdgc, br tbe fame Spirii} 
faitb, i>y Uw i^uTvc i^iiu^ ■ Ui aiuitbcr p 

of tangus^i to ^'.itithcr il^ iatcri)rE^ 
J dut wonilcrful gif;, whkh fccim p 
)esi tlu (liTpnifiu^ tbt: oiiniculntu gHu 01 
I to othcTi bj' the li}:ing oo (.f iBdj h 
li we m^y no:, at ihU dillancr of tunr^ ( 
1 tlie natuie, die extent «ml ai'i;;fals 
curaordiu-irf gi&s, yet «r« caBaat)( 
cimil admiral)' ithpuA to fcrre ibe pv; 
^ttion, and became a. neh »tid ncceilgirf A ~ 
ooddTuUy qualified Uicm, at lafpinJ I 
agau wiih laccds the g'ifrcl of ilit S 
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.nd it -IS moft obvious, that die important and cflen* 
lodbines of natural religion are eftublifhed and con- 
ed by the gofpel revelation ; particularly, the be- 
and pcrfeftions of God— his univerfal providence* 
moral government — ^a ftate of future exidencCi and 
rcrardtj and puniflunents in an nivifible world : thefe 
iodbrines which are agreeable to the light of nature, 
which both reafon and confcience inculcate as im- 
ant and interefling, founded in nature, and rcfult 
I the eternal and immutable reafon of things* 
fc very doctrines are fet in a clearer light by the gof- 
being illullrated and eftablifhed by the New Tefta- 
t revelation ; which is at lead one^refumptive evi- 
;e of an internal nature, that it is from God, as the 
rary dodnnes would prove that it w.rs not from 
: for we cannot fappofe that God would infpire men 
iveal a {ydem of ^Hgion, the leading doctrines of 
■.h flioulJ deny his o#h^erfei5tions, and cohtradl^fl the 
of nature, and the reafon of man ; nor could we re- 
j fuch a revelation as frorn him, fo long as we rc- 
the natunil idea of his being and perfcftions, provi- 
:e and government, or have the ufe of our own rea- 
and confcience, by which we are enabled to judge of 
rines, and weigh the arguments by which they are to 
cfendcd. 

ifus Chrill declared that he -came into tlie world to 
r US the Father, and to reveal him, and to give «s 
t apprehenfions of him ; and he complained that tlie 
s did not know the Father nor him — had no juft and 
tical fcnfe of his being, prefence, purity, providence 
E^race ; tliat they were grofsly ignorant of himfelf, 
charadlcrs he was to fuftain, the nature of his king- 
ii and the gracious defigns of his miflion ; though to 
w God, and him whom he had fent, was etenval lire. 
I the apoide Paul, when he flood in the mi J ft of the 
t of the Areopiigitesy faid, Yg men of Athens, 1 per- 

celv^i 
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\ all thIagE yoc arc too fuperfticioiu : die GoJ 
ignoraatlj wrorfhip, bim declare 1 unto yoo. 
linJc we may vencurc to fay, that the dodriiMS 
■nts re»ealed in the New Teftamicnt, t^Wy 
aye agreeable to. and diredly taui to illnf^ 
ilh and enforce, the priociples and dodiiiKt 

internal cTidence of tfie infpiration of ihi 
ment ia, that ail the moft important dutw 
e to GoJ, our neighbour and oarielTCS, a« 
lainlr, incuieaiec! fcrioii3y, and urged wann- 

fpinl of love and condefcenfion, as every ean- 
rruft acknowledge. It feemed to be the firS 

the Supreme Revealer to clear the mord 
ic corrupt gloiTes which the doftdrs and piia- 



erits of his Soiu And thus he drew them to obedience 
ch the cords of love, and the bands of a msin. But, 
I {elfJove, pr^udiee and partiality ftould darken the 
ind, mifleady or make the path of duty, in fome inAan- 
B, intxicatley in relative and focial life, or where intereft, 
Ifkpprehendedy might bribe the judgment, he laid down 
at excelleiit role o£ equity and love, the propriety and 
roe of which every candid and honeftmind muft feel-— 
I yoB would that others fhould do to you» do you even 

to them ; for this is the law and the prophets. A 
nre confummate rule of genuine morality there cannot 
, or more ufeful in civil, focial and commercial life, 
is apoiUes preached the fame dodhines, inculcated 
t fsune rules, and urged the fame things, and from fimi- 
• motives ; for their doArines were all according to 
dlinefs. They conilantly maintained that love was 
: fulfilling of the lay, and that the mof): fubliroe adls 

religion externally w^re mere emptinefs and found, 
d in the fight of God of little wordf, when they did not 
[ginate in love, and operate according to its dictates. 
ley particularly inculcated relative duties, regulating 
e conduct of parents towards their children, and of 
ildren towards their parent* — of m afters towards tlieir 
nrantSf and of fervants towards their mafters — of ma- 
(bates towards their fubjeiSbs, and mbjedls towards 
eir rulers ; joining with thofe moral precepts and rules 
^focial life an amiable and xbiight afTemblage of chrif- 
ui virtues — ^faith, patience, reQgnation, mecknefs, hu- 
iility, forbearance and forgivenefs, againft which there 
no law, nor can there be any obje«5tion. Nor is the 
D^l revelation lefs careful to enforce the duties wc owe 
tonrfelves; fobriety, temperance and lelf- denial. Though 
le gofpel fcvclation does not flatter our unruly paflions, 
Br indulge our inordinate ap[etites. rr caiiial fenmality, 
It lays a reftniint upon JiAorderly paflions, and puts tlie 
of government iiiio the h^nds of rcaTon and faith, 

O 2 yet 
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iulgei cs witH all the cnjoftnents of tbcifisi 
1 lie within the facrcd bonnds of reaTon wtc 
t indulges us with all which is confiflcDt wid 
ov« to God, uid a fmcere fulwniffion to his Son i 
ire that a wile and good man can defire. And, 
lay be kept within iho!"!; facred bounds of lem- 
nd fobriety, the gofpel revelation unveils to us 
i of the heavenly world, and brings thofe bright- 
, full to view, that we may not be captivated 
fafcinaiing objefls of fenfc ; and under tiide 
1 animating views it bids us to fet our afiedioas 
above, not oa things of the eanht which ut 
the things which ^.tefeen are teifipond, but the 
lich are unfcen are eternal. Nay, the wlolt 
if the New Teilamuot uniformly tcacb all men 
ire, that, denying ungodlinefs and worldly lulls, 



rnal ordinances : it never was defi^^ed to enrich or 
aiuiize its author or its profeflbrs, or to make a 
did 'worldlj appearance ; as its 'Ordinances are few, 
. axtd fimple, calculated chiefly^ fpiritual ufe^ to 
ovc in the fpiritual and divine life. ''' 

lother internal evidence of the inipiratibn of the 
Teftament Is, that it conuins do^rines, precepts 
promifes peculiarly adapted to the prefent fallen 
of human nature* The New Teftament alone rc- 
great and glorious truths which lay hid from ages 
but are made manifeft by the gojipel, and with the 
ie^ge of which man's final ialvation ftand$ conne<5led^ 
igll, fome of them are not yet wholly divefted of all 
sry, y^ ib much light is thrown upon all of them as Ts 
iait to fbund our faith, and to regulate our condudl :: 
\r inftance, the doftrine of the Trinity ; that there 
hree' who bear record In heaven ; the Father, the 
and the Holy Ohoft ; and that thefe three are ono 
vided Eflence, or United Deity — ^the union of tKc 
m and divine natures in the one itacamate Redeexher-i- 
nlighteningy the quickening, the fan^fying and the 
brting influences of the BlejTed Spirit — the reconcil- 
if mercy and j[uflice in the recovery of fallen man \ 
God can be juft, and yet juftify the finner whol>e^ 
di in Jefufl^-the immortality of grace, as an incor- 
tble iced— the refurredtion of the body, smd future 
rdt and punifhments. - Befides thefe, there is a rich 
:ty of truths which refult from them, which relate to 
t.Chrift in his mediatorial charader, and the peculiar 
:sr which the Holy Spirit fudains, in beginning, car- 
l on and perfe^ing a work' of grace in the human 
it in iUominating, dijredling and fupporttng the faint 
Bgk this yoIq of tears to glory ;. truths fublimc in 
iftlveSf and which ftrike the mind in a very power- 
Baaner, and call forth both the natural and gracious 
r^ples of grautudc^ tb« noUcft fourccs of genuino^ 



the loftinefii of man it brought low, tati the hsmghtinefs 

cf man is humbled, and the Lord alone is exalted, in the 

iidyation of finful men* Therefore it is a mediatorial 

plan» exz€tlj fuited to our fallen ftate ; no cunninglj 

devifed fable, but a wonderful fcheme of wifdom and 

gracct laid by the Father of men and angels,^ who per- 

feSdy knows our frame, and what our wants are, and 

Ae ways and means hy which we, fallen into fm and 

darknefsy may be enlightened, reclaimed, and reftored to 

I ftate of parity and happinefs, and whereby his own ho- 

Bour might be fecured and advanced. 

We titight now clofe the argument, but thefe arc a few 
toimal evidences of the truth, importance atld divine an- 
dientfeiCy'of the New Teftament infpiration, which oflFer 
tittillfelyes ta our corifideration, and which have not yet 
bedb fully inveftigated, which may throw fome further 
fi^t on the fubje^, or add weight to what has been al« 
ttady o£Eered, and therefore in the clofe cannot well be 
omitted : as, for inftance, the perfons who firfl preached 
ud publifhed the gofpel revelation fuftained fuch cha- 
vaAers, and were in fuch circum(lances» as we had juft 
Xttfim to exped that perfons charged with a revelation 
ftam heaven would be ; viz. perfons of eminent piety, 
waA in low worldly circumftances* We can hardly fup- 
fofe that God would favour and honour a vicious man 
Hftk any very extraordinary dxfcoveries of his will, or 
Slake him the main inflrument of publifhing a revelation 
1p odMrf» the evident defign of which was, to make men 
•'irifc, virtuous and happy. That God would not employ 
of vicious charaders, deftitute of piety and good- 
in fi> benevolent and pious a de/ign as the revelation 
;.a holy religion, is a truth which mankind are agreed 
, The pharifecs fpoke the fenfe of mankind, when they 
1 to the man who had been bom blind, and was mira- 
ooffly reftored to his fight. Give God the praife ; as 
the man who pretends to have wrought the miracle. 




f 
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1 finner, and is not of God, for he kee 

lb;ith. The conclufton is juil, if he ivas a 

■It not the Tabbath ; but the hypotlicfis vn 

a finner, and he tept the fHbbath, an 

5 of charity and devotion, which plainly 

underdood its original inftitution — diat 

made for man, nnd not man for the fab 

rv'angelifts and apoftles, the firft pirimulj 

■pel, were emincrit for their piety and hen 

r enemies thcmfelvea were obll^d to ■ 

lugh they were narrowly watched, fh-ifll; 

rely threatened, unjiiftly !mprilbned, and 

lied, yet no impiety oi- immorality was cVei 

I them: the worft crime that was fwrly p 

, that ihi^y publicly preached tlie g 

; hlelTed GoJ freely ; and Pihiie, 




JcAis Chrifl had appeared, as the Jews expelled 
icir Mefllali wo^ld» in the charadler of a temporal 
> .and had amied hinifelf with the civil fword. and 
: in making profelytes to his religion^ as .MahomeC 
ne ; or if he and they had made ufe of their mirji- 

powcr eitlier to enrich or aggrandize themfelve^, 
rriAtify a fenfual appetite, or to punifh thofe whp 

not receive their perfons or their doiSlrines, chrif^ 
• would have loft much of its glory and external 
,cc, and have funk to allcvel with otlier impoftures. 

it pleafed God to reveij^the words of eternal life 
erilhing world, he faw fit to commit the rich trea- 
\ earthen veflcls, that the excellency of the power 

appear to be of God. 

jther external evidence of the truth and authenticity 
chriftinn religion is, the furprifing manner in which 
been propagated .in the world. If we (hoiild take 
exifting circumftances which attended the fii-ft pro- 
Ltion of the gofpel, we muft acknowledge that it is 
irful and furprifing that truth itfelf fio.ul.dnieet with 
:cefs which the gofpel Jias donc,,.with all thofe dif- 
tages which the firft promulgation of the gofpel 
'ed un4er. The firft preacher*? of the gofpel had to 
id with the power ajxd poJfty, the fuperftition 
Igotry, of the world: but they triumphed over all 
tion, and the. gofpel. in tlicir hands made fuch a ra- 
ycad, as plainly demonftrated a very extraordinary 
qf tion of Providence in its favour ; fo that, in die 
age of the prophet, not only one of a family, and 
fa city, were taken and brought to Zion — incorpora- 
te the chriftian church — ^but, fo did the Lord haften 
ds time, that a little one became a thoufand, and a 
one became a ftrong nation. And, as the apoftles 
remarkably fucccfsftil thcmfelves, fo the divi:ic feed 
they fowed fprungup in the next age, and bore a 
tmpte harvpft \ infemucfa that ooe of their hiftori- 

ans 






incd, that the heathen temples, which ufcd ta 
! witJi ik'Vimt v-orlliippers, were now nearly de- 
1, ■ it the chriltians Ihould withdraw themfelves, 
; and provinces would be almoft depopulated. 
■c account for this, but by acknowledging that 
" the Lord was with the firft preachers .ot'dit 

that thertfore fuch multitudes believed, and 
' the Lord from their vain idols, to ferve tlic 
the Hue God. Such a fmall fountain could 
read itfelt" into fuch a mighty river, which, 
dun, overflowed all its bants, anti coyered a 
■•fthcf^ice of the earth, if it^d not iffued from 
■y of God, and been direiScd hy his almighty 
d this new fyftcnj of religion foothed men's 
jihencd their prejudices, promoted their fecu- 
;, and cherilhed 0ieir pride and ambition, we 

accountcd^for its rapid fpread, as ;ve have for 



to paTs exsUUf as he had foretold, and at the tfmc 
vhen he had predided» with all the attendant citcum« 
ftaaeee, ai related hy Jdephni, and others no ways friend« 
10 .cfariftiaxuty. He aUb foretold his own deauth, what 
kind of death he fhoald die, the time he (hould conttnuo 
in a ftate •f death, the time when he (hould rife from the 
4$mdf where he would firft appear to his difciples, meet 
with them, and blefs them, and difpenfe to them the ex» 
traordinary gifts of the-Holy Ghoft, and that after for- 
ay days he .would afcend to his Father and their Father^ 
to hit God and their God : all which took place jtxajGdy 
aecdrding to the ptaiidign, and, being public adU, or 
things which were not done in a comer, a cloud of wic« 
«iieires.have teftified the reality of the fads ; and fcarcely 
was there any«one who was fo great a ftranger in Jem* 
falcm, as not to -know thofe things. 

In one word ; the prefcsit date of the Jews is a coru 
tinned accomplifhment of the prophecies of Chrift con- 
cerning them : and it is not much ihort of a con- 
tinued miracle, that, notwithftanding the deilrudion thef 
' net with from the Romans when their city and. temple 
"•^vere taken and burnt, aiid their difporfion afterwards 
among all nations, ^perfecuted by feme, defpifed by all» 
. ittted and ill-treated by many, yet that they remain a very 
•Jmmerous people, tenacious of their religion, though 
.Aeir anceftors were prone to idolatry ; and therefore 
Ml remsin the depo&tories of their own ancient records^ 
ODirili^h depends fo mwlh of the eyidence of chriftianity, 
.Md their remaining a diftin^ people, though difpcrfed 
ig all nations, without being connected with any, 
ires room for the accomplifhineut of thofe other pro* 
lemsoftheNew Teftamcnt which relate to tlieir fa- 
^;(eftoration, when the 'fuln^ fs of tlic gentiles fhall be 
beted in, when all Ifrael fhall be favcd. 
Hios^we have -taken a view of the principal arguments 
ie uft of in .iiipport of the trmh and importimce of 

P cbriilianity i 





fiianilf J and xhey airoiint to AIs— That 
1 dieoty 4 -probatlc thiKg, and thenlbc 
, confidcriag the beaerolcnl nature of G 
nftite pfmjnkinJ, we had rcafca to ,« 
I to hope, that a revelation from hesive 
ic of the will of God to nian, which vro 
t to found Lis faith, and diredhiscondisc 
tfee way to life eternal ; and we declars 
wchave fuch a revclauon in the New 
v.-e may -veccive ic as a faithful fayiag, 
ill acceptation. Let us CDidially tccciv< 
oaform to it, and>uild our Fiittue hopes i 
■X rock of our falv^pn. S«me may boa 
)a of nature, and deipifc a rcrealcd rdi 
ity ; but they are much miftaken. Adam 
leeded a revelation to fcim a fyftetn ofjrel 
1 fallen into a ilatc of mora! depravity, fi 



edgmeiit of the truth, that they may recovet 
slves out of thb fnare of the devil, who are now lei 
; by him at his pleafure. And» while we pity ma^ 
uis and heathens, we hate much more reafon to 
e the cafe of thdfe who live in Emanuel's-land, the 
of vifion, but by-their careleflhefs, obilinacy and 
ity turn it into the valley of the fliadow of death* 
more melancholy refledion than tliis is, that a nation 
lad boafted that they were the bulwark of the 
:c church of Clurift^ fhould become the avowed 
:s to the throne of Jefas, and zealoufly employ 
meafure in their power to exterminate his holy 
n from the earth. They have publicly denied the 
rho made them, and Jefus who has redeemed them,' 
aced on the throne of God and the Redeemer fic- 
deities, under the names of rciifon, nature, philofo- 
^berty, equality, and dtfmterefted moral virtue. 
they adore, and pull down the altars of papacy 
ey may cflablifk a fyftem of philofophical idolatry 
dangorous ground 'of impiety and atheifhx. Will. 
od be avenged on fuch a nation as this ? and what 
ej do in the day thereof i 

infer the reafonablenefi and propriety of impardaHy 
ling into the evidence of the chriftian religion. It 
ity wt owe to God, to the caufe and intereft of 
Sirift, and to the peace and comfort of our own 
The marks of truth and divinity are fo obvious, 
they are attended to with candour and impartialityt 
edbaded that they will ftrike the eye which is iin- 
fercib% as to carry convidion home to the heart, 
mmgh the concurring influences of the Spirit of 
make them, not almoft, but altogether, chriftians. 

ae, the chriftian revelation is, in its own nature, 
il ; and, if we receive Jefus Chrift as the founder 
holy religion, fo we muft \valk in him : for the 

grace 



« 




l>ifcotttfe VI. 



Tbe Chriftian Church. 



'e that hath an tar, lit blm bear wiat the S^ritjifitb tottt the 
ehurcbes.. 

rXT-E often read-in the Scriptures of a Chuvch — the 
VV church of Goji — the church of Chrift — of a 
liurch at Corinth, at Ephefus, Galatia, Rome, and eren 
1 Ctefar's houfe ; and in the Revelations of St. John we 
ad of leven churches in Afia. In our tcit we arecom- 
landid by the great Head of the church to hear and 
bferre -what the Spirit faith unto thc-churches. That 
e may do this it h neceflary to know whom weftre to 
iderfland by the Spirit, and what by the churches. 3j 
e Spirit, we are undoubtedly to undeyAand, the Holy 
>irit of God — the third perfoo in the facred Trinity— 
e Spirit of iufpiration, by whofe tnfiuences, and under 
We direftion, the vifion opened upon St. John in his 
Jufliment : therefore it is faid, that he was in the. Spirit 
I the Lord's day when he received theie orders to at- 
ad to what the Spirit had to fay unto the churches. 
nd by the church or churches, in tlic vTitings of the 
BW. Tcftament, we are generally to underltand, the 
Ififtiao church) which is a feled number of chriflians, 
vS^ together to profefs their f;UtIi in C^tiili and to 
P 2 wftrihip 



. Tax CBfutTiAn Cbdxcb, 

lining and true God through him. TReffi 
generally idolaters, carried away unto dumb 
'hen they received the gofpel which was fent 
I they renounced idolatry, and agreed to wor- 
obierve the inftitutions of chriltianity — bap- 
Lord's fuppe;r — as prefcribed in the gofpeL 
called a church, felefted from the reft of the 
1 the elTential doArines of the gofpel, and. 
in all th-e (latutes and ordinances of tie 
IChrift blamdefs : they arc faid to be fanflified" 
inTecrated to him, and, uniting with him by 
infidered as members of him, and called to be 
hough we may not conclude from thence 
all certainly gracious perfons, they were 
it was their profeffion andpBblie charac- 
ll thofe who agreed in the eflentigl dodrines 



Tbm CMRtsruif Cautcs* i^j 

Jefiiff their Lord and ours. The chriflian Indians on 
this cont&ent were called, by the heathen tribes, the 
praying Indians : to theprinaitive chriftians were defcrib- 
edy by their heathen neighbours, as praying to God 
tbrough Chrift, and as keeping a faft toChrift, and as he^ 
iHg united One to another in love. 

"Wc Aall, in: further purfuing the fufeje^, (Bew fome- 
tlu^g more o£tfae nature of a |Hrimitiye chriftian church — 
the end of its incorporation— the neceflkry qualifications 
of its members — and then inquire what the. Spirit faith 
to the churches. 

L The primitr^e chriflian. church has al^prays been 
fiftingnilbed as confifting of vifible and invifible mem- 
bers ; and: perhaps this is the only diflindiion that is ne- 
ceflary to be made ; and Jefus Chrift is the head of both* 
The whole Jewifh nation were of the vifible church; 
for it appears that they were called out of the world of 
idolaters ; and God entered into covenant with them and 
thdr cbQdreni undtr the vifible and external rite of cir- 
emndfitm { and diey publicly profcfTed themfelves the 
people of God : and their receiving the feal of that cove* 
nant made them the vifible church of God. When t)r»t 
people had corrupted the dodrines of their religion which . 
ftey received of God, through the miniftration of angels 
sod of Mofes, and had become very laz and irregular in 
Adx pradiccy teaching for do6b:ines the traditions of men^ 
God ient his Son to corredt their errors, to reform their ^ 
praAieCy and to refcue his church from that ruin to which 
^kt^. were faft tending ; and, by the adminiflrations of 
%U 8on» and the miniflrations of his Spirit, he eftablifhcd . 

Vpon a broader and more fure bafis for the future. 

hb' church, which before flood upon the prophets, 

■M'Mfted upon the apoflles, Jefus Chrjfl himielf be- 
ibi chief comer-flone; and was therefore called: 
JBtafc • -B^rca it was limited to one nation $ now Je- 





Ttfi Caiititi.it-- Csvten. 

ireact! his difciples to afl upon a larger (cAe 

iting the doflrines of the church, and rega- 
■aflice : he told them that they Jhould no Im- 
Sued to the loft flieep of the houfe of Ifruet; 
re extended their commillion to all the world, 
) ye forth into all ihe world, and preach 
to ever>- creature, teaching all nations, bap- 
1 in the name of t!ie Father, Son, and fiolr 
1 bid them do -whatfoever I have commanded' 
0, r am with you always, unto the end of the 
thai frem tfiis lime the vifiWc church became' 
rhe churdi being ipread through wide-ei- 
ons, ajtiong fgreign and diftant nations, it foon 
poffible for thofe who received the doArines 
ned to the maiims of chrillianity to aiTemble. 
; ; they therefore formed particular aflemblies 



Aith iii» find obedifnce tOy Ghriily their refolution to 
walk worthy of him, and tKeir mutual engagements to 
watch over one another in love, provoking one another 
to love and good* works. This leads us to Ihew— 

!!• The end and defign of their incorporation : and 
this is in geneml for thc^r better edification ^ that all 
the members of the chriftian viiible church may enjoy 
thofe means which are beft adapted to their growth in 
grace : for Chrill's kingdom is not of this world, local 
and political, but moral and fpiritual ; feated in the hearts 
of his iubjeds ; and' it is by the ufe of means, and the 
niniftrations of the Spirit, that they are here to be train* 
ed op into a meetnefs for the kingdom of glory. Know- 
Iedge» holinefs and love are three main qualifications for 
that kingdom : for without knowledge the heart cannot 
be good ; without holinefs no man (hall fee the Lord ; 
and without love there can be no enjoyment. And, as 
CBriift Jefus gave himfelf for his church, that he might 
redeem her from all iniquity, and fandlify her wholly, and 
prefent her to his Father a glorious church, without fpot 
or bicmifli, he obtained the promife of the Father of the 
^tfl and graces of the Holy Spirit, and fent them down 
iipon his chnrch. Thefe were both internal and external ; 
and among the external were apoflles, evangelifts, pallors 
and t«ichers, for this profefTed purpofe — that the body of 
Chrifly the church, might be edified in love, till all her 
members come, in the unity of faith, and of the know* 
ledge of the Son of God, unto the mcafure of the flature 
of the fulness of Chrill ; and, fpeaking the truth in love, 
may grow up into him in all things, who is the head, 
even Chrifl, from whom the whole body, fitly joined toge- 
ther, receiveth an increafe, edifying itfelf in love. 

Thus the church was enriched with the afcenfion c;ifts 
of her exalted Head ; fele<Eled from the heathen and un- 
^godly worlds chofen ia Chriil« incorporated into one 

vifible 





7ur. CatJiTuv Chl-kch. 

r, Lut cliey might be holy and Tvitliout blame 
in love j and, for their better- edification, and 
venicncc, are incorporated iTHC-dilli-.iit niftm- 
■ one general bond of union i that Chrift niaf 
leir hearts hy faith, and, biing rooted and 
1 love, they may he able to comprehend, with 
rm the wliole body of the invifible church, 
length and breadth, the height and depth, of 
'Chrift, whluh palfetli knowledge; that each- 
jy be filled with :ill the fulnefs of God. 
irc in the ne>:rphice to flitw-what arethenecej 
cations of church members : and this inquiry 
it two y.isHicns, which ought to be anfweredp 

* 
may or ought » church to require of a o* ■ 
offers himfeif for admillton into it ? 



II cnuxch- muft rightly underhand the plain -aivd 
I do^rines of^ chrif^ianityy and .be fo fully convin- 
the true charader of die Lord Jefus Chrifl, and 
th axid importance of his religion, as to em- 
; as th.eirs> and make it the rule of t;heir condud, 
f«und«^tion of their future h^pe^s. Thefe were 
blicly to profefs their fakh in Chrifly and their 
cc to. him : and, .upon tliis. profcffion, they were 
dinto the chriftian church, and to all its ordj* 
and privileges, ^s mchibers in full communioiu 
mJio ijvi'ere received into the churcli qn the day of 
ft received the word preached by the apoftl.es 
. e..they received the dotflrincs wjiich they h^d 
tliem not only as truths, but as truths of perfonal 
mal concern to them; and therefore believed; 
iblicly , profefllng their faith in Chrift, and the 
s of his gofpel, were admitted into the church, to 
ibcr of three thoufand'in one .day. . So alfo the 
was firft taught by Philip to underftand what he 
d out of the prophecy of Ifaiah concerning' Chrift^ 
truth of the gofpel : then he profeffed his faith in 
lad was baptized, and added to the vifible church» 
not yet admitted to any particular incorporate 
And Lydia iirft attended to the things fpoken by 
id her Iicart was opened, fo that ftic cordially re- 
}ie ohr^ftian dodtrines, profeffed her faith in t}iem» 
5 .admitted into the church, and baptized at Ma- 
, The j>eople of Samaria were convinced of, and 
I, the truth of the gofpel dpdlrines preached unto 
>y Philip, and were received by him into the 
and admitted to fpecial ordinances, — ^TJierefore 
dent that every chriftian church may and ought 
re^ of every one who o6Fers himfelf as a candidate 
Jf&on, a knowledge of the plain and eflential doc- 
\ the gofpel, and a credible profeflion of liis faith 
If aad obedience to him> with a life which correT- 

-po^ds 





Is with Tuch a piofefllon : and every o 
compclent knowledge, and fromarationa 
can make this profeflion, and who leads 
r life, has undoubtedly a righi toall theh 
leges of a chriftian ehurch j and no chu 
landingly and fcripiarallj- refufe fueh a cs 
on ; for this is the bed evidence we carf 
5 poflcfled ef the neceiTary qualifications 
ibcr of a vifiblc church, and this is all thai 
ired of eandlJates for admiflion, and xi 
fi to form a judgment of charity groundt 
and re^fon, 

ot, after all. there will be fouud unrauji 
re will I)c bad and good men, finccre b( 
iiifed hypocrites, found in the vifible eh 
•a prefent iijipcrfiifl md militant Hate : f 



The GttRisrtAit Chuslcs, i6^ 

^ftmd knowledge of the ^ofpel plan of falvation, hj 
grace through faith, as to be fully convinced of the 
trudi ftnd importance of it ; and, in confequence of this 
fall conviaion» really beliere that Jcfus Chrift is the Sa- 
"wour ^R'hOm Sod hars provided, with whom, therefore, 
he cart otift his falvation, in the way of faith and holy 
oi>edience j - refolving at the fame time confcientioufly 
to do the will of God, as it fliall be made known to liim. 
Such ^ perfon finds enough in himfelf to fatisfy him that 
k is his immediate duty to offer himfelf as a cadidate for 
adiniffion into the church, and cannot excufe a delay of 
It on any principles of fair reafon, or divine revelation. 

Many fober, thinking porfons, who have this know,- 

ledgCy this faidi, thefc fmcere defires, and confcicntioujt 

purpoies, may find fo many corruptions in their hearts, 

lb many deviations from duty, and that they fall fo far 

fliort of what they ftould be, and really wiiji to be, that 

they dare |iot:OjGfer tbcmfclves. But, if we were to ncg- 

,lcd our duty till our corruptions were wholly fubdued, 

till all our fears were diflipated, and all our wcaknelfes 

lemovcd, and till our faith and hope had ripened into 

^ full affiirance, one great end of the chriftian inftitutions 

f would be fupercedcd. But this is not to be erpe<aed till 

diat which is perfeA is come, and we fhati join the gene- 

; ral aflembly, and the church of the Firft-bom in her tri- 

" ^ mnphant ftatc. No, my friends, tliough you may find 

1^ fOany corruptions flill remaining in your hearts, and ma- 

f-^ ny involuntary irregularities in your lives, which you 

jj^. .daily lament, you may ftill pofTcfs every neceflary qualifi- 

t cation of a worthy communicant required by our Saviour 

l^cr his apoftles. And that very humble fcnfe of your 

iwn finfulnefs, weaknefs and imperfcdlion, is one of the 

"eft evidences you can have that you are well qualified 

''aAsc^holy communion at chriftian. ordinances. That* 

lead of keeping you back from your duty, (hould arii- 

!le aiid enf^ourage you to do it without delay : for ccr- 

■ ' Q^ taiiJ;^ 




TM CkiHtrtdii Csvitii.- tfV 

rib- Uii fiflcirc pmfeffioa'df their faith lii Chrift, 
ind'Arir obedwiiee toh'im — s pi-ofe(Eo9 vhkb is iiOl 
ihtKlf the i^AiIcbf rtafoning upon obvious prificiplcSr 
but X tiAcere profeflimi of thrir faithin ChriA, and in the 
ECTcaleil trufbi flf the ^ofpel, fb deeply imprcjTeil on the 
tttarti hj ^btk rege n ei '^Oi ig Spirit et God, that it beconies 
the pTtncIpk! of Iftre and obedience — a faith which uoitn 
the belii^rer to ChHft, and conforms him to his amiable- 
dsifnpte. Thit l^funher evidenced from fhat John n- 
Utos ;. When Jefos iaw many, «ho had followed him for 
awfatTt, bDf WaHtu^ this principle of lovi and obedi- 
liaix foribok him and Walikcd no acn with hiiti i njpoa' 
iQi aiefeaion, he aiked the tWetre, Will ye alfo go a'way I 
Pe^r^ csh^re* aiifvrered for himfclf and his fellow di£- 
«]^^ To y>()BH Lord, fliall we go i Thou hall the 
■vota aeaxtaX life )r and we. believe, and are fare, that 
lll^f ifi>^ t&Xlbift, the Son of the LivInjgGod.- 

. .Tiii»i««AU-tlM ^iMiftith unto the churcheV about ad- 
JBfcAu.nuBilMniAto their incorporate bindy ; vU. that 
Akj fliall '-b* TCCfived^ upon rtiis fbundation | upon tlus 
|Ri{ijp5oci( bimeftly ai}d underAandin^j made, and fap- 
.^ItneA-^ k temper and life iriiicb' oortefpoAd with th* 
4a^d.- And agreeably to this we find that the apoAI^ 
■9>|cr endtiAed tttwards thsfc who were candidates ba 
adtdSonf-or to be incorporated into a chri^ian churcl^ 
^'ftiil 'from the Jewifh or gentile nations. 'When 
^Sff^Ketc to the church at Cbnnth, he reminded them 
■l^^flMduion-they were built upon, and faidi Other 
IbwultdoD can no man lay than that iriiich is laid. I 
f flinfed yon, A]pollo5 has watered you, but God 

IjjtriiQDt and credible proftOion, UDderftandingily 
,anfpda4 with evidenoe of their fincerity, was all' 
jl^e^wfttes Kquircd of thofewho were iilcorpora- 
i|i^^f Tfrliftian dwrch muter their fldninifinttioni - 



tjt 7bh Ce fit tun Cvi-acr- 

or of individuals whm gnJJcd to any p vii«uhr ehnr^ 
1'iui wAi their coallADt inAiki^lir'O, liiEe^oo suv:l/e<iuia 
(Rent 1 Iklievc on the Lord jvlui UiriUtAad be bitpiizti 
that )'oi)r fins muy b« t^«Ui:4 out; s Rfpent ami belisi 
the gcCpeUikiO.jW maf bcTuvcd ; Iftltott bulkrcH will 
«U tliy l)eai[, tliou mayeft be luptiied, or admi^icJ in a] 
duitliun ordiaance*, or the iV«c eiijo; :- -r-; - l" r'--'-.ii 
iftmlcget. Thb was aU wliidt ili^ u; 
-the Uiouihnds wha were ccMUiirteti ;- < 

ilf Befci'* jwcachiagoa ilif J.ty ■■! ; .1; 

.jMBSiOft 'li^t day ail ^mir'. ..;lI^Mq| 

llflW'Va'»'»'''^''l'l'?**'''"lS "i L'r,.iJ, ,-iud ;ii I'rjjcr. Tffi 
fcrittus amlcrcdililQ preieflion was all which wai tujur^ 
of the euuucli by Philip, and this wjs' Jl wliich wn «■ 
qv.ired rf the j:iilur, Lydia, and Others, hy the aptJUffc 
On ;his liberal bails the apoffLs Wrre careful to niaiataia 
'chrilHan (^oWniniSh'iiiid feHmvffiip, not' ^faffering ihe 
•puHiffiHos of ctremdny to divide them, to imorupt Anr 
"dnmeflic peace, or chriftiaii fellowfliip s thcreforriaid t!ifc 
apoftli Patil, when writing to the Corinthian cburdi, 
Let ivtry one v-lio' is eniled of tlie- Lord fo vilk, for 6 
orAtim I -In all the chufL-hcs r for ctrtiftmciliffii aad**- 
circumcifion ava-leih noCitnj^, but Vcqiingr die cMnfflant 
mcnts of God. — ^This leadi us to inqtnre liulbeT-^ 

What faith tlic Spirit to the churches wifkrelpUl W. 
thsir general condufl and trc^umeqt of one aa^p,i^ 
ihelr ineorporaW ilatc ! 

Wu Ihall find that it is the rolee of tlie Sfiiflltti^J 
churches, that they walk in lovi and charity (W^)^ "' 
another. The Spirit faith, by the apollle Ptrte 
churches in general, that thtry fljall love < 
brethren, tliat they fliall be pitiful ind c 
by the fame Spirit, when clofing his cpiftleif 
£aa cburcl^ broadws oat this bcoev^^tf k 




7^ CixtinM- Ara<^: if^ 

betothebrcthrctii iriJlbye' witli fiidi froiii'Goti 
xtberl . Grtce- be urith al! tlioii who IfJvc om- LonJ 

tSltift in finceritj. Td tKe cRiirch at Rome tie 
Lte Idre be withorit diflithulation r be kindly aSec^ 
t ote wwitrds airadirri wirii brotherly Iotc; Wboil . 
^to tfre Fhyi^atic^urcli, beconjumtheni by the 
,■ that if there was any confolatioTi in Chrift, if any" 
ftt in lo»^,if any feUowfliip of the Spirit, if any^ 
■ of mercies, fulfil ye my joy y that ye be Itke-raind- - 
ving the fame lore, being- of one accord, of one 
To another church, by the &|tre Spirit, be ob- 
^tlikt he need not write to them concerning brother- 
d, for dley themlelves were tanght of God to Isre 
nothVr. . And the epilUe to the Hebrews clolet with 
bund advice, Let brotherly love condnne^ 

cceably with, this, the Spirit iaith to tfae churches^, 
bfey ffaall watch orer one aootbcr in love ; that they 
upon tbia liberal fpirit, and liniatain a holy difc^ 
in each particular church { that, from the lame 
pfe^they warn and admonifh every member of jhcir 
ittnity vfao is nnnily, or who ^valks not according 
! ffriniiTis and rules of the gofpcl : Now b-c exhort 
brethren (laid the Spirit to the church at Theflalo- 
;thkt you warn them who are. unruly, that you 
irt die fceble-nunded, ihpport the weak, be patient 
i^alL 

ia the Spirit, by the united voice of all the apoftles, 
! mofl Iblemn manner, commanded them of the fame' 
i^in tliie nsune'of the Lord Jefiu, to withdraw com'* 
OK fro* ihtm whei walked diforderly, and would 
fl reclaimed i. and oiit Saviour, who received un- 
infilc' gift* of the 'Holy Spirit, having ellablifhed his 
!k'm' thc'worl^, gave her a moA excettcnt and ei- 
t'lvTe for tKe direflion of hw dlTciplJne among 
iht nicihbers ; which role wc' have' in tlie 1 8th of 
(^2 MatUwT* 




Ig, then the church muft vitv the offender u guilty, 
tnd ma& irithdraw coniinanton from liim. Upon a full 
conviAion of the crime, and the guilty perlbn remaining 
incomgible, then folemn and public admonition is to be 
■dsiiniJlsnd by the paflor or elder in the name of the 
flitch 1 and after waiting a reitfonable timi:^ and no 
fignavfnpoDUUice appearing, then tlie guilty perfon It to 
be nejcAcd, and treated no longer as h member ofth& 
church) but ac an heathen man and a publican. 

But vhere the offence is fo private m to admit of no 
proof br vitnefles, the firll flep only is to be tnlen ; aud 
iTthe^oSender cannot be rcclaiincdj by a private friendly 
mnbnlhance and admonition, the cafe is to be referred' 
to the Omnifcient God, die Judge of all, to the cool rc< 
leAioni. of the guilty perfon's own confciencc, and the 
tlncidatloiu of the final day, whenthefccrctsofall heart* 
will be laid open, and judgment will proceed according 
to the go^U — This is the rule, and thus it is to be ap- 
pliciL We only obferve— 

1. That matters ef ofience muft be of gcnernl con< 
«ti1i» not ib perfbnal as tO' render the perfon complaining. 
iKapabk of being an impartial witnefs : for the rule is,. 
Take vltfa. thee one or two, that in the moutli of two or 
l^m : witoeiref every word may be eftablilhed ; which. 
fypfotti'ilie pevfon complaining i» a witnefs. The ac- 
ilp$[ moA be brought in the name of our Sovereign t-urd,, 
tbe Kmg ofbii church t and therefore— 
; ,p, The juft matter of offence mull be, a breach rf the 
^mofluj kingdom, any dircA immorality, or uucIinAian 
rfpp4B% and what equally conccnis the cummen caufe uf 
LWrifffiTTi which CYcry prpfiilllii;:; chrillian is bound to 
^^~aie^ ;. aiul, when proved or maik known, becomes 
^i^lilpeF o{ ofience to every iudiudual pioi'cllbr, equals 
j»tttbecciiDi>lvBer. 

^-' . 3, Now 
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'mrpeaitheftateofUsdmfdMi, du 

indiviJiuUy and in their incorpwa 

would have hi^ miniftcri^krir^walfo 

And U commend* tbr.fe wlio i 

Mid irrcgtilar teacher* among ilien 

c>rdtrlr mor.beri to be of their con 

i know thy work*, that tlioo cani 

4re evil, and haft tried ilicm who U] 

arid found that they are not, hut th 

jroffue of Satan- So alfo the threat* 

wMh wliich he clofef thefe epiftUf , 

/if our Krt, (He who hath an car, 

Spirit fiiith onto the churclics) p 

li^at Head of the church riewcd 

Importance to the wcU-Uin^i'jf hf« 

tend to the d^^rinc and diCcipline 

ijarefiHy attendtn;? to the rule* d 

wcrd of God, hy infj/ir-tiwi of h'u 

And the Spmt faith to crery ii 
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I, or :m IJol.itcr, or IndccJ iiny other vicloui pcrfon, 
any inhcritunco In the kingdom of Chriil :iud of 
r they ihoulJ therefore h.ivc no place in his church, 
h IS the kiiii^Jom of God ;'.mnn^r men. P:uil f.irricJ 
jngcr at Ephcfus, th.it he ini^ht more fully inllriicf: 
3tJiy Jiow ht5 ought to !>i:h ivc In tlic houib ot' God, 
h is the church of the Livini:;^ God, the pillar and 
nd of truth, where ihc truth of the duclrirts and the 
fpirit of chrilUan difcipline lhr)nhl be ever ma in* 
d : for the ungodly lives of profciilni; chrilli.iuM hsivc 
, ;ind do ftill, more hurt to tho caufe of true religion, 
all which the mfidol world ever did or can do : for 
hich they have faid or written has been anfwercd jl 
Tand times, hy Aich found arguments and fair reafon- 
19 the enemies of the Lord JeUis Iiavc not been al)lc 
anfay or refift. But what can wc fay to ihofc oh- 
ins which have been drawn lumi tlie uu^^odly livea 
iriftian profciHirs ? Though wc tliink that chrif- 
:y ought not to be accountable for tlio irrjligiou-j 
of its profeffors, (for lire queftion is not, How do 
San profelfors li vc ? but, How did Chriftj mi J how has 
auffht his followers to live ? Without blame before 
mlovc.) yet, wl-.cn this ohje«5tion is made, it fills 
xc true friends of Chrift and hi*: caufe v/hli )»ain and 
e, becaufe there is too much ror.m for It. TiLt him 
fore who namcth the name of the Lord Jiffus L'hri!^ 
ireful to depart from all iniquity, and to adorn tlie 
rinc of God in all things. — It i^r.ly remains to fliow 
t the Spirit faith that the chuichcs of Clirlfl may ei- 
in thia life, and what ihcy may cxp^^t in the nc.it. 

h\ thii life the Snirit fwith that the churches which 
: m the faith and fcllowflilp of t!\e gofj.el fliaJl be 
id and built up. If they walk by its rulos, if iJuy 
I, the fame things rcconmicnded therein, they mny 
St much of the divine prefence and blelling. J'l von 

(faici 
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: ^lat the cfaurch has Qver t>een diAingninicJ frojn 
nrortd'of mankvid. Oar Saviour kept up this dif- 
ion, ia that laft and moft fcrve.nt prmycr which he 
le jult ^Q&re he entered the laft and moil extreme 
e of his fiifferingrTecorded ia the 17th of Johp. I 
! (fiud'hc, addrcffing himfclf to his Hei(venly ^jifhcr) 
iifefti;d thy nunc unto the -.men .whom tho^j^ave^ 
; thine they were, and thou gaveft th^m ,in«, and 
' haTC kgit thy word. I pray fflr them ; j pray 
fiw the world. And I pray not for tliem alone, but 
all diofe who iliall believe on me through their word, 
: .^wy may dlhe one in fcntiment, faith and prag- 
f nniXtng^inime, ;dieir head, zs thou, „^idhcr,. art in 

and tin thee. 

. It is a high:l)Onour, and a diAi^iguiiliing privilege* 
>elong to the chriflian church. Tbcy who fipcerely 
fefi their- faith in Chiift, and fupport that profcgion 
i. chriftian life, are intercfted ; in all the , privileges of 
ifllU (tfQod. and in the petition ^'^tjlivine prayer 
i^oor SffvipuraddrefTed toiiis Father a little before 
yklded up the ghoft ; and every petition in that 
|!cr Will be completely anfwercd in their favour. { 
i^ is worth infinitely ijiijre than -all the world. 
[. n is the .duty of all who enj^oy the gofpei, and arc 
filJlf convinced of the tt:ut;h and importance of the 
UHaa religion as to influence their temper and con- 
% and conform ;^em to the temper and canduA of 
; chrilUan, to joii^ with the church where they live, antt 
btidy profef« their faith in Chrift, and their obedience 
Uin. Xtisan honour ihey owe to him, and .1 duty 
pyoire.to tiiein&lves and families: a duty they owe 

their God and coiintryi and their negleiJl cannot 
'.Onfei oo thp principles of reaXon or revelation. 

We Infer, thai thofe who do belong to the church 

— ider the moft endearing obligations to adorn the 

' , chrifliaa 





s. TTicy Ihould be Y«t c*ftfift'«at llH 

eir dolj, and gi*e no occalioa tb 9i^ torh^iA 

■a. or to raPle t<ie <tbjefti<^ sf^raR ffi^cferit 

ioTi, bscaufc hi pri'ft'ioT; it; no better tlttjiol 
^iln— We fhouM Ji: carcfvl dia: wc do not r 
iiuli dates /or admi2ii>u nn-rc than what the Sj 
iripircd writings requires. We muft not b 
e w-h,it U rrriLtcn. ■\\Tien peribns of ibbcr Tix 
etHiiiohs, and whu in their gcmeral deportmn 
chrii'tian conduct, and iippcarwiDtng to mal-e 
rofeflion of tlicir fiiith in Clirifl, and their' obe 

ill TOT opinion, reject them, bu! we tHi»i{ to 
to conic with 113, and to walk in all the ftatat 

lances of ihs Lord blamelefs. The praaif^ 

i.^J; a pabiicreLilion r^f chriftian experience!, F 
fptcial oceafiORs be fcr edification i yet it m 

awkd^ed that ic is of human invention: wi 

(^.rathof Chrift, aor.t*tbe Spiri:--we nw; 

: iL a term of .eoiKmuQioB, «r necelfary to » n 

ffior. ir.Eo :'je cliiirch, 

cd may v.c not hope, that if we, with CM 

,n tlis .Spiri: of mc-el-ncli, ;v3tch over one anol 
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\nia%'f the gate^ of hell fiiall ru>t prevail ; (he will 
aoid fkirytf uui will acquire a much greater ftatc ^f 
7', iimplicftf send gkry. GIor:on> things arc iy'Vzn 
Ty and Torill he accompUihed ir^ their feafon. T}iir.;^% 
fAtmti% fail : obfbicle.^ ar^ rcmovjn;^ ; there i% a 
4/ rnqniryi^rjneoTit; a thirJt f^r knr/-*-kfJ;jc inrre^r- 
ahigh reKft for Isbertj* both civil and x^\'.y\r>\r^ 
rigbtA of maAf thejurirdi^tion of confcicrtCSy ^r.d t^i^ 
rple»^truelfbeit7» are better nrjlcrdfjrA and denned 
'hey hatre ever been befr>rc; and thefc nnay f/e r.e'ief- 
lepft to prepare tlie public mind u, receive the more 
fbl oiatpcuring of the Spirit fjf God than there ever 
.1 been. And we mufl not be imp<itier»t : God muft 
own work in hi* own wa/ and time. He who believ- 
oej n^'it make haftc. Let a; all, hj o'jr pr^-yir^^ 
jl and examples, be workera together wi*h God, ani 
uifsifU foraAnoch as we kn*w that our labour fhali 
t m rain* 
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rcH tnith Wc fiiall endeavour to rllnftratc in a few pi- 
lars wherein all the wife and the more judicious of 
ikind do agree that human excellency does conflft ; 
an honourable defceiitt wifdom and knowledge* a 
le indi£Berence to fenfual good, courage and fortitude 
lind, virtuous freedom, and a benevolent goodnefs g( 
1 5 in all whlctv the righteous or the fmcercly good man 
:lleth all the world befides* as will phiialy appear from 
following confiderations. 

. Ah honourable defcent, or iwbfe birtt and extrac- 
, is allowed to convey a fort of hereditary excellency 
ofterity, tliough we cannot fee the propriety of fucli 
iftimation, unlefs the hereditary honour infpires the 
endant with a noblencfs of mind, and fires him with 
udable ambition that will elevate him above an un- 
thy aflion, and (being accompanied with an cduca-> 
equal to his noble cxtra<flion) begets in him a habit 
[linking juftly, and a<5ting wifely and virtuoufly. The 
5 piqued tlicmfelves en their honourable defcent from 
"ahaxn ; but jefus, the wife teacher who came from 
i, gave them to underftand that they could have no 
n to fuch hereditary honours except they imitated the ' 
1 and piety of their patriarchal ancefton But, al- 
ing there were unalienable honours and excellency to 
Icrived from a high birth and noble extraftion, yet 
righteous man, i. e. the truly religious man, has the 
antage of all his fellow-creatures in poitfit of pedigree, 
he is of the blood«-royal of heaven, bom from- above, 
, in a religious ienfe, is faid to be bom of God* con^ 
lently of heavenly extract — an hdt of God, and a 
t heir widi Jefus Chrift, the Eternal Son of God» and 
a inheritance which is inconruptible, undefiledTIsM 
cfi fadeth not a\vay— <in inheritance which caiiiiot be 
fli'ircmi h(m by any a<5l of confifcation : no adtjf^a^ 
'4iSt"e?Ti deprive him of his honour* or prevent his inf-- 
Am; «11 things, fo long as Ite-feftains his cbarader as 
t*V the 
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hixn with an ardent defire to obt^ thofc efficacious 
nces of the Spirit of Holinefs, which may free 
Tom this body of death, which operates as a law in 
lembcrs, warring againft the law of his mind ; and* 
ding as in a glafs the glory of the Lord, he is chan- 
nto the fame image, as from glory to glory. And 
idying the doctrines, the precepts and the example 
* Saviour, he imbibes, the fame temper and fpiritj. 
earns to walk even as he walked. 

le Ffalmifl boafled that He knew more than all his 
ers — ^that he. knew more than the ancients ; and then 
:11s us by what means he acquired this fuperiour 
ledge and wifdom. He faid, it was by ftudying 
iws of his God : upon which a learned writer ob- 
5, that it is dcfci-s'cdly accounted an excellent piece 
lowlcdge to underftand the laws of the land, or the 
of the kingdom, and the will ef the fovcreign ; but' 
i branch of knowledge much more worthy to be cele- 
d,*to know the ftatutes of Heaven, the eternal laws 
rhteoufnefs, the wiU of the Univerfal Sovereign, and 
uiloms of. that country where we hope to live for- 
and ever. In this knowledge, which 'is of- the nu)ft 
lent kiad, the righteous man excels ; and, if he has 
id, or if the bufinefs and employments of life require 
to intermeddle with the natural arts and fciences, he 
be- ailvantage of. his unrighteous neighbour ; tls his 
is clear, his ideas flrong, and his reafoning powers 
iteued by divine contemplation. . But the excellency 
i knowledge coniifts in its having a good inHuance 
. the. heart and life. Mere fpcculation, without a 
dry inHuence, is of no wQz ; it docs neither good nor 
^^reforclhe knowledge of the righteous man, as it 
\ great, an abiding and good inRuence upon his tcm* 
\^ pradLce, on this account is of the moft excellent 
'iiie, knows to fome good purpofc ; he is wife to fal- 
die knows, and in confeqijiencc of bis knowledge 

k;2 * '' he 
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lis befi iniereft } he provides for fiituritT, anij 
■eafure folid and permanent, where the moth 
imipt, and where the lliieves do not break 
i fted : he prefers the moft valuable ihingf to 
brdid trifles — prefers the foul to the body— 

-dful, which cannot be taken frcun him. He 
vn heart, and how to govern his own paffiom 
■s, and keeps them within the bounds of pr*- 
n and faitli. A knowledge thus in8aential h 
nportant and excellent than to know the (n- 
ate, or to fathom the counfels of princes, the 
)opBlaritr, or the exafl balance of natjoni. 
ves the man the advantage of the impiooi in 
and ordinary concerns of this life : itteachelh 
r his matters v.-iih difcretion, and maketh the 



i of men rabbi, rabbit is all their care : all which a 
tnaiif i. e. a good, can and will defpiie, when they 
in competition with his foul's intereft, the honour of 
I or the good of the public* His thoughts sure above 
painted Tanities, and are employed about fome 
! fuhftantial good ; he (hakes off the£e incumbrances 
fh and fenfe and afpires heaven«ward« faying. Whom 
I in heaven but thee, O God ? and there is nothing 
.e earth which I defire befide thee^ 

be knowledge of nature is always fuppofed to enlarge 
lind, and to improve and ennoble the foul : therefore 
hiloibpher who conyerfes much with the great works 
od, as manifefted in tliie natural world, and' who 
the univerie into his contemplative mind, learns to 
fe riches and the pageantry of princes, and think 
iiminutively of a few acres of land, of a (lately houfe> 
being known and admired b^ a few ftaring, fcram- 

fellow-mortals who happen to live, on the fame 
of earth with himfelf. How much more then will 
arge the mind, and ennoble the foul^ to contemplate 
LUthor of nature, the great Lord and fupport of the 
rfe, all of whofe perfeAions are infinite ! how muft 
»limate the imumortal fpirit, to contemplate heaven, 
nagnificent feat of the extenfive empire of the great 
«h ! enough, one would think, to prevent an undue 
unent to carnal and earthly things ; efpeciall)b.whd£*^ 
n doit with the confcioufniefs that this feat of blifs. 

own immortal honne*. When once raifed on the 
I of faith and holy contemplation, we can obtain 
naintain juft apprehenfions of the great and bleifed 
the beauty and glory of the incarnate Redeemer, 
J anticipation enter into his joy, it muft elevate and 
ndise the hiunaa foul to that degree that this ter- 
■wld and all which is in it will, as it were, vaniih 
Ifiqypear, as the twinkling ftars retire before the ^ 
Hi And the righteous, i. e* the good man, will 

be 





Jer there clCTaling contemplations, to loofc 
a piotis indirerence upon ihofe fublnnary 
1 are the firfl objefls of ihe unrighteous matfe 
the fplendour of a court, all the pomp of the 
Ided amufemcDts of the fenfualifl, and diegeir- 
lion and ceremony, can no more darzie bi* 
■ feeble luftre of the glow-wonn will that of dm 
be foars. above the cloudi, and dwells among 

5. 

teous man is ncii concerned about the pnac- 
rer or honour, and cares not, with refpea to 
) ftall be preferred to fuch a port of honour 
who fliall obtain fuch a fortune, or fit higbtft 
in the frnagogue ) his chief ctwioera ij, a 
iaker, to honour his Saviour, and fecure hi* 
le heavcaly Canaan, an.l to walk worthy a 
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1 ta and frcs U^ sfrihip in the bohlerous ocean with- 
>allafti with eyery wind* or the caprice of fortune^ 
are fome how or other affc^d with all the motions 
is flu^ating flate of xtlortal things ; for they are 
the troubled fea» which cannot reft. The righteous 
t afraid of evil tidings f for his heart is fiiced> trufting 
e Lord : but the wickesd are alarmed at every threaten- 
afpe6fc of Providence, and tremble at the ihaking of 
if; for the wicked flee when none purfue, but the 
:eous are as bold as a lion. 

^ Wc liave to obferve, in the next place, that the 
:eous is more 'excellent thau his unrighteous ncigh- 
f in true magnanimity, and genuine courage. Hero- 
has always been celebrated as fome thing noble and 
lent, and tliofe who have bravely achieved great and 
s a^ons have had their names enrolled among the 
ty and tranfmitted down to pofterity with honour 
reaown. And there is nothing which infpires a man 

Ach a fpirit of fortrtude, and true courage,- as re- 
ft. An inward confcioulhefs that we are in favour 

the great Lord of all, and that we have in the main 
oved ourfelves to the Searcher of hearts, and the 
(Sot of the events of providence, muft arm the foul 

magnanimity and courage, which no danger can 
cosne. Hence faid the heroic Apoftic, armed with 
veligious fortitude, and in full view of bonds, im- 
nmeots and martyrdom. None of thefe things move 
nor count 1 my life dear to me, fo that I might finifh 
life with joy, and the miniftry which I have received 
lie Lord to fulfill tt« 

'rae fortitude and magnanimity of fpirit appears ra- 
',hl fnffering hard things, than in achieving great 
gf. -Many great cowards would enterprife great 
\g^ were it not for the danger tliat attends ; but at 
fight of danger their fplrits recoil> and their courage 

fails : 
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bith and piely can face any danger, nrhea diitf- 

lianfully furmount difficulties wliich lie in th« 

vith this Ipiritual armuur, the fccblell of the 

, asd the motl delicate of llie fair fci, have 

ders which have furprifed and aftonilhed aa 

—have performed oAs of true herDifai wliidi 

\ed if not excelled any which tiave been per- 

: moft renowned conquerors. Let the 

, if they can, fuch indances of iurnneCs and. 

I the chrifti;in martyrs have ihcwn — inllanccs 

It only amazed but converted thtir 

Tlicy endured fiich cruelties anil 

\ cannot be mentronijd without filling erray 

with horror, with patience, tnecknefs-aiul 

ichieved great things, as well as fuffeteJ 

I: they fubducd kingdoms, put tn flight inti- 

quenched i" 
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oif and the feeblcft of women, and the mod deli- 
f their iex, that they might obtain a^ better refur- 
u Nor did they tvantonly throw away their lives, 
e them up from unavoidable neceffity or ftoic in- 
Kiy, but Volumapfly feU a raci;ifice .in tjjie cairfe o£ 
ind goodnefs. They might have dcapcd all thefc 
;s and deaths by uttering a few blafphemous words, 
■betraying the caufe they were embarked an, and 
lying Ae Lord who bought them^ but they wifely 
r it better to fuffer thefe momentary pains, than to 
thdr title to eternal life, to difpleafe their God and 
ir, and to expofe themfelves to future eternal pu« 
sHt* Ancient Rome and Greece mayboaft of their 
'aiid conquerors, but they fall as much fhort of the 
an martyrs in point of true courage and magnani- 
as the madmen of Bedlam do of them. What if 
nd thenthere has-been one in thofe nations who has 
[tiftly celebrated for his heroiim— one in a century 
las been fo far ftimulated with a defire of glory, 
ftimated with a fecret hope of .receiving /prhe un- 
i" reward in a future world (of which he had no 
as to facrifice his life to the good of his coun- 
trtiat ire thefe to an alnioft infinite number, who, in 
ufc of truth and goodnefs, have not counted their 
Icar to them, but quietly refigned liberty, property, 
tion, and life itfclf, that they might hold fail the 
[lOn of their faith without wavering, and maintain 
idelity to their great Lord and Maftcr. 

tjU^y.ther^Jjs noting which can fortify the mind, 
ifpir^ it with true and manly courage, when real 
r d^rpatens, Ui^c a fixed confidence in God, and a 
rounded hope of etem^ bleflednefs. This the good 
llpoe has: religion, therefore, renders him more 
sat than his neighbour who is deftitute of the prin- 
f£ r^jioui the only fure bafis of true heroiim. 

• V, The 
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V. The rfghteous mao excels the wickcJ at maiiM 
freedom as he does in f'erticude, and ch«rdtire h iDor 
cjcellcnt. Freedom is the idol of human jiaturc— cbimct 
SIS the birth-right of all, and the boaft of an Amir'uci^ 
but the property only of the good maiii and poffeffed b] 
him. It is what all purfue ; but none obtain h eicep 
the Cncerely good mai. He who uniformly afls roloft 
larily upon the principles -of enlightened reafon, and ap- 
proves himfelf to his God and hrs own coafcieocei is > 
freeman. The fetters of ftate, the chains of ceremoDyi 
-the tyranny of cuftom, tie falfe painting of intereft, and 
»lie iropetuofityof the pairion*, deprive a very great part 
of mimkind of the happiaefi of freedom : and even die 
good man, while he Is connefted with the world, cannol 
get quite rid of ihefe lliiicldes and bonds ; though he i! 
jiot conformed to the world, but is transformed by tie 
ftnewiiig of the mind, and praiftically approves of th>i 
good, acceptable and perfeft will of God. And, befidti 
thefe enCgris of flaveiy, the wick^-d man fuffers a iai 
more ihameful bondage ; he fuffers violence from iui 
own irregular paQians and appetites : as, for inikaoce, tlu 
paflionaCe man is, before he i% aware of it, traofporuJ 
beyond the bounds of rcal'on and decency, and ii foW' 
-limes forced on by the irapetuofity of bis angry paffioW 
into fuch extremes, that on cool rcfleSion he is .alittiM^ 
.of his raflincfs, and is ready to crj' out, wth the PfalniA 
So foolilh was I, and ignorant, I was a beaft before lid i 
and, though he feverely condemns himfelf for hij fyifi 
yet on a like occafion he gives a loofe to the fame uniolf 
paflions, and is pulhed on to tlie fame eitremes ; like A* 
lawlefs waves of the fea, which foam and rave tiOrtllf 
lafh tlie fhorc. So the covetous man is a dm^t-ltf 
Mammon ; he toils all day, and his retl is diftwMf 
right with plans and fehemes how to get wealtllitBP 
trcafurc up gold ; fo that he has not the TefyXXf.filr 
African Have, who, wfien he has done his worki tm 



rmcd his ix\j taiki repofeshlmfelf on his hard 
7, and fleeps without anxiety or care. The ambi- 

he fawns and flatters, iloops to thofe he hates, 
s his own inclinations, and does even violence to 
wn feelings, in order that he may rife by, favour. 
^s the will of the great, and watches the motions 
i eye, with as much fi^tbrnifljon as t;he tameft flave 
Jie eye of his npiafter. The drunkard, too, fuflFers: 
If not only to be deprived .of his freedom, but of hir 
I and his wealth, and confents to aft on a level 

or rather below, the beafts who perilh : and, 
;h when he firft awakes from his cups, having flept 
le .frolic huipour, and finds that the whole animal 
: }ias fufiPcred by the excefs, he condemns himfelf, 
3rnis new refolutions that he M^ill forfake his cup 
is companions in vice ; yet, almofl as foon as the 
; of the liquor are out of his head, and his con« 
e is a little pacified with promifes of reformationt 
is appetite has recovered its former tafle, he, on the 
ivitation from thofe whom he calls his friends, goes 
them, as the ox goeth to the ilaughteri and afts 
igain the fordid fcene. The luxurious and the fen-, 
rill talk much of health and long life-f— will praife 
irance and fobricty, and will refolve upon a refor- 
n, and that for the future they will keep within the 
Is of moderation ; but the fight of a well-fpread ta- 
iflies all their refolutions, and they are borne away 
e flrength of their appetites beyond the bounds of 
5 and i<afon» and feed as freely as if they were fat- 
\ them^lves for the day of flaughtcr. And fvrhe^ 
ind an oppGWunity to gi^tify their unplean dcfircs, 
ifcivious inclinations, .(.wjiich by intgmperance groir 
nous) they purfue the obje<a of thicr fleftly lufts, till 
: (hike through tkcir liver ; as a ])ird feftft^tll U> tli^ 
jiod knows not tliat it is for his Uf<}« 

S Thu4 





e high claimeri of ftvtSmn are tfceVttfcB 
while (hcT pKwnife themfelves frredoni, iSf 
•ants of comiption : fif of nrhom aicib^ 
fihe (anje is he brotipht into bonaage. Bit 
in IS in a good meafure fwt. He b mSat 
of God, Md the difelple of Cbrift. TTidfc . 
faid he had miilc free— and tliofe ♦hona-lIlB J 
fh^ll mate free, they nre free indeed, fr? 
e neligion of the gofpel, Vhich reftoie* tni ' 
be foul ; it IS divint jrnice which centjnen 
eeof riiepafliORi, and creates pea:e srithtii"j 
;race which gives us the comiKand and die 
Dn of ourfclvci i it U divine grace -*hiA" ' 
llil; tuR<, purities from-fUl iciquit}-, and» 
a laudable ambition to eicel in gcodiK& 
on gets a feat in the heart, it correSs Hfi 



JlsLlOIQIt IH GKSRfLAU.. l^ 

HvOt of tolerable capacity, open their eyes^ or alloit: rca^« 
fStk and conu&on fenfc to ipeak^ tliey could not but fee, 
aay» feel, the amiable and excellent form of virtue and 
godlinels — the beauty' and majefty of religion — as what 
at once adorns human nature^ difiufes a fandlity through 
tlic whole conftitutiony and elevates to a near alliance 
with angels. And at the fame time they mud dlfcover 
the ugly deformity of vice and wickednefs, and that the 
Beart which is under the influence of vicious principles 
is a^ cage of unclean birds, and the habitation'df fbulfpl- 
ritsy who enter and dwell there, and the lail end muft &b 
1?orfe than the firft* 

VII. Another thing in which the righteous excel the 
unrighteous, and which completes the c^arafber of the 
righteous m.tn,i$, a truly benevolent and hentgnJ^irU, No- 
thing can be a more evident mark of a bafe and ignoble' 
sntnd^ than confining our benevolence to the fmall circle 
rf our friends and relatives. The righteous man embra- 
ces the whole family of mankind- vrtthin his benevolent 
wifli. As a man, he pities all in diftrefs, and relieves all' 
within his reach ; and if he could have his wifh, there 
would not be pain and poverty in the world : and, where 
hb alms deeds fail> and his a^s of kindnefs cannot relieve* 
he fupplies their impotency with his counfel and his 
prayers : for the righteous man is gracious and full of 
companion, he fhcweth favouf , and lendcth ; and by open- 
11^ Ae heart to the exercife of fuch extenfive benevolence, 
he acquires a noblenefs of mind, an habit of greatnefs and 
excellency, beyond what is poffible to be obtained while 
a felfifh and contrafted fpirit is indulged. And, be(ides» 
it IS a godlike temper, and a mark of the children of God, 
'who is the bounteous Father of angels and men, and who 
XLjUet diSufing his benevolence through his mighty cm- 
wxp% and liberally conferring his bounties on the members 
Q|[^hjii numerous family. Therefore; our Saviour urged 
p fbtliiwers to unlteffal benevolence, not excluding thcir 
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laoll fpiteful enemies, from litis weighty confideradsfe^ 
thstf They might be the children of their Father who is in 
he^iven, for he makeih his fun to rife and ihinc on the «il' 
and the goad) and fendetfa hii rain oa the jtift and on rht 
nojufl. 

I think wc may infer the fhd and fatal miftake wbidi 1; 
^eat pare of the world make about true excelleDcy ; a 
they feem to place it in mean ^nd fordid things, mtrclr 
ieofital, nay, in vicious thing&i in an indulged appeiilCi 
lawleis paHionS) in a freedom from the rcllrainu of na-^ 
fan and religion, and in being above the facred rulci cf 
virtue, and the diflates of a well-informed and tender 
conicicnce. Poor, miihikcn mortals ! they muft hate 
miftiiken the body for the 'foul, an empty found lor foiiJ 
good, a (hadow for the fubftance, earth for heaven, and 
their belly for ihcir God, and their ffaame for Otat' 
glory. 

If the mmd is the inan, if to be like God it the p«rf«- 
tion of our nature, if heaven is the home of holy foul*,, 
and the only tlate of future happinefs ; then the fenfiul 
and vicious man, who defpifes the rcflraints of "iiiMi, 
reafon and religion, and fuffers his appetites and paS^ 
to give law to his aiftioTi, and direfl his condufi, m^KJ^ 
only miftaken in a capital poiiit, but is ruining lilniliJ^, 
and is doing what he can to diftuib fociety and '<3e||i^^ 
the world ; and is therefore an enemy to himfelf, to'Sl 
God, and to his fellow-men, and is ia combination wiffl 
inJemal fpirits, and mu(t, on the principles of fair rca&i^ 
expeft to iharc with them in that punilhment origiil^^ 
prepared for the fallen angels. J 

"What madnefs and folly are thofe guilty of whoBef 
lea or contemn religion, and defpife and feoff at fti| 
righteous ! What can fuch fcoffers n 
buiiOi religioD out ofth&votld, and make hern 
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mei, into oblivion ! Alas I wliat a worid would this be, 
were that the cafe ! This earth would be but another 
beHf without the -righteous, and the happy reftraints of 
religion* Without the divine lutd facred guard of the 
religion of the- gofpel, tumults, fedition, anarchy, rapine, 
murders, iecret malice, open fraud, &txce revenge^ in 
fhort, every evil, every enemy, and every calamity, would 
reign without controul and without bounds ; order would 
forfake the earth, the facred boundaries of prbpcrty and 
conlcience (if confcience there was) would be broken up« 
and the whole world would become miferable. It is on*- 
ly the finall remains of the religion of Jefus, that fuper- 
ezcellent things which kccips the Wotld in. any tolerable 
order and condition*. ... 

What an. enemy, then, muflf the vidotfe man be to his: 
God, to his country, to the Saviour, to himfelf, and to 
mankind in genural I. How does he oppofe the benevo-^ 
lent Jefus, who came to five and We^ the world with 
peace, and truth, and grace ; to atone for fm.by tlie fa- 
criffcdf of himfelf, to regenerate iht human heart, and to 
fabdue the malignant paflions of our fallen nature, to 
£m6Kfy the finner by the influences of his Spirit co-opera- 
ting with the truths of his gefpel, arid thereby to raife 
Km to the hoblcf forms of the divine life ; and in fine by 
Ae fame grace to animate him in the way of well-doing 
to fcek for glory, honour and immortality, until h^ (hall 
obtain eternal life, and be made meet to enter upon the 
iohentancc o{ the faints in light ! 






f 



a 2 DISCOURSE 



^.»^. 



Famiiy RsiitioN (^ PiArMX* tgf 

iQiKf ibsbe diftrefllng calamity, but conflantly pray for 
yourfelves and families, the church of God, and the 
"World of mankind, and let the fufPering faints have a par-> 
ticular and an afie&ionate part in your pious addrefTes^ 
that they may be fupported under thofe cruel pcrfecu- 
tions, and that intolerable weight of general odium, which 
their amiable characters have drawn upqn them from an 
ignorant and an ungrateful world. Thus our text en« 
Joins upon us all kinds of prayer» with conftancy and per- 
ieverance therein ; but more eipecially focial or family 
prayer. The exhortation of the Apoftle is addreffed to 
heads of iamilies ; therefore in the following difcourfe we 
(hall have reference chiefly to this kind of prayer, as a 
leading ardcle in family religion, and which is both in- . 
trodoAory to, and has a happy influence upon, every 
odwr dnty which heads of families are bound to difcharge 
towards their families. 

Family'i>raycr is a duty fo natural, fb well fupporte^. 

from Scriptnztf ajid fo admirably adapted to fupport:the 

hononr and prompte the domeftic happinefs o£a well-or-. 

deredfiunilyy that little need be faid in its defence ; but,. 

fdr the fijx of the rifing generation (for whofe benefit 

this little wprk is principally defigned) we fhall offer a. 

kw diings. in. fupport of the duly, and to enforce the -^ 

piaAice &-4n doin^ which we (hall obferve the foUpwing-, 
wder : . 

L We ihall offer a few plailfi and ierious arguments to^. 
>ve that fanuly-prayer is a duty incumbent on all heads. 
flffiuniliies. 

IT. Enforce the pradUce from feveral weighty and in* 
*Bieftii|g coniidenitions. 

HL We (hall anlwer the moft confiderable obje^ions 
QsbliaYe been or may be formed againft the prance. 

'Give fonae dircQions bow it (hould be performed*. 
J! ^ L The 
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irgumenti which We fli;i!I make afe <rf In fitpT 
duty fhall ba drawii irom reafon. Scripture 
e. 

c and reafon require tliat we focially and re-' 
knowledge tliat being on whom we depend for 
nth and all things, and from whom we receive 
t lupjilies of life. I fiiall take it for granted, 
jm I mean to addrefs in this efTay bcliere that 
God who governs the world, and Who, in 
Nations of his providential government, b> 
Its, and infli>£ts evils. And we al, Ought 
d to be religioufly acknowledged in that fa- 
he bellows his bleflings,.and infiiifts his mi- 
\nd in what more decent, rational or fitfef 
lat religious acknowledgment be eiprefled, 
: mailer or principal head of that family to 
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rering down family bleffings, and daily furronnding' 
with domeftic enjoyments ? Should not that God 
' is the Creator of the ends of the earth, your Creator, 
your families', your preferver and theirs, your bcne- 
)r and' theirs, have your daily joint homage, worfhip 
praife paid him on the domeftic altar of your family ? 
ry argument which operates in favour of public wor- 
operates equally in favour of family-prayer, of focial 
domeftic worfliip ; for every family is a fmgle part of 
whole public, is but a dillindb member of the whole 
ily of mankind ; therefore, if joint focial worfhip is 
baable any where, it mud be reafonable in families. 

[• We paifs to examine tlie arguments drawn from 
ipture which enjoin and enforce this duty. 

'raycr is a piece of natural religion — what the light 
lature teaches, and what the common confent cf man- 
1 has put beyond all doubt ; therefore we cannot rea- 
ibly ezpedt to find many exprefs precepts for it in 
ipture, for it is not the bufmefs of divine revelation to 
h natural religion ; though the holy Scriptures are 
wholly filent on this fubjed : in our text the duty 
learly implied, if not particularly expre/Ted. The 
aftle in our context is giving advice to heads of fami- 

ezhorting them to the duties vrhick are incumbent oa 
n as fuch ; and he fays. Ye fathers, provoke not your 
dren to vn-ath, but bring them up in the nurture and 
lonition of the Lord ; and then adds, And yc muflers, 
the fame thing unto your fer\'^ants ; i. e. give them a 
^ous educat/on ; and that mailers or h6ads of famiU 

may do this, they muft pray in their families coiv- 
)ftj9 with all prayer and fupplication in the Spirit z. fo 
tithe Apoftle makes the faitliful difcharge of this du- 
ui.effential part or branch of that rcUgious education. 
idi heads of families are baund to give unto their 
Mrm andfeiraiits. : . 
.«'••. ■ In 



jowmuU praf with iierrour^ 
dbildmi aiul icnrants, k& youv 
cjdar bufiaefit .cwnpoay or dh 
Tout momiag and creaoig faci 
continual burnt offering. If t 
the context en perfonal religK 
then faij, Praying always wii 
natural enough to underfland 
fecret prayer j or if lie had bcc 
ihip, and the duties of the fan^ 
rally led us to fuppofe that hi 
prayers, in the fynagogue, or 
buty as he had been profefTcdly 
ties and family religion^ and c 
m/lrutftionsr on that fubjed wit! 
with all prayer and fupplxcation 
not fuppofe him to exclude fain 
of his- pathetic exhortation ; bin i 
cd to recommend and; enjoia it 
fiuntly religion and a pious ec 
take ta the fcope and defign of 
low our text fully to imply, and 
of £unily prayer ; that heads of 



;nres flmilar advice to heads «>f families, ^particiilnrlf- 
fdlers, and fays, Give unto your fervanu that vhich 
I a:nd equal, and continue in prayer ; q. d. in the 
ating of your families you ttiufl be careful to with- 

nothing from them which is their due, or any of 
:juft Tights and privileges which they may naturally 
^ as members of your family ; therefore you muft 
nne mthe ferious difcharge of family prayer, from 
h domeftic fcrvice not the lead fcrvant is to be cxclu* 
And, as the Apoftlc mentions conilant prayer, 
h the madcrs of families ninft continue in, we can- 
fuppofe him to mean any other than fairuly prayer-;- 
re not excluri\i!c of that ; therefore that he exprefsly 
ins this as a duty which heads of families are con- 
ly and confcicntioully. to difcharge. And, to clofe 
snrgument, which is drawn from eirprcfs texts of Scrip- 

in favour of family prayer, we ihall mention that in 
eter, iii. 7, ..where the Apoftle exhorts hufbands and 
9t to live peaced>ly together, that their prayers might 
be hindered. What prayers can we fuppofe the 
fk\e had reference to ? Certainly famfly prayer, in 
:ii huiband and vrifc are to join, and wliich would be 
ruAed by domcftic jars, efpecisiUy betivccn the huf- 
i and the wife. Here wc fee diree texts of Scripture 
Mch -family prayer is fully and fairly implied nnfl 
iDcdU'almofl as exprcHly as if itJiad-^cn faid, Pa- 
I'atid- heads of families, you mnft frcc^ucnrly .call 
(funilieatogether, and fee that none of ypur ehildren 
'^ferVants are abfent, and- pray wiih them, fervently, 
AftDtly and perleveringly, if you would fuccced in 
r religious education of them, and would not deprive 
tiJtf any of the natural rights and privileges of your 
lly. And tliere are fcveral other paifagcs whieh 
f he colledted from the facrcd Scriptures in which xht 
fir fairly implied, if not exprefsly enjoined. To thefe 
efce fiibjokied another argumcnti from the example 



jrendered, peitect among au cm 
jjt ,11 addedy he walleed with G 
ceivc JiQw.he coald be a jnft m 
^mong hit £uiiil7» and walk 
kdtcd £unily pra/er : but it i: 
iN'hen his wite» his Inns and his j 
of the ark, he biiih an nlt;ir, ar 
diereon, and that the Loid Cn: 
blciFcd Noali and his Tons, or fa: 
and multiply, and repleuiih the 
fell A, that he wpvdd command 1: 
hold after him, and they ihoiild 
ri'his implied at Icall that he v 
j»nd jhc moll clFcduiil care th 

'in his family : and we cannot 
fuppofc til at he devoutly and IVc 
and we find that, whenever h< 
nril thing he did after pitchin 
Alomcdic altar, on which was c 
family. Of Job it is faid, that 
children, who he feared in the 

flnfi#»H •jfrninil the Lord • !m<1 
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*<ntli<nit family prayer?. We think not : but whil^ the 

* idolaters around him were offering daily ikcrifice'to their 
ieniSdeis deities, he and his houfe would jointly ferve the 
Liiying Jehovah. Devout Daniel would not omit io im- 
l^ortantia hnm^ «f natural religion as famUy prayer^ 

.fkongjihe ezpofed himfelf thereby to be torn to pieces by 

liungiy lions; therefore it is recorded, that he ^raye^ 

jn his houie {or with his family, as it may be read ) though 

aitcoidBig to |}ie [wicjoed edidl every .one who did £o was 

lto.be thrQwa into the den of lio(i$. It feems that he had 

.ftated hours -or feafbns for his family devotions, and in 

'.that corrupt and dangerous age he was not fatisfied with 

^le morning and evening facrifice, but three times in a 

■day he prayed in or with hishoufehold : notwithftanding 

the impious aUd horrid edid, he went into his houfe, and» 

' knieeling down, prayed as before, .with his face towards 

. -■■ Jemfalem, according to the cuftom. of the devout Jews : 

vsnd it isob&rved that liie. windows of ,bis houfe were open* 

■ iijiich plainly fhews that it was nqt fccret -prayer, for 

' dsni he 'Would not have entered into his chamber or com* 

'"aim hall, but into his clofet, and (but not only his wiii^ 

• ■ ^dOWB but his door, and prayed fecretly to his Father who 
^^iioe^ -in fecret, ai^d >vould have rewarded him openly* 
< • 'pxWd; the jnan after God's own heart, was eminently a 
■• * 'llian of prayer. When therefore he had worftiipped God 
*^' trabHcly in the fanduary, where be delighted to have 
^'^ nitf feet planted, he returned to blefs his houfe, ,u e. to 
T 'difcharge'the duty of a mailer of his family, to lead in 
^ 'jaQs of domeftic worfhip, and in a fecial manner to im* 
' 'plore a divine bleffing on his houfehold, and, as the head 
r^ isnd pri^(lx>f the family, to blefs them in the name of the 

Cl, Thus we have the exaoiple of the mod eminent faints 
die Old Teftament, under a much lefs enlightened Jif- 
uSuion than we enjoy. But we have much greater 
il far mo^ iUuftrious examples ia the Newi eipedallj 

T that 



• tainily. In one placeit !< £ud,|j 

Jn a cerum place wi^h his difij 

focial addreii, one of ihcm (aid t^ 

»o ppay, »s J(rfin tauglit his difelp 

re<|ueft, he gave ihem that eicei 

■fahalj prayer which we haTe tt 

Mtttbew. And again we read a 

hicdifiai4esi i. f. there, was no 

?l«it.l»Uftatod;&lIowers, who for 

•w wi need ,«ot nmldply -infiai 

^dddccd he fcaa let ua die ezainiri 

*r h i tD . i J jook on me, -stad goaiuj 

We miriit coUeft examplw fro 

,ap(rfUe«, lot, omitting thde, we i 

;flie'ipore foter and fagacJoui lie 

*n«r,liave M,.great,weight.with fi 

■ ^^ »eJ»aTe,incntionc4, Aoi 

..■Jwayi had thcjr hru and their/ 

Gods, to,whom they paid faiiily ^ 

WW t^ofi image* of .Laban'sWhic 

.^«Ie»,i6offi ^ Ciperftiiiious regan 

■traced for fheva, and for the gi^at 

paid them m her father's houfe. 




to; cxpefl.Uiat in th« fi&al day ihcy will rife up againd 
i!ii;in,ia judgiuent, and. ctiademn them, as our Saviou/ 
r.iid the Mail of Nintveli wooW againft thofe of that ge- 
nBvalioii with whoiiriie *aB tlien converfant. Will tlKy 
ca]l,then^^ves chrittiaps, the fervants and worfhippers uf 
tJie only Living and True God, who negleft to pay aa 
»& of religioitb worlliip and Jiomage to the B.rerlH(liiig Jthe- 
vail, wJiLcli the ftupid heathen devoutly pay to their 
iicnatfis, .tlieir houfehold images ! We cloft this argu- 
nieat witlx ihit paiTuge of Scripture wfc-ch we have, re- 
corded Jer. X. aj; " Pour out thy fury upon tlie heathen, 
^.']Io kuow cheena^ and upon th« families whn call' noc 
<!ii thy name:" and wt wiH leave it to every man's coiw- 
fa^npe tu &i.y , u'iieiher ilti^s paf&igt does not Itrongly 
nn^y^ diat every f^untl^ which is not heathen will call 
upon the name of the Loi d, or, in other words, maintain ' 
familj; religion and worfliip ; or whether the ncgleifl of . 
family prayer does not expole that family to the divine * 
difple;ifure. - 

11. Wc are in tiie neit j^qe to enforce the praftlce, ■ " 
from fcveral weig^Iity confiderationa : and all heads' of 
f^lies fliould eonfider, that the fcrious, devout and 
toafiiientious practice of family prayer is one of the moft 
iJiTcd and effeflual ways to procure tl'e greateft good for ' 
lijilr familits, and to prevent the greateft evil. 

I. It K the moft direct, eafy and effeilual way to teach-^ 
ti^f- children and feivants the tnowledga and prafticc 
of true. religion. That this knowledge and praflice is 
Ueceffary to tcwe happinefs, and is produttive of the great- 
*ft'good to families as well as to individuals, and pre- 
ventive of the greateft domeftic evil, we fliaU take for 
fifaoted. And what more e:d'y, natural ani effeflual 
El.-' -„^ there he taken to promote the knowledge and 
J of true religion in a family, than the ferlous, con- 
id devout periormance of family prayer ? While 
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t being of divine perfeftions, poflTeffcd of wit 
r, holiners, jufiice, goodrefs, mercy, truth and 
, he lead* his children and fervaats inio riglit 
ms of him } and thas he does, as it were bj- 
ef^e's, initiate tl:em into the true knowledge 
fore, it may be, they are capable of forming 
id diilinfl ideas on any complei fubjefl. He;i« 
ppofe, that we often hear our little ones, n-iiii 
r ftammerincr tongue, alk furprifing quefiioni 

y have formed out of thofe fragments of 
vhich have been excited by the daily prayers 
r have heard fo conftantly axd devoutly ad- 
God in the name of Chrift, imploring hisfe- 
■liverance from hell, and the beftowmcnt of 
and hnppincfs in heaven. 
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jpe goodnefs and thofe natural obligations t^ey 

pr to live CO chat God by whom they live and 

|s<l h^ivc tbeit being- And, as the obligations to 

jratitude are perhaps the firft which we feel, fo 

r cliilJren and fei-vants bear us prefent our ad- 

n the name of the Lord Jefus Chrift a;; the Al- 

aml All-gr.icious Rcdeemei', through whom wc 

■ p;irdon and Iiappinefs, they may learn, (roD\ 

ttiy cljUdhood, to venerate that dear a7id adorable 

tpii may ground a hope, or place a confidence, hi 

a one able and williuj^ to favei lon^ before Uiey 

jeft a, definition of iUving faicij, or diftinguilh the 

r which It bear^, or the place it occupies, id the 

e of lalvaiion. So, when they hear us pray 

Sifted and diJlrcflcd, it may teach tliem to prac- 

fapathy and compaiSoa for the low of fonow, 

children of wo ; and when they hear us 

Ltbe Father ot' tlie univerfe for the whole faiuily 

^ndi it lUrty inlpire them with fentimeots of uiii- 

>enevoleiice and chwity, which i&alces no inconti- 

I of tiiat t<:ligk<-<i\ wliich is from above, and \» 

:, and then im;icc:ible, gentle, eafy lo be entreated* 

nc ifild good fruits. The fame advantage may be 

B every branch of a devout, pertinent familjr 

K-y iBcmber of the ianiily i iliereforc it may 

ft <iirea. eaTy and cjTo^ual way to pi ocure for^ 

C40, our families ilie grcnleQ good. And ibis 

i miift have weight with every conjiienciou* 

fcf a/uniily, who is bound, botli by tlic liiws ijf 

il ikVliK«> to do all h>: can. to take llic mod direct 

i.i^jg^llti^ meuiure;., to inlhui^ his (hildrciL and 

.-,/.., I-. ,.i (;,„l, snd the pradice of 

!>;; iJi.it tliey are come 

' r turrupt and vitiated 

.:'■:. been inJbumental of 

b ,fo f^ V' c h;L¥i; b«;ca iAit;;uj:P';aUJ of con- 

* T 3 tetw£ 




•^ww^l^^w^^p' 




ilin dils iray the dtrnie Ueflfaij 
gfcateft prefcnradve from erili 
die inoft natural, eafy and cfi 
Children and ftrvanti the knowJ 
reKgkniy dien it is the moft din 
we can take to procure fov then 
die cuHe of die Lord is in the 
tie blefledi the hahiution of th 
don which is bleffed is under a d 
while a wicked and prayerleis fa 
io the jndgneuts of God. Can 
snily prote^liofit without we jo: 
Mhmally eiped that Grod will 
which we have, without we reli| 
and' all we tetve to his care^ anc 
f igtei ip g wmg ?• The ScriptuP 
dtofitfimilies -wtio call not upo. 
having his faxj poured out up 
TOti will -fay. There is i 
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peftBence which wafteth at noon day does not come nigh 
us, though we rife from our beds, and puxfue our bufl? 
nefs or our pleafures, without praying -in our families. 
We are in health and outward profperity, and fee na 
danger.— -It may* be fo ; but this only proves that God 
is goody and has drawn out his patience to long-fuffering 
—that he is waiting to be gracious— -that he -does not ex- 
ecute hts judgments ipecdily againil an evil deed : but if 
you take -encouragement from thence ta continue in the 
negle^- of lb plaih a piece of natural religion, you will 
but verify the oUervation of the Wife King, that there- 
fore the- hearts of the children of men are fully iet in 
Aem to do wickedly. And though God fliould not im- 
mecRatoly blefs your families, but wait, that he might bo 
graciims} and fee if you will not repent and reform, and 
ften he will turn away from the fiercenefs of his anger, 
Aat you periih not $ yet if you fhould continue to abufe 
kit palltoce atid loiig-fuffering, and perfift in the neg- 
fcft rf this your duty, you muft expe<a that the day of 
kiiitMnpence will come \ and what will you do in the 
dty Aerebf I for God will turn the wicked into hell, and 
HI die falnilies (though there were fo many as to com-< 
p0(e'^6lfif 'nations) who fo forget him as not to call 

"/ Aidol]ier cpnlideration, which will add fome weight to 
dbis argument, is, that it will be greatly for the fpiritual , 
idVantage of your families. Here, we will , appeal to 
Bfthers-'or lilafters of families, to fay whether they do 
Ad^ ftsmd. in daily need of thofe fpiritual. helps and ad- 
Utages \rfiich the ferious and confcientious difcharge of 
**^'^uty i» Circulated to aflpord ; or whether thefe adora- 
a~ef tkc iMvine Majefty, thefe humble confeflions of 
^'^d'thefe" eSimeft fupplications for pardon, and grace 
^ havfc not a "natural tendency to beget a kind of 
•*l ftar of God, an inward remorfc for fm, and aa 

klirc of pardon^ grace and holineis. . And may 

we 



ft .: • 





fe tliat the da.tlj' mentioning of thefe lliingr 

us eicrcifci wiU improve the mind in pra&' 
ige, and gii'e us a more ImpreCve fenfe 
lings \ Befidcs. a perfon who confcientioui^ 
family cannot be fuppofcd to peTfonn tlu| , 
t thou^hi, tliough it Ihould be in ever fq ivo' 1 
r ;. and, if he ijiinl", his thoughts mull int 
nd, and that improvemem will drffiife a hap- 
over the wlioU family- And the ferious and 
rformance of tliis duty will reftr;un from 
evil.pridices. For inflance, a matter rf« 
m:ikes confcience of priiying in and wi^ 
/ill not be unneceffarily abfent at tlie hour of 
r ) he. *-ill nwt be found at poUic honftj, i 
imiug table, when he fliould be. on M^ 1 
ng up tJie faci-ifice of the fimily. Coift 
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blc of being taught the fear and love of God by jour m- 
ftrudions; and then aik yourfelves whether you have 
any right to depi4ve thofe little dependents of the privi- 
lege or advantage they may have of learning religion from 
your daily reading the word of God to them, and pray- 
ing with and for them. Can you deprive them of this 
privilegey which is conneAed with their being placed un- 
der yoiu: care ? or how can you anfwer fuch negle(5i: to 
them — to their Heavenly Father ? or how will you fup- 
port the charge in die final day, if that fhould be made 
on you, that they learnt to negledt religion from your 
example in your family, where even the external form of 
it was not to be found f 

III. In the lad place we propofed to anfwer an ob- 
jedion or two againft the pradice of this duty : and wc 
know but two which can be made. The firfl is, the want 

of capacity. To this may be replied. Where tliere is not 
a heart wanting, this objeftion will not long remain in 
fince ; for out of the abundance of the heart the moutli 
will ipteak. If you want not a difpofition, you will not 
hmg complain tliat you have not ability ; for the heart 
xf a good man will teach his mouth wifdom, and will 
add knowledge to his lips. If the mind is properly im- 
prefled with a fenfe of eternal things, and you are made 
veally to feel your fpiritual wants, and your dependence 
upon God, you will foon find words to exprefs that fenfe 
you have of divine things, and thofe wants which you 
feel. It requires but a very fmall capacity to exprefs in 
a decent manner your wants, and to acknowledge your, 
dependence upon God, and your obligations to him ; and 
the plaxneft and moft natural exprcffion in prayer is all 
which is required. The moft natural cxpreflions of your 
^selingSy fentiments and defires, if fincere, are much more 
eloquent and acceptable to God than the moft elegant 
and pompous language, and are more pertinent and life- 
fed in ordinary families. And^ after all* if you cannot 

pray 





eaanpore, or without a ftudiej- form, 

life of Itime cAly, pLiia and Ibort form 
iitiebody die. wliich you may get by h 
C mitaartUT, or froiD memory, in -a feriou! 
: anj devout manner :• fo ihai this objefli 

force, or any fuffic>at reafon. why this di: 
glefteJ any. longer,- 

e othiST objeftinn is, the want of confidenci 
■r^diceihtt which ha^ been too long, and. 
ly, neglc^d^ But if you are convinced 

duty to pray hi your families, and yon n 
re-of duty, this objection will not long have 
It irithyou to prevent it. That balbfaln 
lot iiiffer you to do ynor divtf^ is iinftiL 
e indufgcd ; for the longer it ii indnlgcdl 
vill be cnflaved by it ; therefore this ohjeSi 
r escite you to the praftiee of tlie duty Ir 




•"2. Vdur prayers flicWd Be^|fcttiii«iit. 1*^1' a^o- 
'ratiens you ftnuld mcntion.^fii r^mrCJl^ce 'fliff 'i»bil^ 
anJ moral perfcflions of God. In-yoor pc^iliens, ytm 
Tnntl particularly exprefs the grtjtinds of tour liApe— tl^ 
free mercy of God, the merits -and ' medkitlen ©f JefnB 
Chrift, and the gracious promifes in fliC'SWrd 'of ^(llod. 
In your confeilions for fin, yon fliodd lacBtion and la^ 
mcnt the corruption of our nature> , ai well as the a^al 
tranfgreSIons of life ; ib in yoar dunldglftngs yon-muft 
eiprefi your ihankfulnefs to Godfor his boundlefj good- 
nefs and free mercy, and efpeeially for that Dnlpeakable 
gift, Jefus Chrift, to a loll and guilty .w^ld, and for a)| 
the gifts of nature, providence and gTa<;et .nfbicfa we and 
all mankind derive^from God through him. Jou 0>oul4 
pvticuWIy^ mention the favours andbleflings, both pe^- 
rfbnal and domeftic, you enjoy .^ ^.femily. By thefe per- 
"il^iit eipreffions, indic various parts of prayer, you will, 
If little and Jiltte, form the young and tender minds of 
pur children and iervants to right apprehenfimis of Go<^ 
if Jefus Chjift, and themfelyeji and of the:way and me- 
i of falration. Such prayers have a tendency to im- 
"s their minds with a fenfe of thax obligations to God, 
bl th«jr dependence upon hiQii.for lifo,^ breath, ;iad all 



■ "S- 'Your faiwly. prayers fliottld be Aort. If tliey fkould 
out to an undue length, diey will become buc- 
fame to youth and chililT«s,^whofe minds are too vo- 
*tile to be kept long fixed to anyifubjeft. To the wealc 
fe are to become as weak. But then y<iu are not to be 
• fliOTt as to omit any elTentiai part of prayer, or not to 
nlejf tine to be 9 little particular : as, for jii- 
-JlprB ihc^ld frequently, if not conltantly, (be^^ 
^ag ^ general for the temporal and fpiritual 
/[..OtyoiirfamUy) pray for civil rulers; that^riU 
■l^J^^y and fubjeOion to govFrament, and re- 
/j^ftemfiw.ourpoliticalfatliers.: you ojuft pray 





iJmfters of the gofpel j that will teach rfieoi r» 
the minifters of Cbrift, and lo eftean then 
jr their worti' fate : and for the (;barcli ti 
hkh he hath redeeiaed with his o-wn bloodj tfei 
1 them to fedt her in^rcft, and to wiih andpr^ 
■eace and prorperiry. Yoa ihould pray forae 
fict apd diftrclTevI ; this will teach xour fMnHj 
in, benevolence and charity. In one word, joa 
ay in pamcular for your cliiidren, f-rranrs, aid 
mb^r of yaur family ; for, lyhen dicy hear than- 
niionod, it will natnally enkindle jji tjietr bofcita 
inn, dFedlon and ellnir for yon, snd a feriou 
or tliemfclves, vhieh may have a good, ye*, i 
flueace on th.;;r nimds, and become a (bmet oi 
omfort to you. 
r.f:imlly prayufi flioiiij be fLaftmaWe — in tie 
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Gcs, wbi conTcicatiouflir wiHi to do their diitr, will live 

ia the Dcgle^ of it, bui, reviewing the duty of (-.tmWj 

prayer in the light in whicb we have held it tip, will im. 

Ji-«cly nucr Upon the praflica, if negle^d befbre-. 

.li, thai this fa imponunt i dtitf fhottld not dwindle 

•".10 ipiiii];rs formality, you muft labour, ahovs all 

, after ilje tnic fpirit of pftyer; that you may ix^ 

fejrovr wants, that you mny feel your need of divine 

I XiCt your exprefljons be ferious, weighty and fer- 

^ OS becomes An ad of homage paid to the Ever-lir* 

l^borab. 

J now ijiay the GoJ of the families of all the earth 
Iflwa upon you and your iUmilics die blelSiigs both 
igrscc aed providence, and m-ik<: you and youf Fa- 
[ "Ji; lilciDd of tbe LorJ, while hi pouM out hb 
^^fEianuIius «ho call not upon his name. 

[1 1:1,;-'- '■ ■ 

Bi^noc^ or Eii>wr^ pRAYEit/cr a FaviHy. 

Sou nioft Great and Glorious God 1 we, thy r»- 
Ptionaland diipendcnt creatures, beg leave .to adjrefa 
\lS flM only Living and True God — who heareth 
p, [g whom all flefli flioold come. To ihce iliire- 
e come, in the nam* of Jefus our great high prieft, 
r Up to thee our morning [or evsnTngI facriGce 
llillui dumelic alur ; as ihou art tlic I'upjjort of unl- 
tl oaittre, in whom wc live, ar4J move, and have eur 



: have to < 



ifi ogair^ Heaven and bef<^i 

"* ' 1^ aail in alltLiu),i 
c,X-<}rd God, tnercil 1 
, ami a men} 
O gmni m ;i 
U 



I ihy prsf-nce. 




hare 





j1 Moxxmm'^t Lr%t!tiie fgjrM. 

r obtain th< mniSxtt cf fin, acccoid 
1 Ay gncc ,- aw* *y ths J*naif««g' Id 
xi 6pirtr delmr* us ffem-the jKwwr 
e ^ill anj puniftmcnt, -of f[n,"aBd it 

»y thy grate 

311 GotI pfotir Kres," give" U! "grace tl 

this world pf fenfe, a Tis of fj.iih and 

anJ,'wliilc'\Tep:ifs iHs'Tale'crfceiirs, ni 

li of ^is wbrlJ** goods aj we may me 

honour oTGo^Tofllie good of fociei 

al happinefs. 

we realire the fbonneTs of time i the 

■orldlygood; and feel theimportance 

kave at all ottcs in fuch a nwnncr, i 

rummoned away ever Co fuddenlv, dea 



^JfeHf/MiM .EfM'tm.^MArjtn^ lift 

9.beievh,~ihKF our faniilyt, tiiat.lwth-H:; wjio 

r itp aq4 tliey wlio bc;lpng,lo 'n, may belong 

4iouichi>U,of.l»ulh.and be bluliod lajiim ia..whuiu 

itUiu ot jbc Giutl) are bUlTc'i. 

I Merciful F.nlicr, we thank ihcc for all tliy geod. 

i.-H -I'. .1! haii niaiiifctlcd W ui, or cont'erred upon 

III racx. We (Jiank.tbccibr UieindL'ni^ 

. 'znjuy. in. liaviii^ free uu^fsto tile tlirone 

■ugh a.M«duitttr. for the anji}iU provifion 

future fiipplies of grace which w^nwy.neeil. while 
:. ^^^s vale at'.tcars. 

parlicularly tliaiifc ihee for the falvAtioo?: pf ilie 

• -. niglnj pull, mid hunihly cnmmiL rmrfeives to 

Ltc ,*it.-thi' kjnd providence^ Prote^ us iitim all 

\»g}f\iis &Ay, loT nigM] nad biiiig us Ikic to 

iQntiiig. [or evcr.iiig] *»'b«n we may meet stgain 

line of grjje to prti'ent our morning for cyen- 

:ri6ce ■, aaJ.nuy we be pcrpectjally advancing in 
■-paratUuu far heaven, where we hope to pay tbec 
I Jiomage and praifc ijiore worthy oj^lhiiie accep- 

'.lirough Jcfus Chrift, our great high pried, in 

t^ialKd name u-c prefent our focial addrefs ; to 
. ivith the Father and the lioly Cholt, be afcri- 

njorul praifes. Amen. 

1 mar clofe in the words of Uie Lord's Prayers 
whole exiOtet}- name and words we prel'ent 
J addrcfs, calling upon thee — " Our Father," Stc. 
c fake of ihofc whofe minds arc not fufliciemly 
eafily to commit the above to mcmorjr, I have 
ij foU owing : 

ElOU God of the morning [or trening] in the 
Pdnr evening] Ihalt thou hear our voice, for wc 
tpraycr to GoJ Melt Hijb. 



• in the name of our Lord Jefiis, *tc pray fiw- ihr 
lion of all oor fins, the juifification of our perfons, and lU 
lanfliftcation of our natures j and blsfs our family. 
bim in whom the familiw of the cartk ase blelTcd. 

We humblj- tfeank ihee, O Lord, for tlie d^y [or nigh] 
part, :Liiii dalire to commit oorielvcs, and all we haxc, 
thj" foture protection. Shed down, O thau father of 
light and grace, upon us the infliaence of thy good Spiritr 
and impiaat iind cultivate in ug every chriAian giac< asA 
moral virtue, and thereby advance us in our daily prepi- 
rationt lor heavun. 

O merciful Pailier, pity and rdievelJie ffins jnd dangb- 
tcTs of affliiflion every where, and do g:oo<l in thy goal 
pleaJure to Zion, and to the whole family of manltbi 

Elefs the govemmcnl orer us, and the miniftry of tilt 
gofpsl vrliich we enjoy, and fprcad the knowledge of (ij- 
felf, the only true God, and Jefus Chrift ivhom thou haft 
ftnt, and fill the whole earth ivith thy glory : and n»f 
thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on the earthia 
it is done in heaven ; for thine is the kingdom, the portr 
ud the j^orr, foMver, Amen. 
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Or the religious Education of Children and 

Servants. 



E P H. vj. 4. 

dndyCf fdthm^ provoke not your rhildrrn to nvr.ith ; but Irin^ 
t/jetn up in the nurture ami admonition of th: Lord* 

THE Apoftlc, in tiic clofc of ihi'i /:j>j(nc, fct himfclf 
purpciicly u> trcsn on rcl^itivc duiic^ ; tlic mulu:il 
dutie* of hufbaiuls auui wives, of parcntt and cliildrcn* 
and of mafbcrs and fctvants: for thrs ;/)cal apohic (:i« 
every good minificr willj inculcated iocial viriucy at 
vtlla^ tiie doCtiiitcs of grace. lie tlviU^^ht it not bcncalli 
hi^ office, or bcfidc tlic beneficent deii^^n of hi « coniniii^ 
ficii, to dcfccnd into the private walks of life, to give 
^rc::ion., and addrefs exhortations, to every clais ot 
Sttnlrlnd ; for \ui wotild not Ouia to declare the whole 
eouiifcl of God ; warning every man, teaching cvory man, 
in all wildom, that he might prcfciit every man peric£t 
ia Cliriii J';fii^. Aiid iu'lcel every goodnatiir':d mu)i, 
V'l.o i% n<)t a ftraijger to h'rji'.-volciice, or who wiJh'.s well 
to tlic v/hole family of M.mkintl, will be dcfiro.i) (/f pro- 
moting foe ial virtue and domeilic happinefs ; fhicc the 
^blic gOiiJ, the v/ell-r/. -lerlng of the Itate, dcfCiidi very 
Mch upon the welU'rdering of f:iv.«te f<«n.Ilic$' 
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7mm RiuaiDot EoueAri»» 

n the Apollle addrefies parents anJhraJs of 
ihc fubjea of a religious education of their 
d fervints, aod fays. And ye, fathers, provote 
children to wraib, but bring them op in the 
1 admooittoa of the Lord t which ad<ln:fj w; 
roiir to eKpialn, and apply to the fubjeft of 
IS education of families. When the ApoOlfl 
ye, fathers, proTOke no't" your children to 
bring ihcm up in die nurture and admonition 
d, we are to undorftand hira as addreffing 
milics in general; and it is as if he had faid, 
,d eihort heads of families to make ufe of no- 
or tyi-annicjl difcipline, among or with ihdr 
- iiervunts, as may havea tendency to bttak 
; and tender fprrits, and fo difcourage aid 
laudable ambition in them to excel in thofe 
wJuch they havu a natural genius. AnJ be 




^pel itfeli^ and fb the heads of Inch families will 
ve th^mfelves in. the guilt which their children' and 
ntrxnay contraft by their difobedtence to the gofpeI» . 
nay (hare with them in final ruin. To prerent this 
iat^ of all confeqnences, the Apoftle ezliorts and 
(18 it upon all heads of famiUes to bring up theiv 
ren and fenrants in the nurture and admonition of 
LjOrd ; i. e*. inftead of a fe^'ere and rigorous difci* 
» they fhould tenderly nurfe them up in the know* 
:, love and pra<5lice of religion ; early, but tenderlyr 
the beginning of licentious thoughts and vicious in- 
:ions, and fupprefs with a gentle hand the firft bud- 
o£ wickednefs. And, on the other hand, they (hould . 
(h every, good and virtuous difpofitioa found in 
, and teach the ihoot how to grow, in fuch a man- 
LS to convince the child how ' much they love him^ 
rare for his honour, peace and happinefs. This, we 
!hend, is implied in the words of our text : for by 
V we underftand, a nurfmg up in knowledge and- 
nanners ; and by the nurture of the Lord^ we are un- 
tedly to underftand, a religious education^ or a tendcr- 
rfing up in the knowledge and praftice o£ chrl/lianity t 
yj the admonition of the Lordy we are to underftand, a 
^ui difcipline^ foftened by the lenient hand of parental 
ion, kindly admonifliing them of (in, its nature and' 
iquence, correcting and removing any falfe notions; 
b they may have imbibed, fupprefTmg any evil diA- 
OU' which may arife in their minds, and guarding 
ift the dangers they may be in, either from their 
natural corruptions, or the baleful influence of evil 

iving explained the words of our text, we pafs to- 
-out to heads of fiimilics-tliat pious and prudent care 
s mftr^iCtion and relig'^us education and government 
eir families, which we think is implied and rccoin> 
led in the exhortation of the text. We are fenflbld 
this is a. very tender, and at the fame time a verj 



€6iMidiR0Si -tkciv igciUetiftF ivriiiui 
catioB.ofiainiliflB.% And ^w-Aa 

to offer on this very important fal 
did and impartial examination o; 
tkroughout thefe United States in 

We think* according to the m 
meaning of the text, parents an 
are required, with all tendernef< 
up their children and fervants 
pridlice of religion ; by inftruftic 
to 'ead them early into the knc 
cl . iftianity : and, in order to thi 
to form their young and tender n 
fions of God and moral obligation; 
didinguifhing dodlrines of the gof 
a/Iemblage of chriilian virtues wh 

Thoib parents and heads of i 
Tieedlefsly or imprudently prove 
fervants to wrath, but would bri 
tare and admonition of tho Lo: 



r r . •! 1 





I 


■ 


■ 


1 


^K aP GmtiniSf t^' ^9«»Ajk«».* 


'If* 








111 


^^^^^^^■tii- 












"T 












11 i-u; i 
ih^ PWr 
Qighl be i 
bith be) 


■■ b: 

nirt invite* 
(buRetlia 
3cidlwin 

i..ve 
-of 

r- it 


^^^^^^Ppld ubcyec}. 
^■PH^for the f^t 

^^Blf£ Aad, ai an 
^^■orbetBg taught ili 
^Hl'canc nntn liirn ilu 
^^Km) re childnn. un 


A.': 

nflhi: I 

* f<", 
o me 

..1 1.7 











r-.-^.'i ■ T 



tln4 < thmgiitii)a»..«vp othcTrt^ 

govarament and controuly aiui r 
pofas.of his providence ;iad gi*;ic 
employed in proteifting and guaj 
tkat-had angels are pernuued 
wicked;; aud that he only leav 
him,i to be tempted and i uin« 
wicked, angels. Our Saviour 
chilJEcn of his covenant people hs 
ao^ely who continually ftands. b 
amount of his g\iardiaiifhip. A 
w« learn^ that.Satan, au' evil, ai^g 
faMcitildiwft anjr^injury until he l 

But* while ^fi fp?ak to our chii 
who has all the good in his hands 
all the evil we can fear or feel, w( 
do not excite in our children an < 
is merely mercenary — an obcdlen 
aAd'jnotiTes — ^to itx'vfi, him that h 



f the cbildreif ofmen^'butr.that he mighr.maintain 
saoilrof hiigovermnentf andihew his diljpleafure at 
mdf ■ though" ii© ': vifits the tranfgreffions .= of his own 
e* with- the rod^ and their iniquities with ftripev -yot 
)es not take 'his loving kindnefs from them, nor 
his -faithfnlnefs to fail. This - is - the reprefcntation 
made of himfelf to Ifrael, and winch he w'ould liave 

znsdce- to their children — ^Thc Lord God, gracious 
nerciful, flow to anger, abundant in goodnefs,keep- 
icrc)rfor thoulknds, forgiving iniquit)-, trangrcfiion 
fin.: *but yet he will not by any means clear the 
f'i ' for iie will vifit die iniquity of the fathers upon 
hildren, tmto the the third and fourth generation. 
nuft at leaft mix the idea of his jroodnefs with his 
c,: and teprefent him as the kind and indalgent Pa- 
of the univerfc. He watches over them who lov« 
?ear him, with • peculiar tendernefs. And we -'may 
incc tlicm of his goodneis by telling them tliat it is 
God who has made tliem, and who watches over 
^ with more tlian paternal kindnefs ; that all our 
Would have, been fruitlefs without his ; that all the 
I which they receive from us, or from any friend, 
5S from God ; that it was he w^ho firft implanted in 
Iweafts that affeAion which we have for them ; and 
all the power and inclination wliich we have to do 
I good is na more nor odier than he has lodged in 
hands for that very purpofe. We Ihould therefore 
1 them ever to refj)ed God as the fource of good- 

as well as the fupreme and righteous judge, to 
m. all diings lie open and naked. This idea of him 
natundly beget in them a veneration for God, as 
>efl and grcateil of all beings. 

eft our children fhould imbibe the falfc notion o^ 
ting the favour of this great and good God (ano- 
fo pcpngnant to the gofpel plan, and ^ agreeable to 
rofruf t «md proud luituie of asan,' that it cannot be 
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nmft go to God ia the WUM of 1 

alk his gracious acceptance of X 
imperfc<a fervices for the fake c 
and that they niuft ncv^r approa 
to aik the pardon of iin, but in l 
Son, Jefus Chrift. 

Thr.t wc may give ourvphiUre 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the i 
mediation, we niuft tell them pi 
rents fell from' that date of redi 
firft created, and by thr.t fall .(thi 
ccd) fuhjc^^ed themfclvcs and ih 
and curfe of God, and coiJd n 
foot of their own pcrJbnal merit 
out of his mere goodnefs, and et 
lence, to propofc to refl^orc falh 
filially to fave Him, by the medii 
Beloved. Son; and that the Lo 
taply undertook to mediate in t 

«4/N-n • ^f\f ^n'^^lrh nn rnolf* he be( 
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in hiQi) Mid obey the gofpel : and therefore we are 
to aik of God the pardon of Gsk, the acceptance of 
perfonsy and eternal lifey.ia the name and for the fake 
:s Son, Jefus Chrift. And we (hould let our children 
Vy that God requires full fatisfadlion for iin ; not be- 
b he delights in the pain, pimiihment and death of 
ational creatures, but becaufe.he is holy, and fin is fb 
ful, £0 contrary to his nature^ that^ t:annot pardon 
ad maintain the honour of. his laW| vindicate the pu- 
of 'his nature, and fupport the dignity of his moral 
amment, without full fatisfadion : therefore he fpar^ 
ot hb own Son, but gave him up for us all, a facri* 
For fin, and now freely ofiers to accept of what his 
has dpne andfuffered, in out nature and ftead, as fuli 
fadion for the fins of the whole world ; and is wil- 
, and has promifed, to pardon and fave all who will 
pt of Chrtft for their Saviour, believe in him, and fub* 
to him as he is offered to them in the gofpeL And» 
we may clearly open to our children the way in 
:h they may rationally exercife a faith in, and love to. 
Lord Jefus, we fiiould often reprefent to them how 
y he was to undertake for us, how voluntarily he 
td with^the graciopis propofalsmade in the. councils 
^exKven to redeem faUen man, and, that he might be 
ified for this work, he condefcended, though he was 
d of all, to become, a- helplefs babe, and a little cbild^ 
one ot them—- was obedient to his earthly parent,- and 
R very young evidently loved and feared God his 
venly Father; that 'he loved to be in his houfe attend- 
upon religious exercifes more tlian to be at plays and 
iifli diverfions ; that when he grew up to be a man, 
rent about doing good, teaching every body religion 
good manners ; and that while he lived he took piir* 
Lar notice of little children, and was greatly pleafed 
a. their parents brought them to him for his blefUng, 
tWas much dtfpleafed at his diicip lot' for rebuking 

w ttorc 
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thcic who -brought ihcm, and f^id, Sufier litje chHtte^ 
to come unto mc, and forbid ihem not, for of fuch is-thfl 
kingdom of heaven ; Mid ke took them and fet them W 
fide him, and, embracing them tenderly in his anus, h? 
tlleiTcd them.- ' j 

VCc diould further inform our children and'hoofeluiidt 
-that uftcT he h:id finilhed the work of obetlience -ti 
laws of God, and of teaching mankind the w.-ay w 
more perfeiUy than ever it had been b(ii:>re, he wa 
cufed and apprehended as a nialefaftor, by his encmiiaj 
He could indeed have delivered himfek*, confounded u 
ilifaiTDcd all his enemies, and triumphed over thcnti ij 
he had heen of « mind to do it ; for by one word, ; 
that the moft mild and gentle, he ftruck them all hack 
who were advancing to take him, and threw them all to 
the ground twice ; but he had rather die himfelf, for* 
while fuffi^r the wrath .qf God for our fins, than thatw? 
jhould all fuffer tlie wrath of God forever : to he pir 
ticntly fubmiued, and let them come and take him, ani 
having fecuretl him as a criminal, they led him awa| 
for a fliam trial, where they accufcd him of many thiaj^ 
.of phich he was not guilty, for he was without fm, oe^ 
^er was ^lere guile found in his mouth ; and i 
.condemned him atlaJlfur faying that he was the Son, |j 
■God, and after many abufcs and infults they c 
him betweep two thieves, as being the worft of the t] 
and after he was dead he was taken down from the ci 
hy one of his fi-iejitls. and .decently buried in 
tomb i and after three days he arofe from the deatl, * 
was fecn by many, and freely converfed with bu ql 
pies about religion for forty days together, durinjfW^ 
time he endowed his difcv|>les' and friends with'nr" 
raculous gifts of tlie Holy Spirit, ajid, having ti 
them fully what they were to teacli others when lit* 
gone to heaven, and given them all the inftru^oWcJ 
^ceflkfj" for him to giie, ot fov them to recdT^I 



km before, »-ent up into heaven, in iHo lid 
pin and iruiay others, [iU lt« got beyond fl 
)J ihait ijiougli Ik is now utlie;ivinii out 

' 1 he knov-, ill! v.e neeJ, nnd is as UlhJee 
for little children as ever he was when t 
It he 'tecs thtm always, ani will hcfir i 
Jwt he Eius ;tppointed good atlgcls to be t 
- ' t he will final!)' lave tLcm if 
m, and live to hiM. Thus v 
chtliircn to Chrift, and open irtilo them t 
him, nfiii eicite their love to Him; 5 
citi the way by htm tmto i!.ej"uther. 
; endeavour to form Uie yoUJig ntindt ^f « 
n;;ht apprehcnCcns of ihe Huly Spirit 
_d in the Seriplurcs ihc Holy Ghoti) and.d 
tand in of his cnlijlitening, fajtfliiyHi 
cnceS), a[i4 what eiic9ur;i};<;n]enc ihef {lavCi 
[ir>pc for ihcm. We (ict4 not petpdei 1" 
Ilk with the (iiyfltry oi" tlie Triuity, 
, Son and Holy Ghoft arc one God i 
lis mall be left tu t]ic iniprovcmciit o 
t ih^y may be better ablo ta diged » ich< 
ion, and more clearly to concciv; of Uut ft 
whit-h the three facr^'d pcnons obferve in' 
; the work. We fhould tell our childten, U 
pint is a divine perfon, whnm God iKo I 
njp the hearts tif the finfid children of n 
ilhdr minds to the fcniw'lejf.-c pf ChriR 
wtHfi, md to fau^fy their ajTciSioiu, am 
itfe'civ hearts, to jn;ifce them holy, that t 
tot heaven, and be made complelcly ham 

^- , " - 
t fiftci^.tcll them, that Oie}' wci<ehomiali 
pAji^^are ecrnipt. pnd mufl be fanfliiioc 
yiVOfjUu SUtfed Spiiiti and lliatforlln* l^ 
u promifed hii Holf Spirit to than who ■ 



tltf7 "^ ''^ ^^'^ paLTcnts ibtj 
wtiich it good I'gc thc»' U )t^ 
(bon dlCcounigctl ; toTt u (^ 
yrt>iiiii'i;il urunproraUed favogjt 

Thus much, n'c approhffnd, 
hntnch of a rrii^ iiKi^ £^u«Hiit 

in bringing cur children up il 
tion gf. the Lord. 

We now proceed to a fecond 
^ious education, and which ne 
plied in the admonition of ih 
ihem right; netroos of God, a 
force of morJ virrne. And i 
they muA early, ferisiuDf and 
ihtm tcfpefl to fnpcriors, bene 
gnty* diligence and fidelity in I 
feif-denial in their whole dcjnrt 

1. Parents lliould Uatli Hitir 
fpeit to fuperiors. One of tlie t 
livercd by ihc miniftration of ai 
jnajeAr. from Mfiiim Sm-.: ;■ 
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fren ; l!icr;;:orc it is ^rrlitcn, Children, obey yr,,ir pa- 
rents in ihc Lord, for tliir? is riglir. Children fhould Ijc 
Ginght to rcfpcft magiftratcs, mini fieri, and fis^-.cricrs in 
general. Abraham how^d himf^:lf before the children c :" 
Heth ; Jacob, his wives, and children, bov/ed thcmfclv:.'; 
Wore his cider brother Efau ; and Paul /pake very ro- 
fpedfully to Fcftu^ the Roman governor. And it is cr- 
prefily commanded. Thou Hialt rife up bcTcrc the hoar/ 
E:ad ; thou (halt honour th^' face of the old man : and 
i!x prophet Ifaiah mentions it as a mark of fad degcnc- 
racy, when children behave themfclves proudly again f> 
L*ie ancients, and when the mean or lower clafs of th/; 
people behave thimfclves infolently againfl tlie honour- 






Children rhr>.i!d be made to know, that to trtat all 
Shcir fupcriors., cfpccially p;irents,mafler.s mitlrciurs, guar 
^lim, rulers and miniftcrs, with great rcfpe^, Is a du! / 
iHiich tlicy owe to God, and which tliey cannot withhold 
'Without offending liim, and endangering their uvm fouls : 
Aey (hniild be early taught, that God has committctl 
them to the care of their parents And mad<: them more 
dq;>endenr on them than any other creatures ; and th.i'. 
l^fpeft zxu\. piKdicnce to them is a duty they owe to 
Codf for that care and dependence ; a duty founded 'u\ 
xiature and gratitude. And it ought to be obfer/ecf, 
that difobcdience to parents, and difrcrp«:<5k to fuficrior*:, 
is ranked by St. Patil with tliofe fms which are commk- 
led by them who arc given over by God to a rcpfobati: 
aiind. Parents therefc re ihould not indulge tlieir chil- 
^en in any thing which is in dired^ oppofition ti) 
the known will of God, nor allow them to condu^ a » 
ittj pleaie — ^to go and com,*, to do this or il.at, v/itbout 
Ihe knowledge and apjirobiition.of their parents ; for a 
^Id left to himfclf will bring his parents to Ibtme, and 
liclf to ruin. « « ■ 
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B. If we noulU bring uft our chUJrcii In the tmrtam 
ud adnwniiion of the Lord, wc mu& icacti thaa beo^ 
volcucc V3 alt meo. Pareacj aad hcadi of f^unAies IbociU' 
be the more careful aad thorough ici ctiluTxcing ihu tt^ 
per in their children and fervanti, at it i* a leading tnil k 
the chrilliut charaAer, and of (be moA bappj wad olte- 
Itve confequence. Loveandbcnevalcncearetfacfnl&lHsf 
of the Uw t and in mtaj iniUnccs they an a Ln* to tfacD- 
felvei, and will of ihemfelvc^ beget and nuinuin a nr; 
agreeable conduct towards all men. A ben«votcat aJ 
kbd difpofitioD and bebavkmr will pracore for our cU- 
dren many friends, render them an honour co the faaQia 
they fpring from, make them Udiings to focictj at bi^ 
and be a prefiimptive evidence that they are im'fiind 
Willi that itjvine wifdcm which is from above, and ii iift 
pure, and then peaceable, gnille, eafjr to be entreatcdr&ill 
ol love and good fruiti. All the bright and beavtcMt 
aifumbhige of focial virtues, and the varioui amiabfe 
branches of relative doty, are comprehended in (jrjfi* 
itnraoJnue : this, when deeply iiafnStd on the jroungaod ■ 
tender minds of our children, by a religiout cducatJoOt, 
accompanied with the regenerating fpirit of the gofpA- 
wiil engage them to n& apon the prbtciptec of iaisgn^ 
towards oiiiers, even before they arc capable of coneciiag 
clearly, or fuilibly feeling, the force of thofe moraljU^I 
galiuns which rclnk from the mcire ablVraf) prind^co'' 
mutual equity. And we think it is evident from obftr- 
vaiion, that benevolence is one of the firft virtuoBs i»* 
prcHionE which a child is capable of receiving, and ttHt i 
golden ruk' of benevoletice and equity is felt and Oldv* 
Uood by them as fuon a$ they are capable of conatAtej 
ideas — As you would that othersJhtiuld do ... m^ 

you even fo unto them. The propriety of this 
obvious, tliat it does not exceed ibe capacity of&< 
and) ii once ilxcd by a feafonable education, will 
of adwiling a ufef ul life j as it will ciiablc him 
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with impartTairt^ his condudl towards his equals, and 

Jways keep the mind 6pen to conTidliony whenever 

depart from this golden rule. We fhould t^ch our- 

ren that the chriftian religion confifts rery much in 

^ good to others ; that Jefus went about doing good ; 

!ie improved every opportunity to fhew kindnefs to> 

oor and diftrefled. We fhould ufe every proper 

od to form the hearts of our children to fentiments 

jnamty» tendemeft and compafiion ; we fhould tell' 

that kindnefs to the poor and diilrefied is a duty ; 

to fhew this kindnefs is to be and to ad like Chrift» 

•efl friend of mankind. We fhould often fet this ex* 

ebefov!^ them, and (as a pious and learned author* 

ves) we fhould fometimes make them our almoners, 

horn WjB may fend relief to the needy and difh'eiredt 

encourage them on particular occafions to part with 

V7e allow them to call their own, to the proper ob- 

of charity, at the fame time taking care to replace. 

they give away with fomething ; that they may feet. 

reight of that truth, He who givcth to the poor lend- 

:o the Lord. By. thefe means we may infpire them . 

a benevolent temper from their cradles, and, by lay- 

lold on the very firH feelings of humanity, may fonn 

. to that temper and condud which will be the glory. 

;ier age ; and, pradtifing upon this temper, they will 

ne an honour to- religion, a great comfort ta us, and 

bleilings to the world, and will be likely to rife to». 

:ontinue in, affluence, when others, of a parfimoni- 

pirit, will fufier want : for the promife is. Give, and . 

11 be given to you again ; good meafure, fhaken tc- 

nr, prefled down, and running over, ffaall men (pr, as 

«rapy wnterf critically ©bferves, (hall God and oon- 

Be) give into your bofor^s. Agreeably to this, the 

■ King obferves. There is that which fcattereth, and 

Acreafedi ; and there is that which withhjqldeth more 

if meet, and it tendeth to poverty. The.lilJer^Flbid 

r fhall. 

5 Pr. J)oddrid|et f Mr. Hnrny, 



induflbry «re ordinances of heaTci 
connezion which' thcj have with 
i^ciy'well recfcohed branches of 
Dilig2nce and induftry are moral 
j^rouiii!" thp.i floth and idlcncrs a 
'•/c arc mcml>€rs one of anotlier, 
L i7c a ri^hi to the ufcfulnefs of c 
ire would put our children into 
flatlons in fecial life, and to pa} 
politic which each mcmbjr owes, 
them in the right improvement o 
which the Author of nature, and 
man mind, has cntmfted v/ith thcr 
Occupy tfll I come. It is not likely L 
himfelf with honour, or to advant 
in idlenvfs : nay, without a clofe 
to bufincfs in childhood and youtl 
from them, either honourable or.i 
or the public. Seeft thou a man 
He fhall (land before kings, and n< 

We 4*^ not think tluit as foon 
bufinefs they fhould be denied in 
'able to thpir ^v^ an/1 «~»«u :« iir- 



dkey do nothing eUe, at a time when they are able to 
earn half their livfng. The diverfions of children fhould 
be at the appointment and under the regulation of their 
parents, and their youthful hours, as one expre/Tes it, 
(kould be wifely divided between their bufmefs and their 
plays. God did not allow Adam, no, not in a flate of 
innocence, to be idle, but £esiX. him into the garden to 
keep -and to drefs it. 

Diligence, too, in bufinefs, is tlie way to avoid a thoa- 
Emd. fnares, temptations and evils to which children are 
expoied, and by which they are often ruined. Wife and 
pious parents, who are properly concerned for the beft 
good of- their children, will keep them as much as they 
can out of the way of thofe gilded and dangerous fnarqs, 
aaod.wijl early adign them fuch employments as are fuit»- 
Ue to their age, fex, rank and capacity ; fo modci-uted,; 
divcrfified and alleviated by innocent and feafbnable dl- 
▼erfions, wifely dire^ed, that the young mind may be 
neither overwhelmed nor fatigued. 

And, as the firft idea children form of labour is that 
rfa taik, every prudent parent or mafter of a family will 
Mider that tafk as agreeable as poilible, by the allevia- 
tions of well chofen and regulated diverfions. Parents. 
ivho bri)^ up their childre « in idlenefs have but little 
tmofort to expe^ from them when they arrive to mature 
age ; efpecially if an Athenian law fhould take place, 
(which indeed is not without fome foundation in reafon) 
viz. that thofe children who were brought up by their 
parents in idlenefs were not obliged to fupport them if 
they fhouldi come to want in their old age. Therefore, 
^hen parents have not employment at home, they fhould 
,|dbce their children in fuch other families where they 
may be taught induflry ; but then care muft be taken 
|]iat they be fuch families as are pious and well govem- 
[Cd. Piligence) joined with religion, is the furefl path to 

.tiealth and honour. 

4- If 
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■EnK and mailers of families *oul J givir t!B#* 
a len-ants a religious eJocation, and bring' 
I the nuniirc and adiRoniiiuii of the LorJ, 
leach thtm integiity and upriglitnefs In all 
tifl tott-ards tlicir frilow men. God requtrw 

inw.ird part, and that ihe internal pnncipk 
:r i't!t;lf in the erternal coiulua ; and it is et . 
le c!i:irifier nf everr good man, that hi fii».j. 
(•otJlj- Gnceritj- lie has his cnnvevfaiion inthe 
letefoTC cserj- fo-.ifcicntious perfon, who jiutt' 
ire of the education of children and ]-outht^ 
cful not to give the lead countenance to »-J 

dilhnnell difpofition in his young charghx 
n that the ccMuptions of the human heart 
ork vcrv early in children; and ic is crolf 
difcover the rc.ilitj- and ftrength of innate cor- 




f2|^. play or play-things is a fin, difpleafing to God, and 
jji/Dhonourablc to them, and what will expofe them to 
punidiment and ihame when grown up : for the fame dif- 
pofition if indulged will lead tliem to the commilllon of 
inore grofs and dired a<5ts of difhoneftj. 

Parents fhould decide, too, the little dUputcs which 
ariie among their children and fervants, not ai'bitrarily, 
bnt with a manifeft fhew of reafon and equity, in a man* 
ner fuited tx> their capacities, and which may fafien con^- 
¥i^on upon the minds of the little difputants : and the 
parent's determination muft be the end of all ftrife. And 
die parent muft not admit of an arreft of judgment, oa 
the complaint of one or other of the contending parties, 
without fuch obvious rciifon for it as may be feen and 
felt by both^ nor may the parent give the child againil 
-whom the cafe turned fomethihg to pacify or to make 
.up forihe lofs of the cafe ; for this will carry convidion, 
even to a child's apprehenfion, that the parent is confcious 
that ample juftice has not been dene ; and this will Icifen 
both the parent's authprity and the child's eflcem. 

Pircntsihould by all means inculcate upon the minds 
of their children thefe texts of Scripture — He who walk- 
eiH ilprighjtiy Tvalketh furely, but he who perverts his way 
ftall be found — The Lord loveth the rightcou.s, and b,e- 
holds with ^favourable countenance the upright in heart— r- 
A lying tongue is but for a moment — Lying lips arc an 
abomination to Uie Lordr-and, All liars {ha.ll have their 
part in the Isoie which burncth with fire and brimHone, 

$* If par^i>ts or heads of families would bring up their 
dlSdren in the, nurture and admonition of the Lord, they 
B^ttft teach them a meelc^ courteous and amiable condn^fl 
teiUMk the different lanks and orders of men. Pride is 
'jbe-poUbn of our natures. A {lain fo deep, and fpread 
lb vide over our lapfed natures^ihould be very carefully 

idicdi and its operation very foon reftrained. Parents 

«. '•. fliouii 
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(low that bumilirj- and w condefirena 
righteU ciT.ainent of youth — ^that a. 
rit it tn Ihe fight of God of grca,t pri. 
ige ihe ufteem and ttiF«rtion of all art 
htm in a very advancugeous point of 
muur is humility. 

! of families fliould-teacb their ehildn 
reverence and refpeft their fuperiors ( 
cm tliey mult Iw fileirt and rclerved, a 
rnmeni of the tcingtie i a point of gi 
every rank and ftage of life; to equi 
liume a forward and pert air, .nor^! 

eancft fer»atJt (for thtre lliould ber 
iian family) ; but tliey fUouId be mo 
d obliging to all, and mate erery bi 




may open to them wliile aiding on the ftage bf 
L life. Children poflefled of this felf-goveminent^ 
bo -grow np in the fteady pradlice of it, are and 
I happier in this world than they can be without 
» are pofTeiTed of the largeft fortune^ the greatsft 
r honours, and the moft unlimited power. Parents 

govern their children's appetites, both with refped 
ir foody clothing and diveriions. Reafon ihoiUd 
what kind and what quantity of food the child 

eat. Parents may deftroy, (horten the livest 
urt the fenfes, of their children, by indulging an 
bnable appetite. The food of children (hould be 
fimple, hghty and fometimes fcanty. Cleanlinefs» 
t delicacy, fhonld always be obferred with refpe6fc 

children's food, and fometimes, let the circum- 
B of the parents ^e .what they may, children ^ould 
lard, t^at they may learn to make diofe fhifts 

luxury and delicacy are ib'angers to. Children's 
1 for drefs and finery is commonly ftrong ; and 
3rc, while the reafon of the child is weak, he muft be 
aed by the reafon of die parents, .which will never 
^e btyond ability and rank : and oftentimes the 
(hould be denied the gewgaws of faihion, and the 
i ornaments of d^efs, merely becaufe a very ftrong 
1. for them is difcovered; suid always when they 
rouily fay that they will have them. They fhould be 
to know that fuch a temper, and fuch indecent ex- 
)ns to a fuperior, to a parent, are fufficient reafons 
hey fhould be denied.: fcH* a child left to himfelf^ 
owed to carry 'his point by clamour and obilinacya 
ring himfelf to.fbame and .ruin* 

vmg mentioned what we apprehend to be the moft 
tal things in a religious education, we clofe the 
: trith a few argimients drawn from fcveral very 
8 confidcrations, that, if it be poffible, we may per- 

■fuade 
X 





Tms Riiictevs EDuc^nrm, 

every ma/>er .ind miftrefs of a fiimily X,\ 
iflice of the aliove-mentioneiJ rules. 

It is a pleafing duty to give our diildri 
a religious education. The God of nati 
:<i in the breaft of parents fuch a ftrong ai 
dependent offspring, that it is impoflihl' 
k and promote the child's happinefs with 

fame time great inward pleafure and fa 
ii is one of thofe ways of wifdom %vhic] 
;fs, and one of thofe paths which are pe: 

endeavours' fliould fuccced, and wt iho 
[ and lender minds of our off'apfiiig ope: 
1 influence of knowledge and virtue ; and 
our tender charge, in coofequenee of fu 

inquiring with a becomiiig foUcittidc 
r God, and Jefus their Saviour, and after 



* _ 

'' t. From the fufccptibilitj of youhg Aiinds'^ ' Children 

early receive imprefliolxs, and are very tenacious" dffirft 
imprvffions. Though their mi^ds are'^ojt like clean 
papert- without a blot or any innate con^miuationy .yet 
they are much eaiier impreiTed and- formed to virtue and 
goodnefs before thefe innate corruptions arc grown in? 
to habits and deep-rooted principles of vice^ and wicked* 
iiefs. . .If we had a piece of ground, which wajs good in 
itfelfy bat full of bad weeds in the firft ftage of vegeta- 
tion, we fhould not tliink it prudent to ftay until tholie 
weeds Yrere grown up into fturdy plants, and tlieir.^roots 
had ftruck deep, before we fhould make^a trial, to culti- 
vate 'the foil^ and cail in the good feed ;• and we ^oulJ 
^pe for.fuccefs if we were early in iubdutiig the noxious, 
and itt cultivating the- good, feed. So .the earlier care 
4laMld^bc taken of our little ones, from the melascholy 
cnnAderation of their having vitiated natures ; efpecially 
£iif ef obfcrvation and experience aiOTure us, that QxH ini- 
piisfCons are thejongeil retained; that the ve/Tel coxn- 
m^nly- receives tlie flrongefl ^iniSure from the liquor 
trhtcfa 'vrasrfirft: put into it ; and that the tender twig and 
diciiknder ihoot is much eafier bent than the (lurdy oak. 
Fii09ft.the& obvious principles of nature, Solomon ven- 
tnred to deliver it as a proverb, Train up a child in the 
wfty b^ ifabiild go, and when he is old he will not depart 
ifsmiiu • ■ . . 

* 'il 'Tflie probability of (ucceeding well in the religious 
education of our children may be argued, furtfier, from 
a religious education being the appointed means of grace, 
and the'exprefs command of God. God particularly 
appointed and commanded his people Ifrael to inftruft 
their children in every branch of their religion ; they were 
to teach them the meaning of their laws, cuftoms, facrifi- 
iaesand religious rites. And our text is an exprefs com- 
fOaXid to ail parents and heads of families to bring up 
ihcir children in the knowledge and pmdice of the chril. 

tiaH 





; and this is urged as an appointed, mmu-of 

more eftabliihed lUtc of pety. „, 

obabilitfof fucceedingfnay be argned, frotf-- 
?hich has generally attended the ftriooi, prt-' 
ichfiil endeavours of parents to forin ttHr* 
dcr the influence of a religious education, fii' 
md virtue. God, forefeeing the good f6^ 

ine, faid, I know Abraham, that he will co*P 
ufehold after him, and they fhall keep iIk 

Lord, The parent and grand-parent of 
othjf fucceeded well in their endeavonrs to 

religioufly : they early taught him to rea^ 

child to unJerltand the Holy ScriptvicSi 
e blefllng of God made him wife unto falva- 

cannot fomc of us teftify, from our own 




..- there are who arc proof agaiiifi all tlie f'^c'pf ji 

111 and well-direiflcd education, who, like theffetC 

row lurder uiwlcr the ftrokes of ihc hamiQcr [ ■while 

icrc tin others vfbo have been bred up Ja riimilies whcwn 

lerc ha» not been liic form of religion, nor £o much «■ 

Oi.idcw of prudent dil'ciph'ne or religious inAruftiOoi 

; St have been foaiched as brands out of the baraing, ' 

■ iiave hteri m;tJe ih'; trophies of divine and fovercign 

::. But theJ'c inltanccs arc rare i juft enough to 

. thai grace is fo^xrcign, not eolifinod to means, nor 

I- cipcAcd wiihnuu 

' : :e the Dptiuon6f the mofl acciiriite wiifersuppnrifa*' 

ri, and wlwwLTc good judges of human nalviTic, that' 

^ loeo ~we meet, cr taking niankJud as Tlicf rift, nifte ' 

I'ten arew^at they are (gnod or bad) ac«»nlingrff 

lave been edoMted. If it is fo, or if the'bigper'- 

ol tjiiinkiiid ara wliat Uiey ai* according as IhCjr 

'.:cii eJucjtcdfixnTi their youth up, then thet« iu 

'i it imr children may be. If then vie Amultl, 

■'-. enter the ftage, to aS their pan on the^ 

-vnrid, Ignorani;, pi-ofaae, eorrctpi aad'H- 

■ liriiig than up in ilic nurture and itdmoiu- ■ 

>,a. *■'■', 

(h and laft argument lllat we ftall mUlx ' 

■ .'frc headi of families piotifly to" edlje:ttf 

■ iiiid fcrvaoU, thall be taken from ihetiat' 

.■ liiirlw gcncnttiun. And it is ecrtain liltt ' 
• God, the fiipport of religion, and yttUr' ' 
. depend ^rj- much upon tlie cotidaff of'' 
-. andthis confiJcration miiO, fltmiihsc'l 

■ L,'L'm«it [o em^jf;^ you to do'yoijr'Tithloft"-' 

■ be formed by knowledge and graCr (0 '' 
.■jble purpofei of public iiiilit;\ \7<'vt" 

•■■,■. ...■- fiagc. as our fiitheis have dons r fyraii'- 

wncre ant diey ! Gone j and wtf awenwJed'Bft 

iiial muft focn giTc-pIaeetU euf tHHitiJ',^ 

% i *> 





Tas Rsttaiovt SnotArioi/ ■ 

: the onlj fupportets, under God, of the canft 
d rehgion. And can we cxpefl that ihey will 
jport :ind defend that caaie which they hawe 
t to defpile and contemn, by a loefe, carelei 
lar education ? Can we reafonably fuppofe 
*ill ril'e up, and warmly plead the cauie, the 
1 negleftcd c;iiife, in a degenerate and corrupt 
«e are lleeping in the duft, if ^ve neglefl to 
the knowledge nnd fear of God — ifwenegJfA 
em lip in the way they Ihould go — in the taj 
God, of faith ia his Son, benevolence ini 
fs towards all men, and temperance and {a- 
irds them&lves ? Can we think that they, al- 
upt in their own natures, neglefleJ in thtir 
and Krangcrs co the power of goiilinefs, will 
old ftand, when furrounded by a thouland 



9r CattmKnr i^ &jt^^Mrt. 
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•rihere- ia^anr thing wWh i* fo likely K> 
I dcicni>ni of tht aU-inietcAiug caui«i 

fcgloa of the eiiucation of your cliildrert. But 
"; vicld the pious parent much comfurt and gnat 
..:Lr.i. if he AodW fucceed— if he ftirruld live to 

1 -lildren grow up in knowledge and virtue, the 
, ;i[id fuppDTt of his funily.. It mull refreft his 
. iTt. and become a fourcc of gladnefs in his de- 
' jeiTS, aiid bifpire his hope; of Zion's profpSTity 

:i (iiali bv gailieKd bo hi» fpLhers: for a wije f&B 
'. . .1 gUd father. 

:(' you Ihrtold not fuccfed to your wifli, and DiouIJ 
he mortification to fee tliem grnw up vain and vi- 

yon will have two ihings to comfort yoii j one ity 
pc that Cod will renieinbcr your pious endeavours 

jent prayers for them, and by his almighty grace 
II m from final ruin, though tt (hould not be until 

■ i arc numbered and finiihed [ and the other i(, 

'i .ugh they fhould finally perifb. yet you will be. 

iiiflea th:it you have in fame gnod meafun: dooK, 
. ■<■)■, and that thsir iinal ruin will not be charged'' 
: account. But, on fuppofition you Ihould fueceed^ ' 

- is the higheft probability yon will, what mutt 

■iiiolatiffn be at deatli ! To fee around your dying- 

ur chjldrcn, pieee.4 of yourfclves, with filial aSec-- 

. t piou) folic it ude afibrding all the fupjMrt and 
in ihcu power ; if you Ciin loolt < 



wliini you have travailed in birth ag.i* 
■I lormcd in them ; whom yo^j ' 
:i are, bu( educated religtoudv, 
vou have reafontobeli^-T;^ III 
■■-■nofGodby f;.i£»i, ■■ ■' 
1 '..(My may you dii. ' 
..ii'.'erfully c-Ul thL- ■' 
nnii!^ tlic Ft'Hi ., .^^, 



null 





:fs of thii world to the heavenij.nR i Havt ' 
'.nay » ilyinR pareai Cay, My trork is dune, 1 
d my courle, but I U-ave lichinil mc thole who 
, rtand up t'er God. aild ftcadil)- appear oo the 
— iholc who will plc;id'Ehe cauJ'e of tnuk>. 
k, ptace and liolincfs, wicli ftdelity and a well-i,. 
litl, and I hope widi better fucccfs than 1 have 
ciue my children in an crJiiarlng «mU, 
airupt :ige, wlii;ii thi advocates uf infidelllj 
.ul'ncli uic doing wliat they ca-.i to undermine 
.r ciiv lioly ri.'!igion ; but I Icuve them uodeT 

my lltiivenly l-'atlicr and ijitirs, under the 
Oitd ar.d their Godj and utidcr the guardian- 

Redeemer :mJ theits ! irfiJ fhiugh, my'deir 
fli^ll (bon be fcpar-itetl' frf'ni ynu, as fdr as 
■nm e.irtli, yet, ^vit^ tlie reTi^ing hnpc cfftc- 



rin^Taa M t)ie aiithon and Inftnimetiis of 
I und miktj I ■ - B ut the fccBe is too pain- 

: ,ire forre of the aT^oipents with which t'Hi duty 
.■;iiig up our childrM in the nurture and adinoni- 

ihc Lord in enforced. Fcir the fuller handling 
i'ubjeft-, -wc TcftT the reader to Dr. Doddridge's 
i on cdueaiicn and ibe importance of lljc riling 
liU; to whom we acbiowlcJge ourfelves vmtch 
^vr many of ilie leading thoaghii in' this dif- 



sKk with faying — If thefe {eiious eonddi 
'i,:ie aiguments have their proper weight wi 
itid beads of families, they^muft be fufficieni 
them to fupport their weight of care, and fiiE 
lifling difBculty which may iii 
r children and fervaiits tliat re 
^e' recommended, and ami th^m with fortituj 

> fiMTn and execute JQlliua'i TcfoIudoA- 
I vaj bouie, w« will fsrre Uic Loss. 
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On niial Piety. 



COL., iii. 20. 



I. 

[j» iJALlritt^ cb^y your par.'u^s /'.. .dl 'h.ii^s ; for thh u i 

{■,» .» "T^HE great Apoftle, llint lu ml^ht be clear 

r ^ A blood of all men, ;i:iJ Kii^jht impartiaU) 

. ^ s ; . llie whole coLinfel of Cod, in tJiis epiille to the C 

I ■ /''jf interfpened praAical precepts with relative dutic! 

d/| Jl the diftingullhing doctrines of the gofpel. In t 

j .p gi'aph, which begins at the i3th verfe, he dwcl 

\ J j upon relative duties — on thofe which mutually i 

twecn hufbands and wives, parents and childzi 
verfe I have chofen for the theme of the fulloi 

y. f courfe leads me to confiJ-r tlie di:ty which chil 

jy i to tlieir parents, under the general term of o 

Ij":! '■ /: - Children, obey your parents in all things ; for tl 
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t w n w Ul i his parents to Nasarethy «nd 'wss fubjed^ to 
bexn. 

By children, in the text, we are to underftand, all the 
outh of a family, whether they are natural children, ap- 
rentices, fervants, or thofe who are committed to the 
arc of the heads of a family ; and by parents wc arc to 
xiderftand, all heads of families, whether they be fathers 
r mothers, matters, mittrefTes, or guardians. So under 
he general charader of parents arc comprehended rulers, 
ainitters and ichoolmatters ; as thefe are called fathers 
f the people* But I Ihall principally aim to point out 
Jid inculcate the duty which youth and children owe to 
heir parents, or to thofe who have the care and inftnidtlon 
tibeir youth ; and, as I am writing or fpeaking to cliil- 
I Ihall ufe great plainnefs of fpcech — fpeak as uii.- 
9 children, and ufc'plainnefs and fuch fimplicity of ftyle 
yUony^ bo ;b^il adapted tp their capacities, tliojugh not 
lMlilv;!th,efi4igniiy of truth and grace, or beneath tlic 
ioiulejof heads of families, who are fb nearly intenefted in 
infir inilniflions given to their tender charge. 

*'lt Jf^'love is tlie gsnuinc principle of all true obed4- 
lfceir6''it IS a natvral duty we ow^ to God, the parent 
M^tnef iuAverfe ; and, next to him, the duty wliich all 
fchhdren ov« to their p;ireuto, who under GckI are ini^ru • 
Qdtetsd of their exittcnce, pr^fen'^aiion and comfort ; fo 
!Kg» love is the finl duty which children owe to their 
saxCTts. Children who do not love their parents finccrc- 
Ijf, 9Zt .without natural affeftion ; which is Iii^^ldy crimi- 
iidy and which the Apoftle reckons among the very worll 
Sas wiycl^ die heathen and hypocrites were guilty of. 
Iley JW'^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ parents, or they cannot do tJicir 
ftttif to them, but will be guilty of difobedicnce, even 
i4Se put of fcarj or froril felf-intercft, they pay an exter- 
bbediehce to thc«u Children Ihould love their pa- 
fi%.'ii6t merely becaufe they arc their parents, but be- 
^JS^ has commanded it, and it u T\^"t, «sy^ «^ 
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Oh CiiiM Fitrx. 

ihe LorJ jefus Chria, who lored IiU paicDt% 
rtforc obcdienc unto [hem. Children fiioiiU 
eld all that relpea and obeJieace to iheirpa- 
U the genuine fniic and natural eSi.& of ffld 
ii who do not love their parent^ bat bue 
vilh ihera ill, lire both monfters of ingrawodte 
ienc to Godr and muft eipefl that the cuift 
1 ToUow them m this life, and that he wifl 
the obje^ls ot" his lifpleafure in the ncM: fir 
he who feticLh light "ly his father, and At 
bey his mother. And aU the peo{>lc M 
* Dint, xjtvii. 16. 

ic doty of childi-cn to fear their parcot^^ 
h, but with a reverential and filial, feart^B| 
natural power and authority nver then^S1 1 
ave them ^ckno^rledge aiid revere that aoA* \ 



0* ru> 



: Fitrr. 



f ofecading them j for it is a Rij ai^oinll Cod; 
■ in the common courfe^f pravidcnce generally 
a this life. GoH has prnniiied tetnporaf good, 
fpTofiiertty, it> them who hoaour llieir father 
i fiyingi Honour t]iy father and motlier, 
KiysniAj belong upon the land which the L^rd 
j^ivclh thee. — Therefore — 
klccn muft Jionour And refpeA, as veil as ieac 
, tl;cir parents. The caminauO wc full 
^ as the AlJoftle ohfurves, accompnjiicd and 
a promife. The fame God who tiid. Thou 
)- mother und thy fBther, has faiJ, Honour 
d thy mother ( which U" tJiejr did from filial 



; of fuch TcfpeO. 
Icift 3^ it 



y ihoiilJ, as ihc confeti«?n 
• and profpc;rcus hfe> as 
for God's glor>' and 
s not onl/ found :i- 
mtrifhed from Mount Si" 
ty, bnr it 'n what our Ijir.i j-'ii:.; Clinlt t-^-. 
I peculiar craphafis. Our Lord Ciid, God 
•J, fajirig, Honour tly fsither aitd th;' mother i 
rfsth father or mnthcr, let him die iho 
e Apodlc iificr him cnjoiiu. Honour ihf 
j^ilicr^ wiiieh l.s die iirft commandment with 
iri; hound toh^Tl'"'!— -'■' -■•■'-■■■' ■'■7ir 
!l f.ikmn tius j .> .It: 

i in {heir whoi'. : I!- 

tcfpeflliilly to ;iT. . 
' f|»Blt to diet", it Ihnuld 1>C wjd. ■ 
Biiuiu, ai Sir, and MeiL'^nt, Wh-Jji 
bq^CTft >' 'h'lulJ be with i!i.? 'pr^'i' ' 



/ M''ithtr~ 



■ a-ed p ■. 



B'lf ihty wwe aOu"!^" i^; 
e'rpale W hit fftlher il wa> »n 




approached the throne to make ber reqn 
and lowed Iiimfelf unto her ; and wbni 1 
her on his right hand, he then iaid, Mj fSt^ 
Thji vas wriiten, no doubt, for die Kt^fst^ 

■n, \>t their circiimfliinccs what they may. 

11^ d J ii(,t view hiinfdf ai rL-leafcd *Vnni H 

hilJ, ;i fon, ciilirr by his a^ or royahy. 

lOiougli aJvimccd to the fir.1 ofiice r.c\t to tl 

ypl, inquired i.f liis brtjhrcii, with great reip 

ion, li )ny Faf'f.r yit ;ilive ? aiid when he fa 

Grrt tims ;ifter hii lon^' exile, ] i rofe up, an 

inifslf; ;ind v.hcn hi: piriliite:! his two Tom 

,t a bb;Si5-, he "^ lin b-.wcJ l.imfdf t«fo: 

f:ue ;'. -1::^ c;i.ih. This ttiidits children 

lo anJ of [litir purcr.t! v.. the hor.cnirable 

ul ftylc, My Father, or J1^ Mollnr ; befuTe 

jcontenipiuOHs niajii.cr, as fuperanuatcd foil 

,, or ll;e o',l ■jvjmzu : aiiJ th:rc arc dr;adfi 

(iced a-ainn thofc v.-l:; i'.», or who dcfjiifc 

: their piren'.s : « Cut fid b: he w!io fatet 

father ir his moJier. And all th-j pcip! 

|Am(!ii." It is a fill fii dircvily cjvitrury to tl 

jod, anJ th^ lii;ht of nature, that if fueh (ho 




im banal, and ihnr badiu lie c^olsd to 
^ prsj to birds or boJl^ of ma Ibrefti ilr 

of lie fca. And if chililren HiotJJ carry 
empt or ilicir diiVcfpcft cf tlicii' r^^'^f^ f' 
nn'c tlicm or ilrifce ihcm, the greai OoJ viewi 
Dnby of death; therefore ic is written, He who 
I fadia or his mother fhal! fm-dy be put to 
e who iilib curftth his fiiher or l«s mother 
f be put to de^th. Apd iljor^li Coch i^icfced 
My elcApe punilhnient from men, ycc tJbe LorJ 
»yi not fliffer them to tftapcliw righteous jiuJp- 
Ihildrcn ihould notdcfpife ihcir parents becaule 
Id, iailrfti, crooked or childili, nor tliinU ti 
" thttr infirmiucs they are not obliged to j 
r and rerpcS, or that they may treat l" 
oruntindiiefs: this h a great fin. 

Etutude, ani wlien (Ii^-wii w trnder and a 
t of the moll hciooLU crinict, uivd h put 
athby fi.rae heathen nation.; m ■ " 
tituJc h th',- more heino^l^- l 

n upon thcmfclyes ihoic i. 

«iiii And labour which i^i ' 

irfing, educiiting and wmCc'itii^' 

r j'outlifiil dnys ; and fi>T rJien 
^iHionour llictn becaulc of the ii 

brcught npon ihcm, U tii- 
b-ircnct>, iind what does m- 

fijfd in tins life : wlier.: i 



J. parents may, througU mtiiTtiitr and i _ 
i iwiuirt! that i>'h!ch Lt quite nnrealooftble • 
biK CRD titen children flHmlJ kkdljr estliavy' 
t than dut of tb'ik wrong action*, nuherdl 
violM 
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poi*i; tlian, or defpifi; or laiigh at them fjr 
eel of fapcrannuitioii. Aiid, as children an 
J dtfplft Uieii" mothers than their fatliers for 
?e and infirmities, fo God has particularlj 
, Defpije nol ihou thj" mother when ihe is | 
this is the more ungrateful and abufivc, as ' 
the pain of bearing, awd the care of nurOng 
2 up, the children, the firft care of whom 
uble weight upon her. Rcfpcfl and tindneft 
nature which ftiould be p;iid in old age, efpc- 
oother; and to withhold it betray s both fiJ-, 
ititude ; and therefore it is faid, A fooBli" 
h his moiher. There is none but the wkk- 
:.j.ra who wiU do it. Children thouli fe* 
leir parent!." honour, as kindly to cover Aflr 
..r.d cv=:i tlitlr faults, when they are old, 




; or it RtangQt wiihoui his knowledge and katt. 
::> is a Tcr; giejC fin, and Lighlj reprobated in Scrip- 
He who robI>ah his liixhcr or his mother, and 

::, It is no trail Tgrelli on, the fame is ibe companion 

:it deflrnyer : and he who v.-aJlcth hit fatlier, and cba- 

^way his mother, is a fon who cauTeth flume, and 

.;L-th reproach. Children, then, muil be very careful 

. they di not defraud and injure their pareiiis, either 

- . .illing away their time, wliith is their parents' pTO- 

L'. or by taking away and mifuilng any part of theip 

. ~ny without ihcir leave, or by plunging fhciti inia 

, ftr putting iliem to needlefs e>:penfe ; all which are 

::ii of viihliery. Such are companions of the dellroy- 

iJi if indulged, will moft probably foon be joined 

L!.n('^ «-!iu live on rapine and murder. Their Iln is 

, and is commonly aitendcJ. witli the moft 

J f:it,il cimletiuences ; ilie^ bring down the 

;ie!r parents witli ibiTOW lo the grave, and 

1 Hionld be honcA and iaitliful, fi ihef 
.'■ent to all their pafemi'l.iwRit^'fMmandt 

■ .i7Tm!a„ds— fur tho . " ■ , Chil- 

I. jivircnts ill <.■////■-■' "Icr- 

i,,inm^mallt},:, . pof- 

■ - ■ ihat 



Iicnarc not vo fl" 
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tliaa man. Children are not to difplcafc 0<H 

icir own fouls, to gratify iheir parents' I4H 
Ions, or vicious inclinations. When childtMl 
d to obey their paicnts, ic \i tljat obedieocs 
ell pleafuig to Oie Lord : thei^ore it is not 
hildrcn, obey your jiarcnts, for it is right, t. e. 
s Kiiich arc rijjht and law-ful ; but it is faJd,' 
bey your parcnU, for this is well pleaf'mg unto 
and he cannot be well pleafed with an obe- 
ammands which are unlawful in UiemfelTes, 
difple.Jlng to him i and indeed fucli a com- 
lot an obedience to parents, for they haveno 
hoi icy to command their children to do things 
to Cod : and obedience is obeyiag lawful au- 

Lfi-cn wowld do their duty to their piireai^ 
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and common equity, for all the comfort and fupport we 
can pofiibly afford them. 

Kindnefs to old, dccrepid parents was always thought 
an eminent branch of filial piety. It is fo plain a dilate 
of nature, that the heathens have ever celebrated it as an 
adl of filial piety. Eneas makes a dillinguiihed figure, 
both in ancient poetry and hiftory ; but chiefly for the 
care he took of, and the kindnefs he fhcwed to, hiis aged 
and helplefs fithcr : for, in the burning of Troy by the 
Greciansj be took care to favc his aged fatlier. When 
obliged to flee in the night, he took him on his back, 
and, under the cover of darkncfs, made his cfcapc» 
through raging flames, armed enemies, and ten tlioufand 
leaths ; but no danger or difficulty 'was fufficient to pre- 
vail on him to forfake or negle(5^ his aged and helplefs 
sarcnt. He was therefore ever after celebrated as tlie 
Pious Eneas. Jofeph, who was exalted to great power 
uid influence in Egypt, did not think the circumllances 
dF his needy father below hiis notice ;. but kindly fcnt for 
bim, and tenderly nouriihed him through the famine : 
and before he coidd remove him within his own jurifdic- 
lion, he fent him a prefcnt of the good things of the land 
of Egypt ; what was for his delight and comfort, as well 
as what was neccfHiry for his fupport. He v/as willing 
his aged father Ihould (hare with him the beil he had ; 
therefore he fent him not only corn for bread, but the 
good things of the land for his comfort and delight. He 
did not fay, as it is to be feared fosie have done, I'he 
old man has got beyond his ufefulnefs ; any thing will 
do for him, no matter what, if it does but keep foul and 
body together. No ; he fent ten aflcs loaded witli the 
larities and delicacies of Egypt, and ten more loaded 
with com and the neceffaries of life, as a prefent to his 
aged father. But the moft worthy of all examples is 
diat of our BlefFed Saviour. When furrounded with the 
^guominj of the crofs| and pierced with the pains of 

death | 





Oit Flint. Pisrr. 

icn inflated by a lawkfs mot, and finking Un- 
^oiiies of diffolving nature; he pioufly rccom- 
Is aged mother to tJie filial care of his bclorcii 
ic facred liillorian obferves, no doubt for our 
tliat, while Jefus hung on the crofs, he faw hlj 
jiding near it, and his favourite difcipJe Jolin 
■; and he faitl to him. Behold thy iiiothsr. Hs 
rllood iht; language of filial piety, and from 
he took her home to his own houfe, anJ na 
( the beft care he could of her through the re- 
F her life. Our Saviour condemned negligence 
, and fevcrely rebuked thofe who countcnaHteJ 
iiough it wa5 a tradition of the fatliers, and 
)■ the lawyers and rulers oftliat age, yethwai 
ajiproved of by our Saviour. The tradiDon 
;f a .'luld brOLiyht any part of his ellaie V, ik 
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t. Children muft fubmu to all the la-.vfiil commands 
of their parents : for though it is required in our text. 
Children, obey your parents in all things t it is evident that 
this obedience muft not be a blind, unlimited obedience, 
as I obierved before, but limited to all things laAvful, 
or well pleafmg to God* In thofe only cliildrcn are to 
yield a, cheerful and ready obedienccir Bitt. whcrj piii-cnts 
do, as it is pofllble they may, command their children to 
do fomc things vhich arc wrong in themfclvcs, and con- 
trary to the mind and the re\ caled will of God, either 
through ignorance, prejudice, palTion or wickcdnefs, yet 
even then children (hould not obftinately rcri]"l, or con- 
temptuoufly oppofc, their parents, but humbly perfuade 
them to defiil from fuch unlawful or unreafcnable re- 
quirements ; and they may modeftly fhew their parents 
wherein they are wrong, and let tliem know that the 
reafoh why they do not readily and cheerfully obey them 
isy becaufe they fear God, and dare not difplcufe him, 
being bound to obey God, their heavenly father, rather 
than their earthly parents, whofc authority is fubordinatc 
tx> his« 

2- Children fhould patiently fubmit to the reafonable 
corre^ion of their parents. 

What I have to fay under this head chiefly refpcds 

young children, who muft fometimes come under the 

difcipline of the rod, before reafon and moral fenfe is 

become fufficiently powerful to curb the exuberance of 

youthful paflions. Yet the corre»5lion of the rod ihould 

be with parents their ftrangc work ; • not frequent, nor 

ever ufed when the remonfti*ance of reafon, parental au- 

tfaorityy or the power of perfuafion, will anfwer, or have 

the defired cffeft : but when thefe fail, then the rod muft 

■ adminiftcr inftrudiion, as it will to a wile fon. The Wife 

; , King fays (fpeaking of the difcipline of the rod) Correft 

\ thy foD| and be ihall give thee reft j yea, he fhall ^iv^ 

\ ^^^^^ 
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thy foul- Children muft \xnt p.itientlf df^ 
:akm, and grow more taaehable, dutiful anj 
:rcby ; fo that tlieir parents m;iy have reft and 
ill tlie happy fruit of wtfely and feafoniblf 

chad! fern cuts. They Ihnuld love and Teti- 
parjnls the mDre fur needful and wholefome 

for thjir parents cannot give a better jwoof 
'C aad tcndLi- concern fur the b:ft good WJ 

mtcrea of their children. He who fparei 
ills the child; My, he impli.-itlyhates hira.or 
haled him. Tlierefore if children fliouldhitj!' 
:s for chaftifing ihcm when they defcrve and 
1 do it for ilieir good, and not to gratify ihwr 
,s, they are in danj^ of being utterly mi 
jftroyed: for he who hatcth reprocf fliall die] 
1 liuing ofieii reproved hardeneih himfflf, HoH 
: (itftroytd, and lh;it wii^iiiit remedy. 
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Ltl jT hear^ but defpxfc and contemn, the counfeb and 
ftions of his parents. The Spirit of God» by Solo* 
calls upon children to hearken to the cpunfels and 
flions of both father and mother : My fon, hear 
ftruftions of thy father, and forfake not the law of 
lother : and a wife fon (fays the fame infpired wri- 
rill hear the inftrudions of a father. So that thofe 
en who will not hear attentively, arc difobedicnt to 
and, in the judgment of that wifdom which cannot 
re fools, and void of underftanding. 

Idren who are grown up to years of difcrction and 
(landing, are as apt to flight the counfel and ad-' 
f their parents in the article of marriage as in any 
sing, and are as often -^^Tong in that as in any one 
Children ai-e very apt ^o fay. In choofing our 
:ompanLons for life, we are free, and can be under 
ntroul ; and madly i-un on, with little judgment, 
i£s regard to their parents' advice and counfel, till 
have broke their hearts, and pierced themfclves 
gh with many forrows, and, too late, fee their own 
d folly. But, children ! I have the heart of a pa- 
and muft fpc;ik freely and feelingly to you. You 
luch miftaken if you think we have no right to in- 
fe witb our advice, counfel and dircAion, in tlie fe* 
and.ddlicatc cafe of your marriage. Yes, my young 
Is-T-our honour, our comfort and our intcrcH are 
ncemed in it, and are intimately connc«5lcd withiu 
we ought to be confuked in fo weighty and intercft- 
a affair. Nay, you ought to be pleafcd and gratifi- 

0, when that can tc done .confidently with your 
nefs, and it is to be hoped that our advice and 
il will never, on fo tender a fubjed, interfere with 
natural rights, honour or happinefs. But if it fhould 
ppcn, children fhould never violently oppofe, but by 

1, perfuafion and £lial condeicenfion endeavour to 
over their parents, that their choice may coincide 

with 
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rwr. And children had better deny them- 
rnlifiEalipu of their own fitncy, than ciftinatt- 
i parent in fo intereftiiig a point. 

ver, parents arc evidently unrcaronahle, and 
J- unwnrthy motives, in their advice, without 

to perfmial worth, as it is vgvy pofGhlc the/ 
ED chiUien arc aot bound to obey them ; for 
rity due? not extend fo far as t<i require unrea- 
iiiiwDrdiy things. Children are not .obliged 
uDic whoro they c:\nnot love ivith compkcen- 
T.i bec:;i!r(; they wj.!it pcrfonal irorthinefi or 
But no child ihpuld obftinat^ly fay, I o^jW 

or that pcritm, whether my parents iW _ 
r not i for, uillefs they can give a better lA^ ' 
. w mfh rcfoUition than Parapfcn could, (to-' 
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tinr advice and counfcl, but they have a divine riglit, 
fion the Univerfal Parent of men, r o forbid their chil- 
dren'! marrying with vain, wicked and unfuitable per- 
ibos ; and if any children are hardy enough to marry 
againft their parents' will, and contrary to their wife in- 
ftrudioos, prudent advice, and parental counfel, they dif- 
ofey God, and mud expe(Sl to go without his blefling, 
and muft anfwer for this conduct at his awful tribunal in 
the lail day. 

I clofc tills head in die words of a late pious author 
on this fubjctfl :* " In chooiing a yokc-fcllow (faitli he) 
be fure keep within the bounds of chridiau profcflion : 
Warry no one who is not profcflcdly united to Chrifl, and 
in the judgment of cliarity fincerely religious. Next to 
ftUgion, have a particular regard to fuitablcncfs in age, 
quality, education and natural temi)cr. Regard tJicfc 
tilings, and plcafe God and yourfclvcsr ai^d you Hiall not 
ifplcafe me, in your choice/' 

Upon the 'vvliolc, yon, my dear children, fee what it 
wto obey your parents in all tilings wliich are right, and 
*dl pleafing to the Lord Jcfus Chi id. 

It implies, that you love, honour and rcfpccl them, and 
fiibmit to them In all things which are lawful ; that you 
Cftaifort, aflift and fupport them when they ft and in need 
'f your help ; that you confult them upon the important 
iilicle of marriage, and endeavour to pleafe them, as their 
tnnfort, honour and intereft are nearly concerned in your 
'larriage ; as you will find if ever you become ])arentS9 
nd live to fee your children married. Now thefe things 
nay look like fmall matters, not worth your attention, 
Tfuch a ferious.and public notice; but they arc wluit 
be great God has thought fit to enjoin upon us, and 
cmunanded us to inculcate upon you our children, and 
las promifed hisbleifing to thofe who C(;nfoi-ni to thefe in- 

ilrudlionsy 
-, .*Ur.M'aip Henry's Arivi-e tu h'is. CVkWAltti. 





<! praflife this filial piety. He has threatened 
thofe children who do not obey their pa- 
things which are right and well pleaQng to 
the blefling* and the curfes of the Almighty 
thingi i they are not to be trilled with ; for 
bleffing is contained all that you can need or 
the curfe of God are all the evils yo» qui . 

our obedience to your parents may be plrf 
pt-ible to God, it mua fpring from a pm* 
n — from fupremelove to God your Hettvn^ 
d yonr dear Redeemer j who has-faid, CMfc 
our parents in all tlungs i for this is rig^IrUri 
to the Lord. He who for our falcei !» 
J, \mA fet the anii;ib1e example of filial lore 
^Ji^a^iljje^^ii^ar|ntyj^jiyhili 



fiioniils, if you are obedient w your pnrmu^ 

which urc lawt'ul, bccauft it b right and v 

ihe Lord Jcfus, herein afliiig from fuprefl 

il undlhc dear Redeemer, you Ihall inherit all 

ihall live efleemed and blelTed in this world, 

lall die happily, and be greatly lamented by 

jngfrimcls here, and'be owned and honoured 

tavenly Father as his diilJreni and be received 

the everlifting arms of h\% mercy, crowned 

:ftiorta], and invefted widi the Inheriunce ^ 

light : — ^for if children, then heirs ; hei 
joint heirs with Jefus Chnii, his BlclTcd .ijj 

iheritance which i^ inconupiiL'lc, 
i w]iii;h f;idciii not AWjy, rcfi;r\cd ia bcivjj 




perpetuate the memory "f thK decifivc battle 
ttween Amiilcl: and ihc defcncelefi tribes of 
Lephiilim, when Amalck was utterif defeated, 
[It an altur at or near the ptace where the tIc' 
gained, and put tliis infcriptioD upon it, Jeho- 
■the Lord U my banner. So Jofliua was di- 
hen the tribes cf Ifrael palTcJ through Jordaa 
ound, to talce twelve Hones from the bed of tlic 
waters being cut off before the ark of the Lord) 

a them into a monument on the flinre, in fcrft- 
m. Samuel, in remembrance of a icry lig- 
f which he had miraculoufly obtained over the 
, fet Tip a (lone, and wrote npon it, Ebmnur— 
he Lonl hath helped us. We, having obtained 

Ood, a^d begun a more diflinguilhing date Jj 

of time than any of us ever fow, {the 
30th year) may therefore fet up our 
Hitherto hath the Lord helped tiSi. 
[ piirpofe in tlie following (iifcnwrfcis, 

■e remarkable events which h-.ive marked ani 
led the lift century, and difplayed the years of 
hand of tile Almighty. And furcly wc nigbt 
r the wonderful works of the Lord, to medi- 
l his doings, and talk of all his ways j for ihf 
«d is in the faiffkuary : who is fu greiit a Go^ 

I! 

—Began with a vacancy in the miniflry in the 

rh in iliis lowu. [Glouccftcr.]] llie Rev. 
'their firft ordained pallor, after more tha 

'pem in the miniftry among tliem, died ii 

lere was n vacancy in the govertimcv 

OTcafioned by the rcmOfal of I.O 
Vrk, who left the gi^vemmcnt In 

hton, his Lieutenant. In thh j 

|da(Ncw.Haven rn ConneflicntT 

Rtice^aic vat bnilt «c Newport, I 
Z 1 



obtained 

g datci^^— 

irked anr^ 
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Thi. year I.ord Bdbmoni tiled at Ne^C*. | 
Dudley was appointed governor of Mdt- , 

Ncwhamplliire. 

Louis XIV pruclnimod the Pretender llngflf 
hich Tcnd^rrtt a War between Orcat Britjin 
ineviCibxtf. TJ.e unvc.-nor of Canada, afliim- 
of F^itlier 3Tid I'rntettor of ilie lndiR]»,ei< 
to do what thef could to prevent the Ne* 
tlements. The Peqiiods and the Pcniaqmdi 

and- became vjrj- troublefiimc to the }&^ 

Newhampfhire. "■^' 
M.'ctmg wlih fnnie chwk, the I-ndianei"^ 
ralily quiet this year, tiUlatc in the fall} fcWv 

proclaimed between Grc;»t Britain aoi 
■ -.-eve enco'iragcd ariul fupplicd with ami 



irith good faccefs. They returned. In tlic c^J^e of the 
fev, with little lofs, fome prifuiiers, :ind xnuny fcalps. 

The frontiers rcm:iin'.*d qaiot till tl;o full, -^'hcn 
400 ' French and Indiums inurchcd from Canad^i, 
and fell upon Limcadcr, Groton, ILivcrhiJl, Amcflvji y, 
and fome other towns and lettlements crdl of them, where 
ihcy burnt) deflroyed and took as ninny cnjitivcs as they 
could, tliough not wit/mat c^^T.fidcrahie lofs to tlicnifclves. 

1705 ^Tlicre w.is fome ab;iteir!cnt of the w:ir ; and 

quceii Ann fignllijd to <;^>vo:T.r,r Dii'll'-*y, tli;il (lie was 
laying a plan 01' an expcditi'ii arriiinft Canada, to he put 
in execution the next yLi-.r. T!ic (lloveraor and Council 
thought it a good oppoiLuuIty to endeavcjur tlic exchange 
or redemption of prifoncrs. 

1706 — r— Five men were cJiofcn, and f.-nt as a flag to 
Canada, for that purpofe ; and they (.])taincd all the cap- 
tives, except a fev/ children, who were adopted into In- 
dian families, and removed at a dilhmcc ; of dicfc a 
daughter of the Rev. Mr. Williams, taken :it Dcerfield, 
^s one, wlio was never recovered, hut grew up among 
them, adopted tlicir cuflf)ms manners and dicfs, \ind 
married a facheni of tlic Onnndago tril^e. 

1707: Sipall parties fre<|iicntly appixired, and ktpt; 

the whole frontiers in one periittual alarm : but Chelmf- 

ford, iSudhury, Grotcn, Kxcar, Dover, and foni'j c::pofed 

fettlcments, futFered the moil. In all lliefe place.', tlicy 

^urni houfes, kill'.d many ol'l/i-.'. i;ilial)'ta:iti, and ca.rri'jd 

*w.iy a numher into a doki'ul captivity: tfu^:;. h not 

without Aiffering nearly c^^iial lois then ij elves, wl.ich 

Blade thcni weary of t!:e vaiv. Tl:e goveriTor oi' C; r.uia 

pn)pofed to governor Dudley a treaty of neuLrality ; but 

.jP^rernor Dudley, notfallin-j in wilJi the propoial, waved 

j.*l anfwcr, expcdling an army and a fleet from England, 

he fpring, to invade Canada. Frcparations were ac- 

ngly mud'.'; b(>tli iu England aad ia U\c cc^Uiuics^ 
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MaffachuTelts. But the trpops which were 
gland were wanted eticwlKi*, and So the ti- 

i laid afide. 

-Opened with a »cr7 threatening afpefl. 
! combinatian of Mohawks, Penobfcots, Nor- 
nd Canadians, whofe orders were, to bum, t> 
f wafte all the ftontiere, from Conne^icQt 

weft, to St. John's In the eaft. This wai 
IK- The court was called together; public 

failings were appointed ; volunteer compa- 
ifcd, but did not march until tJicy heard that 
nddf the Mod High wasdoing wonders: the 
turned back f>efote they reached the place of 
, for a gun went off accidentally, and blki 
one of their number, which they thought vm 
1. The Penobfcots a^d the Norrid^wob 
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1 7 1 o— .^-Geii. Nichtilfon, with ihc afflftancc of a ftnall I 
ival force, inok Port-Roy ali with its iJi'pendeecici, and I 
failed for England to folicit another Aeet and ami; ka I 
Canud^t, and obtaioed bis objcA ; and returned eariyl 
in the f|>ring. . 

1711 He made, with all podiblc difpntcFi. then 

7 preparations. On the Z4di of June, the ficct v 
tTiofpons arrived, and on the joti of jidy failed ft 
ilic river. On the :J of Angutl geu. NicLuJfon fei_« 
r*'r Atban/i to take the coainuad of the Luid army, i 
*. purine his former route. The fleet, commanded -h 
Ldmiriil Walker, got, iviih all tlie trjtdjiorti, &c, iaJ] 
.iio the rivers hut fur w;uit of goiid piloWt or by &at 
' inds, fog^r or fome other unknuifii cuufe, ibe float 
, 1 brofceiii fcattered, wreclted and loft, that fcw cvce n 
Lined, and liiofe which did u-ere in a very that 
. ndition ) iuid the eipediiion ta the vnAward (ii^ed 4 
- : urle. 

"1712 ^Was very rumarkahle for tiKreafing uwiifi( 

stii the Indians. A very great Ere Iiappercit ii t 
, which conl'iirne.! the fcmralparf of theT^'^vn i : 
• (if Ulrcfltt tiHilcflace, wbeB peace wag n 
rb?tvrccn England, France and Spntdi* ia 1 " " 
Y of peace ths colpiiics weae indndcJ. 

7t3 Peaci? helwecn the colonies and tJie InillH 

. ni^idt: and ratified by their chicfi on the Ijdl of J 
at Portfnumtli. In tliis yenr queen Afln died, . 
Bcorge I i\-;i! crumicd. 

—King Gcoige J iv-us pu"*.' 
Ii gicat pomp, fulcnmity and joy. 
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-Dirputes van high in the General Court, 
nated in the refignadcin of GoTcrnor BurgdJi 
muel iihute was appointed to luccced him. 

-Rails, a FrcTich Jefuit, miiTionary to ihe 
ss, became lUtionary at Noiridgewofc, and 
irefs and influence to perfuade the Indians W 
ence wi[h the Maffiichuietis, vhtch had been 
iiified two jT:r»rs before at Partfmonch. Go- 
e, with fome members of the court, went lo 
lerc they affembled the chiefs of ihofe eaftern 
ifter fome time pcrfuaded them to renew and 
:acc before made at Portfmouth ; but Ralle 
led with the yfung wirriors to repeat tieir 
redations, and kept the frontier in one ^> 
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-ihcir dcfecmhntt) and unitcJ anJ inrrifed them to go 
on ; f«r fsiti they, -Who is fo great a god as our Godi 
1711— — The fmall poa broke out and prevaiW in 
Boft«R> .tnd bf 5S89 nho took it the nataral wavi Kf^ 
tlied. This heavy judgment delayed the operatio^i of 
any cffcAual mcafam to present the favages' depredli- 
ti«n«. 

I7«— — -The Gdvemor, Conncil and General Court 
were united, S: proclaimed wair againlt ihofe hollile tribes, 
Ut(t fet a bounty on icalps and prifoncrs, efpecially on 
Ralle's fcalp ; but chofe rather that he HicuM be Uilccn 
prifoner. 

1715-^ — Several fcalping parties were commiffioned, 
and went v,-itli orders to take Halki if po{Iib{e. One 
< <uy rurprifi;d his dwelling, and took his box (if pa- 
s but he narrowly cfcaped. By ihofe papqrs it ap- 
ed, by his correfpondence with the.govenior of Cans* 
-a, tiiat he was the fiamenter of all the trouble wc had 
hjui witli ihofe Indians. Kli idealh or capture beealDc 
now a more iaiei-ciliTig objeA. 

1724- ^Two companies, of 100 men each, were ratf- 

edi atuJ put under the command of captains Haimor and 

Moulton. Thefe marched on the 6tb of Auguil v,-ttli a 

deterniina^on 10 take Rallc. if pofliblc, de^^d or alive j 

at he wa» DOW ricwcd as tJic fole agent, caulc aniJ f<H 

meater of tiiv war. In September fnl In wing, they fnr- 

ptU'ed the pri^cip^l town of Numjgewok, wfaen thcr 

ind Ralle. They offsrcd htm quarter. Tit tlwy riKant 

: ikohim alirci hut wkile Utey were ctiJiravtr-jring to. 

:rL- him, he lired hi« |iiece, and wouttilcJ a friendly 

■' : ;n;, H'.irmor's company. AnPthLr friendly 

- the fame company, feeing ilut, Qiol him 

head, and he fell dead mi ihe fpnt. After 

, idi trf* the tiibcs fofd fnr (icn^ c, •rliith W« 

. I lied lieiure tlie year clorcd. 



gtt. 
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-Some of St. Francis's Indians engaged fomt 
iori of diofe tribes, and made great depreii- 
r fromii-Ti!, and tlic General Court increafrd ' 
ims on fcitlpt to ;f loo each. This cnconn- 
ijCtvel to raife a company of loo men, who 
ion a Icitlping; party ; but he wat more un. 
1 this ciitcrprife than he had been heretofore; 
coyed by & finglc Indian, who fliewed himfcll' 
f land fliirting Pe nope fo tick, pond, be was am- 
1 fiiperior nunibei". Cxpt. Lovel and his 
t under j»reat difadvantage, yet with fuch 
ai ilie enc:my riilTcrcd equal lofs, and left 
of ilie field. Tbc .captain was mortally 
nd focm died, with moll of his ofBceri and 
■. W3S the lall conadcrable aaion before i 
ex \.'-.i^ fettled ill Cafco-bjiy. 



-Upon th« acccffifta of G«orgc XI to the 
ac, Mr. Wiillam Bumet, fon of t6c eelebnrosJlriflwp, 
1 iippninted governor of Miffitchufctts and Ncwhamp- 
I-, aivi received u.-idi great pomp and parade at Bci&on, 
lie ijth of July. Upon puhlilliing his orders, the 
inbility of 1)16 having a quiet feat in the chair of 
. I'inmeiit was very fmall; bat his death, which took 
1^ on the 17th of September, the next year, put a« 
'I tj tbofe altereafions which began with his admiBtilra- 
•Jijii, and which had a threatening afpcfl. 

IJK9 Governor Bumet's death was tliought to he 

tictafTOtwd, in pait at Ua/l, by the ill effeSs which his 
. ,itrov«rfy wiib the court had upno tvis nerres. 
: 7 jo Mr. Belcher was appointed to fucceed gavcf-- 
- Kurnel, ami he renewed itnd tepi up the debates ( 
1: a govci-nor's power and ialary, through his wbc^ 
iliiilfastion. 

I 7JI He g'ivc up the idea of getting hii (liXxrf I 

jyttd, and, being poirelfsd of popular talents, heibr a while j 
^Bpod theefl«ein and conlidencc of t}te goTerntnent ; jA 
^Bre'was a party formed againfl him, who irarUJiiitted J 
loud complaints cfhii public coiidua to England. I 

1732 A pLia i^js laid 10 m.ite N<:n-bainpflitfC ^ I 

jmtirely leparali; griviiiiincin, anj id bavo a dtSfOA I 
■MBTaor, nho Ihimld reGde in the province^ n^\m^Vr A 
HEoexion iK'ich M^iirafh;tJct!iJ , 1 

^Hh^.t "Rv.t, prt-v-rt-,:! to this feparnrion, it waa 1 

^^pT' -.'toned ] 

K 

^^ftc .. - - ^ KZ- \ 

^^Bd I miiet in breadtii MiA JO in IcDglb 1 

^K ' 

^^H}, . . . : .^uitre wvsBKidcs'ffparltr^veni- 

^^h imk (be btnUKtary Iniet ran ttnd xfetrtaidod } bot 
^B A St this 





A Cmtotx Sistotisse. 

■etry, and ihe adjuftment of die difpnos, W- 
ed until the year 17*0. 

-Governor Btlcher was removed, and Mr— ^ 
litley was appointed in his room, goverBO^f j 
lachufelts, and lienning Wentwonh governaB 1 
fill ire. 

is lime a very remarlablc religious commo- 
[o make its appearance, and was greatly pro- 
thc arrival of Mr. George "WTiitfifild, and 
IT preachers and pulpit orators. This vras mv- 
wonderlul work of God in the main, rfjouRk 
being attended in many inftanees with the 
rntnuriaiin and ftdfe zeal. With many it ik-- j 
ito error and infidelity. . j 
: rema.rk:ilile event T,-hich diflinguinied Mr.. 




y dst/Taur Dnc*bns^' 
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I. AdMirol Warren was hoped for with « finitU 

i but there "Ais no certainty that He «qu14 ' 

but little renfmi tu e»pt-A him; The army 

Bofton on ths a+th of March, and Ijrtded'Oinf 

pf Apra in Ch ipeauroug bajr, where, to ihefr 

thc7 fnunJ Aitmird) Wurrcn with ii bi^r voi 

tlian h^d been expcftcd. All nnitcd and laid 

to the city, being faTOuretl with ciiraorilinarT 

cr, and uthw kind incerpufitions of Prowidence. 

capitulated, and was Airrendcped <m the 1 7th of 

lis wm^ heavy and unespefted ftrolce to Franco* 

to revenge it the ncjt year, 

-Tliey Tued out n il«t and amiy on a vciy 

:\y and exteiifive plan. Tlie Reel confifled gt 

the n^ral force of Fmncc. TIktit were i4,lliins 

*- ahd w'ftntlUcr fhips cf war, with tTaXiS\/Cu^' 

)o trtBpaf liarnb-fhips, fire-Ihtps, tenders. Sec- ' 

.umber. Tlicir urder* were, to bc^Ui at Che- • 

w Halifax) arulfuimthtnce to lay wd!e by 
word all lilt fe^coail to Georgia^ D'Anvill*. 
^o£ France, w.w uppoiiued to the ciiiamaniL 
vu ready to fail by the firft of May- Bot by ■ 
winds, cainu, lioixus, and <iiher iinfup;fijtn difv 
jr ifere detiiined, difperfcd and broken, fo ttuK 
«hrarrivcd at Chcbnilo umil the 1401 of A*" 
1 [hty found Ranifay, a Frtnch oJKcct frodi 
Hth 1700 men, to receive ;md co-nperate v^tb 



I coafl). Pi' 
1 atteni^d . 



f Moa Hij^t. Thy war, O Irtd, was m 





^ CsHrOir Diseootts. 

fanfluary : who is fo great a god as onr God, . 

winds aad lie ieas obey ! Tlw Harms, the wini 
IS mutiny, anal iicknefs, diiperfed and deilroy 
le. The admimt did not arrive until the l: 
:ember, and then faw the ruin of his fleet, to hi 
icration, and was either poifimed, or died of a 
y, the next day. The reiir-adnjiral fell fiek, b 
■ious, and fcU Upon his own fword, anfl was 
I in his cabin lie day following- The general 
8000 troops, jind ihe tranlports which cai-ried 
never been heard of Uncc j and »ery few of the 
TtJii erer retiui^cd.' Tliis was the I^ord's doiaj 
vellous in our cyej. We were allowed to do m 
praj, fall, aad Jtaad fiill ^o fee the falvatioo 
d. 




A CBVTVRr BneovRH* t%i 

174 8 ■ M r. Ballaiiy agent for MaiHichufetts and Ncw- 
bmp(hirc» obuineJ on ixi\ of l^rliament for payment of 
the whole expenfe of the Louifbourg expedition, amount- 
ing to ;^i8o9000 fterling ; which being received, the out- 
fainding bills of credit were redeemed, and iUver and 
gold became the circulating medium of trade. 

1749, 175* & 1751— Were taken up in difjsutes 
ibout the boundary lines bclween llie Britilh colonics and 
Canada, as they hud not been precifcly fixed by any for- 
mer treaty, but only, in general, that the river St. jolin's 
on the caft, the gicat lakes on the northwcfl, and the ri- 
ver Mifllfippi on the foutliwcft, Ihould be the boundary 
lines; and that no furts for defence or annoyance fliould 
be built on thefc lines by eitJier nation. But the French 
Were building a chain of forts, and cflablifhing military 
pods, from St. Lawrence to tlie Mifll/ippi, which they 
called tradiug-hcmfej^ 

iy^2 ^^^'^c found them fortified, or fortifyinp^, at all 

tlie headii of our moil commanding w:iters. The colo- 
nics remonftratcd againil the meafurc, but to no ciFe(ff. 
Hiis year- the old liylc ceafcd, and the new and prcfent 
lyle conmienced. 

1753 ^ riie foiithCrn colonics fcnt nuij()r Wafhing- 
)Qll9, with a fn!all armed force, to ilic tvading houfe on 
V%Mr the head of the Ohio, which they had improveil 
Qto a flrong and impregnable fort, and given tlie nanu: 
f Dii Quefne. His orders were, to inquire iMto thti 



liV V^Wmmm %Ja li*9 lll«lil^l. a ilia ttiiA^Twi «> 4<o vwjiiiiiuiiiwul' 

i to ^he Britifli court, ^^Mth the information that they 
ion fortifying on the lak^j^^mi at the head of all th j 
Bomiiiiding waters, suul thaNNb" whole conduct wa; 

r .A a J J754 




pe4^e4* We ha4 to lament the loiji of feveral brave 
c^ers-^-iCplonels WiUiamsj^ of Bcfirfeldj ami Titcomb, 
of Newburyport. In the dpft ef tfej? year there was 
another very gre^t md exteufiye eartftqv^e. 

iy^6_,iQ^arbeing proclaimed between Great-Britain 
and France, it was determined, by Great-Britain wit]i 
her colonies, to carry the war into the very bowels of 
Canada. Yet while things were preparing, and plans 
maturing, the enemy gamed fome advantage, made fur- 
ther encroachments upon our boundaries, and committed 
depredation and fpoil on our frontiers, and took fort 
Ofwego, on the hither end of lake Ontario. Tlie colony 
troops were partly employed in building a fort at the 
head q£ lake George, whkh they called William Henry. 

'757 ^The campaign was, opened, and the com- 
mand devolved on lord Loudon and gen. Webb ; but,^ 
from fome unacconntable obftrudtions, little was done. 
Montcalm, a Frendi general, took advantage of the 
dilatory meafures of the Britifh-American armies, march* 
ed forward, and with a large body of French and In- 
dians invefted fort William, and in fix days carried it by 
capitulation. Though the garrifon were,, by the articles 
of capitulation, to march out with all the honours of 
\7ar, and to be fafely efcorted to fort Edward, 14 miles, 
yet the Indians, being promifed plunder, fell upon the 
troops as they marched out, ftripped them naked, and 
tnurdered all they could who made refrftance. Mont- 
calm demolilhed the fort, and returned to Canada* 

175 8 ■ T h^ Brit^Hhr American am;iy reiidezvoufed 
Iff'ly ^ Albany. General. Ahercrombie, aii old Scotch 
ffpspaiaaxxd^f took the charge of the enfuing campaign, 
|])Gg9gb lord Howe, a young British nobleman, was really 
fj^l Iqul of ihe ^aio^jt ^T^M'P'I ^^ principal dire^ion ; 
tsift jiie ms unfortunately Jkule^^y a reconnoitring party 

the 
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expedition; which threw the whole annyinte 
confolion, and a aew arrargement was mads ; 
the enemy levera! days to prepare to receive 
icy induftriouDy improved in throwing up iii> 
iaes, and in artfully concealing them. The 
; was, th« army was repulled with great lofs, 
■d to Uie head of the lake. This was a ver^ 
foenc, butwas.fooii Hiifted. Part of the re- 
ps took a different rout, up the Mohawk, re- 
ICpaiTed over an arm of lake Ontario, fupi-il- 
t, without lofs, Froiitcnac, where were depo- 
Dvifions and warlike ftores for fort Du Quefns, 
DurJe fell into the hands of thp army, feat 
t foitrcfs, under tlie command of general 

-The time drew nsiir lo fjvour the .Ajnericas 




die top t snti they Uitaibai on it, ocar the foot, J/w/s- 
««u viiieit' But the Virgin bctrjycd ber trail i their j*iw 
.JMi--Hm did nol pti-vwl, l,iiJ /f:rjt^nufii iii;/;? proved a lie: 



tlier blew tip the Ton .in J 
[nijnt, whicli they .ihiiid ■!! 


■ zAih, and retired t'j Ctowu- 
) tiic acrl day. anJ retreated 


wiiil all tiiei- 


! ,L,. !■!, ,n.-.i.I- This.VW 


Hie year (i'' 
<liC3ti:<l oi; ■ 

J||3T was crowiicd uith tj 


■:, .J! This 



di-gcntral MoiiU-ylni, ibt oomm.tr.vlcr of the Trcnchjl 
ig^rpl Wolfe, the Britifli gertcfal, ^■Wo ll.iin. t' " 
f (arpouiered «> general Towtifcentl, lit? fuccertbr.' 



[F-^TCa Makes a rery diflinguiflwd e 






.--.1. Bai O, iji>: 
i.^'P dcprAviiy of i}u-l 
; (il tarthly things I 

—The figure wliicli the A&Mricaa'J 
1 the drama of Uie lace ww icif{(iR<[ d_ 



i...nni tor iaili.inKOUiry Jttstic 





• - 

j1 Cen^air Discoi-tst. 

-Uuring the admbiftration of Mr. Ktt.mtlit 
of di? reign of George 1 1, and the hcginniEg 
Crorge HI, a liberd kin J of policy had been 
-hich attached the colonies more than e\-et to 
tn of Great-Britaiu ; and, had they noifonn- 
aii e<]uitablc ^(lem of commcrciiU rcgubtion, 
1 hiivc drawn the whole proSt of our labour 
nto the hands of the Brililh ma-chants and 
■ers, and fecnred our future connexion viih, 
Lenge on, tlicm. 

-Peace being eftablifhej and' proclaimed be- 
jt-Britain and France,- In which the cotoolei 
led, the Parliameitt of Britain began to am- 
■cs to feoure our future fubjeition aad dtpeiv 
pafTod a rufolve in favour of their own od> 



^^/m ^.Birfty «w j&> Thu ^ wat catlid the. 

Kop-A^ It, W.U an artful mode of taxing ihc colo^ 

jf^ withput a repre/enlatioD^an aA tuiconflitntionol. 

cpprefHvc anJ iutpoUtic. Tbe colonics faw through the 

v^ole deiign, wok the alarm, wfc in a body, and were 

mined, alniofl to a ni.iii, thnt they would nut fulT> 

i(^ it. As foo3 as the {tamp-malters vnjv appoinicd> 

^d their olficf^, and received llie Humped pipers, the 

i^omilatiu wife in a body, Aixed the Ilnnip-maElenf 

I obliged them lorefign, tore down the offic,es, and 

. I.', all the ft.-imped papers they could fintj* 

Ty66 This aft met with Aich united oppAlilion 

:, and tht co!oiiii:s had fi> niany powerful friends, 
): in the Houlc of Lords and Commops, that on the 
!i of Murch ir. ii;is reperiled by a refpciHnbk m;ijority. 
v we tlioiight thiit Uw liilternds of our political death 
;iafl ; and tin repeal railed an uaconimun tide of 
:n every mvll-ilifpofed heart. -But fuch was the ia- 
iffon ofth'.- BniiHi Pj.rl!jment, and the morliScatioa 
! chagrin of tlie iramera ui the afl, that they, availing 
[urc-lvcs of the natiui^al honour, obtained ai^otben 
I [ifiag heavy duties on tr.-i^^t Wjder the fpccious pre- 
.-■; of railing 3 revenue foritcfmiport of.i:ivil goreni- 

'■' '. -*h^ch t^as Jjut tlie imgi rf the 

1 1. Wc fniled and prayed to the 

-■monSnttcd and pcliiioncd to ths 

)iily fur life mnd liberty, fir 

iio jiurpofe. They went oo, «n<l 

I'l.ird of conimiinouers, and a court of acU 

::i-. unlimited power. 

7L>:1 Itut the colonics vere united in their oppolV 

I lo the opcr.ition of the revenue afl, and nfed every 
.btui lu liieir power to iutetrupl the o'iiceri tii the cib 
[ioa of llteir btiftncft. Three of the commiffioners ed 



JucTOn 






A CtfrtatT Djieaottsr. 

fl ■ A fimtlar fplrit of oppofidon to the mcarares 
Jritilh miniftry w^s diffiifed through all the cole 
The Cafpee, b Britili armed fthoouer, llationed 
BDvidcnce to proteiS the officers of the revenue, was 
it and a reward of five hundred pounds promifed lo 
s who (hould difcover the perpetrators 5 but no 
.5 found to accept of the promifed reward. 

The Ea/t-India tca-fhips arrived at Bofton 

e duiicd article, configaed to pcrfons in favour of 
the Dritilh cliim. Application was made to the aSJgnecs 
10 rcfign. They faid it v.ii out of their power. In tlw 
"'f;ht following, feventeen perfons m difguilc repaired to 
tea-Ihip?> and broke open 341 chcfts, and, without 
15 any other damage, difcliarged their coalents into 
the fca. 

— GoTemOr Hutchuilba was rccaUed, andgei^ 
kappoiuicd ill his room, with aUrgcrefnforccincat} 
n of Boilon blockadfi, m executiou of a port- 
I, hy which ihcy were Jepikcd of all means of fubfif- 
r-. Libcnd contribution s, to relieve the dillreii of 
iSoftonijniii were nUed through America, ai they 
it:d<ml thi:iD u fufictiiig in the common <ati(e of 



::7j Now every thing wore Ots Appearance oF 

IT ; but we parried tlic blow till the 19th of April i 
" 11 an armed force m.irchcJ frijm BolloD to Cooconl, 
;it, meeting with fome hoftile sppearances at Leiing- 
H few nicn tn aims—Jicy unliicatlicd ihc fword, 

y tfic fcahbard. »nd drew the firft blood. The ' 
r thread like lightning ; the people in ilic vicbUy 
B arms, and chafed b.ick the murdcroni band. Haf- 
wOmi lip. We fonnsd a line of circaBi»anatioiii 
fRMbury to Chclfea, eft^ihliflilng b eamnJ camp at 
l»ridg<4 and fliul Op all th« Briitlh iroopi ia Bot 
lade our Pond, mid nutntaiacd our grcioiJ. Oct. 
Bb Oaje 



ifei. 





A CtMtett Discount. 

^all«dt and three able generals cune in his 
-e, Burgojne and Clinton — to get ciho'm-rom: 
■iifcd ii) and to cluftifc the r.ick. Whifc' 
Jimiog a plan to penetrate into the couHtry 
Jorchefter, the only avenue left open, Geai 
was cliofen and appointed to command the' 
rmy, (for the prefent) to divert their attcn- 
iflcfliDn of Bunker's hill, in Charleftow-n, and ' 
ne lines in Oie night : which they perceiving;- 
attention to that place, and on tlie jftof 
to Charleftown, and attacked the lines M.. 
their main body, and carried them, thouj^^ 
die lofs of the flower of tjieii- trpops»iWU|li(> 
ly little loft on the American fide,^exceflt 
ind abk general Warren, greatly lameme^j 
vijijhts of penetrating into the country were , 




Ad-himlelfofllocheaer heights, iduehi;aT8lii*itte eom-' 
nund of the town of Bofton ; Khich the eaengr Jav, fear* 
•d, and fled. 

On the Bth of the preceding Angiill, eapt. Licdfey,' of 
the Falcon Hoop of war, without jufl prorocation, or 
prerious notice, cannonxded this defbnclefs town, [Glon- 
cefier] fioni i o'clock till 5, P. M. in -which encounter 
be loft four of ht» boats, 40 of his men, and met the diC- ■ 
approbation <£ his admind. 

4776 On the 17th of'March the enemy. left the 

town of Boftoa for Halifax, with as few marks of fear, . 
profanenefs, cowardice and cnielty, as could be ezpefied 
Iroin the badnefs of the caufe. 

General Burgoyne took a command up the river St. 
Lawrence, with a deiign of penetrnting into the colonies 
by way ofthelakes. Geiwrals'Howe and Clinton, being 
Tchiforced, took a different route, and in May or June ap- 
peared off the moorings of Newyotk, wliere they found 
gen. Wafiiington, with his flyiug camp, ready to receive 
them. The reprefcntatives in Congreis, feeing all hopes 
cf a reconicilaRion at an end, on the 4th of July declared 
the Thirteen States, in confederation, independent of 
Gicat-Sritaln^ 

A fham negotiation was fet on foot, through the 
mediation of lord Howe, which, widiout e&efl, clofed 
4b year. 

1777 It very memoi^ble by the wonderful interpo- 

&ions of Proridence m our favour, too many to recount, 
md too recent to be forgot. I can only mention a few : 
On the 17th of Oftober, the bDafting Kabfliakch of 
Atitam* I mean Bargoyne, was taken, with his motley 
pnny, Britons, Hefllans, Indians and Frenchmen, with 
111 dieir baggage and camp eqipage, with little lofi on 
|be American fide ; and the total defeat of the Germaa 
hroc^ at Bennington, with the furprife and capture, with- 
p- ;. Ml 





A CsDTVtr DtscovKit. 

the whole Heflian camp at TriiMon, an tli« 
ccmber, crowned with the defeat of Howe'» 
ferve at Princeton, with iKe capture of the 
ge of Ills army lodged there. The battles of 
d Princetoa clofcd the year 1776, which was 
he year of the right hand of the Moft High. 

-Was rendered very noticeable bj the trraty 
.viih France being clofed, when an application 
force was made, which was obtainod. 

-Was fpent in Ikirmilhing, taking and retaking 
,bts and reconnoitring parties, and an unfuc- 
mpt made by Maffiichufetts on the river Pe- 

-On the I gth of May was a remarkahle, dailf 
moft people of the States were obliged to dire 



— Pcuc Wiu racitlttl by Congrefi, and pti>r 
p:d oa the 5th of January, and by the Ifing aod nuv 
fci of CrCHi-Briuin on die foHomng Apnl, ^ ' 

^5 -Was chiefly vtkta np in jTectllng tbff ctptn&i 

J late war. " " , iV 

%6 Debutes ran hf^ In Congrrfs. InftimitWiB 

f generated among the lo^wr clafs of ciliJens. A 

j^^angerous one, beaded by. Danjel Shays, made iu 

; in. the county of Worcefter, and extended its 

iil.^lul influence dirowgh the counties of Hamplhire and 

I'kdiire ; but it was foon c|iielled ISy the energy crf"gO> 

:iir Bowjoiii, and the ftiilitary fltill and prewe&.cf 

ii -in J the bra^^e troops under his «oin(ltjuul. 

,; uivpy^iied ai Eseter, in Newhampfliire^ but 

■ i li ipj.'il/ fupprdfed, and peace and good or- 

liy tbefe interna! dllliirliaiices ft was found» 

fllic Confeder.ition wjs deficient, A very learned 

delegation were chofen and fent by the in- 

.nJ met for tlie profulTed purpofe of al- 

ling a Yitw couftitution of fed^ril g»- 

WTifn met in coiivi:ntion> they chwfc general 

I lor thtir prefiJcnt, and. after four monthi' 

ii, wliCT) :ill thej.irring intercfts of ditTercnt 

■!i..'rT>Bghly canvafTcd, tiicy sjrreed to reetMro- 

.. .if federal govefnment to all the Unhed 

riie new Feder:d Cottftiitilion wa* mzAn 




"ederid 
e4?h Ite 



ijiied by 3 (n.^jcriti" of the United Siatc>T -"^^ 1'*' 
Elbe common law «f the huid. 
B(^— -Ccnerjl WafliingtonvstscKofecinianiniauflr 
rfl prclidtnt of the United Su let. under tilt OC^ 
M Condi tin ion, and procUiined, with jofi.^ llie 
fef April [ &«d fifr. John Adams wai chofeo jiod- 
JtTiL, By their joint mild .-didptudoBt ailCDlUiR'riiTior. 
BU I ■ ' ' all 





\ ihe Union began lo alTame a new and beau- 
; peace iecmed lo fpriag from the earth, and 
"s to look down from aboTc, And we promii'- 
thatwc (hould for tbe faiure fit uiviecour vines 
trees, and that we ibould eat tbe good of our 
Rt there (hould be nooc who ihould mate as 
perfait peace, the e;inh/Liith, U not in me. 

91, 1792 The Britilh, Tiot cured of ilisir 

aloniy, undi.T the fliniff etcufe that we hiJ 
d with the articles of the treaty o£ peace, re- 
e up ih.?wefteim pofts which tlicy Ijeld wkhin 
which occiiiioned a corrcfpotidcuce.bolweth 
■ftcr, governor of Canada, and the, prefideni 
d States, upon the fubjeft, but without effefl. 
■Various tribe; of Indians became very troa- 
1 made war upon the frontier'; of rhe ivefUm 



foccefifnl abroad, a dangerous infnrrcftioti arofe In th^ 
upper counties of PennfylTania i but the itiilitiii of that 
ftate offered themfelves willingly unto the help of the 
L(*d. They muftered and miirched utider the' infpefting 
eye of onr late wordiy prefiJcnt, at whofe prefence ihc 
heart of anarchy riielUd, the malignant fpiric of fell dif- 
«antfled, uid the mirguided were reduced Uy good or- 
der andpeace without bJoodfhcd; 

179(1.— lo eonftfjnenee of a ■well-founJc'd and ;i wcll- 
adminift$Fed government, un^xampkd profperity enfucdi 
and the nation, though in her minority, increafed in popur 
Lirion, commerce, fciencc, arts, manufaifturcs, aiid'in 
erery branch of Improvement, with amazing rfipidity. 

The prefident of -the United- States refigncd his com- 
miXon on the 17th of September, and took his leave c£ 
the prcfidcncy, and left his farewel addrefs with Congref^ 
a ^ecious legacy to the United States, and rcfufed to be 
confulered a candidate, in a future cleflion. 

'797—^ — Mr..JohH' Adaiss was chofcn prcGdcnt, and 
Mr. Thomas JeffeKon vice-fu^fident, of the United. 
States. The French nation, initated at the treaty wc 
had made with Great-Britain, and not being pleaTcd with 
our choice of prefident, or our refolutions ftriftly to ob- 
fi;m; the laws of neutrBlity, aflumed a hofme appeaxancci 
and comqutted great depredationi, on our trade and com- 

Erdident Adams, by advice^ thought it heS to fend 

envoys estraonUiiary to Fiance with full power to fettle 

or remove all ezilling difficulties, to alter the old, <a maJce 

a n«iv, treaty with the French Republic ; botthby were 

not received, and were tfaercfure'recnUed by the preCdent> 

K.with- aa afforance to the directory, that he would not 

V iend.any other until he had received the xooft explicit 

" fronUfe that xiitj fho\M b« received, anjd treatci in. 



rttpeHi u ambafTitdort of a fret. iadcpeadcDT and g 
nation. 

By an afl of Congrefs," llie former treaty of alliai 
amity and commerce was dilTolved, anJ i 
pcnded, and preparations were made for a defensive watS 

1798- — ^An aTTny wai raifci. Our mfktit navy a 
quired ftrengih from a^t of gayeraiDsja. General Waflw 
ing[on, being appointed to the command of the annf 
now raifing for the defence of the States, he, tliuugh he 
had retired from p^lic that he might enjoy the fweeu 
of domellie life, as foon as hefawbis country infulted and 
threatened, nobly Aepped forth again in her injured cauie, 
iinJ tonic a commiflidn, as lii-iitenant-gcnerjl and cdtu- 
mander in chief, from Mr. Adams, the prefidoiC j wil- 
ling to facrifice the hft remains of life in his connHT** 
caufe. 

1 755 Prefident Adams received the mod cipiicit 

affbrance, from the dircflory of the French Republic, 
that his envoys- Aienld be-weU Mceived and accredilciL 
He fent Other envoys, invefted with the fame aulhoriiy 
as the former. 

Lafl June our wonhy and beloved Increase Sphhsi. | 
governor of MalFjchufctts, died, very niuch lamenKi I 
.aoil kft tJie goveincieni in tlic hands of his Honour I 
Mofci dill, his Uciitenant. But the year clofed wilhlJK | 
niucli more melancholy death of oui keft-beloved, g«M" 
Tit\ WASHINGTON ; who, though he wa 
enrounter the enemies of his eountiy, yet was fuddeiJ^ | 
calk-it to. encounter death, the common enemy of o 
kiiid, in the clrimbcr of liclfncfs and pain. And t 
here, like a chiiftian hero, he conquered the lait e; 
on the i4ih day of the lad month of the lail year, 1 
whjn hi; apjKarcd more tjien a mere conqueror. H*j| 
Rfidc ihc. haia^fe iWT 'li.'; ■^^liitv cf vi.l'yjy and I 
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of glory. Thus, under this dark cloud/ edged m th the 
celeftial beams of light, we clofe the lafl and begin a new 
<tentur7. We mud refign> and fay — 

Farewel, Great Soul, a Aort farewel. 

Till we fliall meet again above 
In the fweet groves where pleafurcs dwcM, 

And trees of life bear fruits of love. 
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